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Miscellaneous Entelligence. 


At Hankow, on the 20th inst., Mra, T. M. 
DRYSDALE, of 800, 

At 18, ‘Eversfield Place, London, on the 
26th Jauuary, Mrs, W. A. Consane, of a son, 


PASSENGERS. 
Derartep. 

Per str. Kokonoye Maru, for Nagas 
‘Mr. H. Gribble. For Hiogo—Mr. and Mrs. 
Fobkein and child, and Mr. C, Schmidt, For 
Yokokiama—Mrs. Arden and Miss Hassell, 
For Liverpool—Mr. G, Clark. 

ARRIVED. 

Per str. Taku, from Chefoo—Mr. and Mrs. 
Kirstein and child. 

Per att. Kokonoye Maru, from Japan—Capt. 
Conner and Mr. E. Dillou, 

Per str. Amazone, from Marseilles—Mr. and 
Mrs. Hitch, Messrs, E. Serruys, Knight, Malet 
de Carteret, Butler, Rex, Ambrose, Baomann, 
Wilson, and 4 missionaries. From Hongkong 
—Dr. Molle, Messrs, H. Dauvergne, P. Car- 
bonnier, Plate, and Sauvergat. 

Per str. Argentino, from Nagasaki—Captain 
Fullerton, 

Per str. Chefoo, from Swatow—Mr. Sjogren. 

Leavis. 

Per ste. Ava, for Marseiliee—Rev. and Mrs, 
W. J. Boone and child, Rev. and Mrs. R. 
Palmer, four children and amab, Mr. and 
Mrs. G. M. Hart, Mrs. Chang and child 
Messrs. E. Mackintosb, C. Mitchell, 
Buchanan, J. Rennie, G. Sanders, Ma King- 
chang, Tao Zu-ya, Chan Fa-cbun, Ma Yu- 
yung, Chang Yu-shing, and Chin Shib-yung. 
For Hongkong—Mr. J, B. Manson, 



























































‘Tae publication of the North-China Herald 
and Supreme Court & Consular Gazette 
commenced at 4.00 P.at. 
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LATEST MAIL DATES. 





BIRTHS. 





%/ Black Tea, During the inevitable flight of 





» Shanghai, Febraary 
23rd, the wife of the Rev. E.R, Bannzzr of a 
Gaaghter. 





SHANGHAI, THURSDAY, FEB. 28, 1878. 








RETROSPECT OF 187 





Tea buyers in the early part of May, 
and even when they had assembled in 
Hankow, less excitement was observable 
than usual. This, added to the very 
disastrous results of the past season, was 
considered an omen of caution and con- 
sequently moderate prices, which it was 
fairly thought might lead to a profitable 





business in the face of moderate stocks 
in the consuming markets. 

Ningchows were first offered on May 
17th, and buying immediately began on 
the basis of about Tis. 10 per picul under 
the previous year’s prices. Other district 
leaf arrived on the 19th, when it was 
seen that the crop of Oonams and 
opacks was very inferior, causin; 
advance in finest Ningchows of three 
to four Taels, Oopacks, Oonams, and 
Onnfas opened from three to four Taels 
per picul under the year before, and 
shipments were rushed forward with even 
more than the customary rapidity, owing 
chiefly to the fact that natives met 
the market freely, particularly for the 
common to medium grades which were 
bought at unprecedentedly low cost for 
first crop Teas ; finest and choice parcels 
advanced considerably as the inferiority 
of each district became more marked. 

‘The foregoing sketch of the Hankow 
campaign would point to a fair prospect 
notwithstanding the large shipments, as 
it might not be altogether unreasonable 
to conclude that the Home ‘'rade would 
be prepared to hold stocks at prices to 
show a fair remuneration on those paid. 
‘The reception, however, of the Teas in 
London soon’ dissipated any such view, 
and it was at once seen that the season 
1877x1878 was not going to be a relief 
to the serious monotony of recent years, 
but rather that it was to be distinguished 
for extremely low cost in China and a per- 
centage of loss at home distressingly large. 

The system of auction sales “ without 
reserve” was adopted more than ever, at 
home ; and the haste to quit any cargo 
of low cost exhibited by Importers, was 
reduced to an absurdity. 

We may remark bere that, as in 
every season, there were profits made on 
Teas from some districts. ‘These were a 
few Ningchows, ‘Tow-yun Oanfas, Kin- 
tucks, and the new district of Loong- 
chun. Prices in London continued to 
decline for all common and low medium 
kinds, while in good medium there was 
an important advance during August, 
which has been maintained for desirable 
parcels ; the decline on common to fair 
grades culminated in November, when 
the quotations had reached a range 
not even remembered by our antedi- 
luvian friend “the oldest inhabitant.” 
In the early part of December a slight 
speculative enquiry for common, assisted 
by a fair Russian demand, at last laid 
bare the fact that this particular grade 
was not in such abundant supply as was 
generally thought, and prices advanced 
in two to three weeks fully twenty-five 
per cent, say from 7d. a 9d. per Ib., a rate 
‘at which common Congou has since re- 
mained steady; the improvement came 
too late to benefit the “many,” owing 
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to the anxiety before described of holders 

«to be rid of these grades, and to the 
inability to replace their sales on this 
side. 


‘The first crop closed some thirty | small, 


thousand chests in excess, while the 


* second and third were short about one 


hundred thousand chests, showing a net 
deficiency of seventy thousand chests, and 
demonstrating clearly that prices in China 
for the greater part of the season were 
below the cost of production. Since the 
beginning of August, estimates of the final 
decrease in the yield of Congou from all 
China have varied from fifteen to twenty 
million pounds. The closing figures are 
about as follows :— 
Deficit from Foochow. 
oo» Amoy 
shanghai & Hi 
Canton 





Tho Home ‘Trade have been so often 
misled by similar estimates, that they 
declined to believe them until the season 
was actually closed. 

By reference to the table below, it will 
be seen from what districts the deficiency 
arises :— 

PARTICULARS OF TRE QUANTITIES OF TZA 
RECEIVED FROM EACH DISTRICT IN THE 
PROVINCES OF OOPACK AND OonAs. 

Sora 


17: 
eh 





exhibited a rise of quite two to three 
taels per picul on medium, and 
one and a half to two taels on 
common grades. -Arrivals were very 
and as tae selection on offer 
was of a most inferior nature, there was 
a tendency on the part of buyers to over- 
class teas. Continual bad advices from 
home began to have an effect on the 
market, and the month closed with a 
quieter tendency.—In. the beginning of 
September, a dull and rather uncertain 
feeling as to future supplies was apparent, 
arrivals having come in more freely ; 
holders were offering to sell at a ro- 
duction of one tael, but without meeting 
with any response, and it was not until 
a fall of fully two taels had been 
established on the extreme rates pre- 
viously current, that any business to 
speak of was transacted. The enquire 
was chiefly for common grades - 

fair amount was settled fre" * 
‘Tis. per picul, a good der, 
its way to America, 

‘The demand for common teas con- 
tinued in October, the lowest quotation 
being 11} Tis. or fully ten per cent. 
over prices then current in London ; but 
as these kinds became scarce, more atten- 
tion was paid to the better grades, and a 
moderate business was done at slightly 
higher rates. Considerable quantities of 
dust were offered and found buyers at 


ag 
bat a deo-Ound 





ets | from GE a 94 Tis. per picul. 


November opened with small stocks, 


290 which were firmly held, and the few 


“(06,998 446,296 416,460 309,801 $85,907 
Shanghai—A. considerable stock had 
accrued before the market opened at this 
port on the 11th June ; the selection was, 
as is usual at this time, of a most un- 


» desirable kind, consisting chiefly of teas 


unsaleable at Hankow. Settlements were 
very slow throughout the month, buyers 
evidently awaiting sales out of the first 
steamers, before operating. Prices as 





Tuly opened with a steady tone, but 
directly news of the bad reception of teas 
“ex first steamers” arrived, the market 
became quiet, and business ‘for the first 
fortnight was on a staall scale, being 
confined principally to second crop Ning- 
chows from 23 @ 31} TMs. per picul, most 


of the second crop Hankow district. teas | Re 


having found 2 market at that port. 
‘The mouth closed with an active demand, 
influenced no doubt by increasing evid- 
ences of supplies being checked in both 
the North and South of China. Holders, 
however, met the market, and prices 
shewed but little change. 

During August the demand mentioned 
in the previous month was well sustained, 


and the stock on offer being small, prices 








settlements reported established an ad- 
vanco of half-a tael to one tael, the 
lowest quotation for “common” being 
11} Tis. per picul. London telegrams at 
the close quoted a slight improvement 
in common Congou. 

December may Le considered the 
closing month of the season. ‘The rapid 
advance on common grades in London 
caused the few lots offered to be eagerly 


so | taken at 12@13 Tis, against 10 @ 11 


Tis. por picul for’ superior teas in 


‘70 | September. 
“is 


‘Tho following figures shew the total 
shipment of Congou, including dust, and 
how distributed :-— 





1877-78. 1876-77. 
‘To United Kingdom...72,750,000 75,439,310 
»» Russia direct.. bess 4,692,007 





” and Continent 

v. 33,450 
‘in. 8,215,000 
- 2,132,464 








ts United States 
»» Lost at Sea .. 








83,130,914 
We append a list of Congou settle- 


ments at Shanghai 


Maitland & Co. . 
Ads m, Bell & 
Little & Cu... 
Dryadale, Ringer & Co, 
Evans, Pagh & Co, 
Birley, Wor 
















ings! 

Evans & Co. 
Rodewald, Schonfeld & Co. 
HT. Wade 


.T. Wade .. 5,283 
Fearon, Low & Co. 4,454 
Olyphaut & Co. 4,268 
Overbeck & Co. 





Battorfield & Swire 








Lucas & Co, 






Co, 
Holliday, Wise & 
Raseell & Co. 





Siemssen & Co, 

H, Fogg & Co. 

Chalmers, Mackintosh & Co, 

Gilman & Co. 

Shaw, Ripley & Co. 407 
Total chests 286,936 








Swunmary of Haws. 


The French mail of the 11th January 
arrived Tuesday, by tho M.M. steamer 
Amazone. 

‘A mail leaves to-morrow for Europe, by 
fro” steamer Ava. 





REUTER’S TELEGRAMS. 
(Supplied to the “N.C. Daily News.") 
London, 19th Feb. 
The situation of the Powers with regard 
tothe War is less menacing. = 
Lora Derby, in reply to a question in the 
House of Lords, stated that the Government 
had not received information that Russian 
‘Troops had entered Constantinople, but that 
a despatch was to hand reporting a possible 
Russian advance on Gallipoli. 
Constantinople, 19th Feb. 
The Russians have evacuated the redoubt 
within the lines of Constantinople, reported 
on the 18th as having been occupied. 
Berlin, 19th Feb, 
In to-day’s sitting of the German Parlia- 
ment, Prince Bismarck declared his disboliof 
ina Buropean war. ; 
He added that Germany would not in- 
terfere, but the German Government was 


to mediate. 
Vienna, 19th Fob. 

‘The President of the Austrian Council of 
Ministers has stated that Austria reserves 
the interests of the Monarchy, and objects 
to a shifting of the balance of power, 

‘Rome, 19th Fob. 

Cardinal Pecci (an Italian) has been 
elected Popo by the Conclave of Cardinals. 

‘The new Pope has assumed the title of 
Leo the Thirteenth. 

London, 22nd Feb. _ 

The Conference of European Powers is 
appointed to meet at Baden-Baden in a 
fortnight. 

‘The Bill voting 26,000,000 for purposes 
of Military and Naval preparations has 
passed the House of Lords. 

In reply to @ question asked in the 
House of Commons: the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer said that negociations between 
the English and Russian Governments had 
resulted in Russia undertaking not to 
occupy Gallipoli. : 

Sir Stafford Northcote further stated in 
the House that in consequence of the more 
pacificaspect of affairs, the additional Navy 
estimates would probably not bo zequired. 











Russia demanded, as one of the conditions 


8 | of peace, the cession of the Turkish Iron- 


clad Squadron, ‘The Ports replied refusing 
to agree to give up the ships, and state 
that it would prefer to destroy them. ‘Tho 
demand was thereupon withdrawn by Rus- 
sia, Turkey however engaging not to cede 
the Tronclads to England. 

‘The Conditions of Peace are as yet ur: 
signed, but the conclusion of a Treaty of 
Peace is expected to-morrow. 

25th February. 

Fresh conditions of peace proposed by 
Russia include an indemnity of fourteen 
hundred millions of roubles fequal to about 
221 million pounds sterling. 

‘To cover this indemnity Russia demands 
the cession of six Turkish Tronclads, of 

Batoum, Bayazid, Ardahan, and the 
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payment of £40,000,000 sterling bonds, 
‘whereof the sinking fund and interest are 


guaranteed. 

‘The B and Egyptian tribute to 
the Porte are also demanded as part cover 
for the indemnity. 


Lord Derby, in reply toa question in the 
‘House of Lords, said that the Governm 
hhad received no information confirming ‘he 
reported gonditions of peaco; but, that f the 
Egyptian tribute were demanded by Russia, 
this stipulation would require serious 
consideration, 








A special meeting of shareholders in the 
Racket Club was held Tuesday, to consider 
certain proposed changes in the Rules. 
Resolutions were passed, reducing the 
number of members necessary to constitute 
& mecting from 15 to 12; reducing the 
entrance fee from $15 to Tis. 5, and allow- 
ing honorary members to play Lawn Tenais 
and Lawn Bowls for a monthly subscript 
on of 82.50. 

A meeting of shareholders in the Shang- 
hai and Hongkew Wharf Company was 
held Tuesday. ‘The report and accounts 
wa net profit of Tis. 27,057. A 
dividend paid Iast July, at the rate of 4 
per cent., absorbed Tis. 8,600; and it was 
decided to declare a further dividend of 
6 per cent., which will absorb Tis. 12,900. 
Tis. 6,000 are written off to depreciation, 
and ‘Tis. 667 carried forward to new 
account.—Messrs. Bell, Sutherland, Westall 
and McLeod, together with the senior re- 
Presentative of Messrs. Jardine, Matheson 
and Company, were re-elected Directors. 

‘The Asiatic Society intend giving another 
conversazione to-day and to-morrow, when 
about a thousand views of Egypt belonging 
to Mrs. Goodwin will be shown, and Herr 
von Mollendorf will read a short paper ex- 
plaining the various steps that led to the 
deciphering the Egyptian Hieroglyphics, 
and will give a brief account of the labours 
of various Scholars in Egyptology.—Non- 
members of the Society will be admitted 
by special invitation ; and as larger numbers 
than the lecture room will accommodate 
have xpressed a desire to attend, 
the conversazione will take place on two 
consecutive days. 

The total subscriptions, in China, to 
the Famine Relief Fund have reached 
‘Tis. 18,764, ‘Wo aro requested to mention 
that a further remittance of Tis. 9,000 has 
been received from London, for the Fund. 

Beyond recording the appointment of Mr. 
R. F. Thorburn as Secretary to the Council, 
the Municipal Minutes we publish elsewhero 
contain no information of interest.—The 
bridge at the junction of the Bubbling 
Well and Si-ka-woi roads is to be dono 
away with, and a culvert made under the 
road instead, 

As we believe that Resolutions aro to be 
brought before the Meeting of Ratepayors 
called for the 12th proximo, with respect 
to the formation of a Municipal Land office, 
and a resurvey of the Foreign Settlements, 
it may. interest our readers if we republish 
the- suggestions made by Mr. Kingsmill, 
in a letter dated 15th January, 1870. We 
may add that the Land Assessment Com- 
mittee of 1869-1870, consisting of Messrs. 
Adams, Hoppius, J. I Miller, M. S, 





-Gubbay, and F. B. Johnson expressed their 


unqualified approval of Mr. Kingsmill’s 
report; and certainly the need for some 


action on the part of the Ratepayers has 
not become less urgent during the past 
eight years. 

‘At an eldction held on Monday at the 
‘Municipal Hall, Messrs. Aymori and Vinay 
were chosen trustees to represent the 
French Municipality on the General Hospital 
Committee during 1878. 

‘Wo understand that Mr. £. E. Wright is 
to succeed Mr. Glover, as Commissioner of 
Oustoms at Shanghai. 

‘We have been prevented by pressure of 
other matter from publishing the minutes of 
the enquiry into the loss of the Kiangchang, 
held last week at the I. M. Customs. The 
finding of the Court, which attributes the 
wreck to error of judgment on the part of 
the pilot, will be found on another page. 

‘The caso of Ching-foong v. Lano, 
Crawford & Co. was concluded on Friday 
last. Mr. Wainewright and Mr. Robinson, 
in ‘'3’mning up on behalf of their respective 
“=, each spoke for about an hour and a 
half ; but his Lordship in summing up to 
the jury, to whom he left three questions to 
decide, twas more brief. The finding of the 
jury on the three questions submitted to 
them was to the effect that plaintiff had 
not complied with the contract in land- 
ing at Shanghai 12,000 cases of oil 
in the condition they had been de- 
scribed ; that the cargo fell too far short 
of being sound to be marketable ; and that 
plaintiff had complied with the contract in 
regard to the time of delivery. The two 
negative answers were taken by his Lord- 
ship to be tantamount to a verdict for the 
defendants. 

We print on another pago tho text of 
tho decision of the Privy Council on tho 
appeal from the judgment of the Su- 
preme Gourt in China, in the caso 
Butterfield & Swire v. R. Francis. As 
already stated, the Privy Council reverse 
the decision of the lower Court, which was 
in favour of the Defendant, and allow the 
Plaintiis the costs of the appeal. 

‘The bonds of the Chinese Imperial Loan 
of 1877, drawn in London on 27th December 
last, and tho first coupons of £1 6s. 8d., 
of the above loan, will be payable at the 
office of the Hongkong & Shanghai Bank 
on and after to-day, the 28th inst. 

‘Tho following information has been sent 
to us by the Harbour Master for publica- 
tion:—Captain Hutchison of the 8.8. 
Swatow, reports that at 11 a.m. on the 
18th instant, whon off the southern entranco 
to the Sarah Galley Channel, he observed 
the sea breaking on a sunken ‘rock, situated 
about 2} miles S.E. from tho centre of 
Laoush Rock. This rock is not marked on 
the latest Admiralty Chart of the vicinity, 
sheet VIII, Enstern Coast, No. 1,199. 

The latest telegrams from Europe aro 
again of a menacing character. Russia 
demands an indemnity of £221,000,000 and 
—whether as an equivalent’ or a guarantee 
is not clear—the cession of Ardahan, 
Kars, Batoum and Bayazid, the payment 
of £40,000,000 sterling bonds, the sur- 
render of the Bulgarian and Egyptian 
tribute, and of 6 ironclads. A previous 
telegram said the demand for the ironclads 
had been withdrawn. It remains to be 
seen whether England will consent to the 
remaining conditions. That affecting 








Egypt, at least, seems in the last degree 


unlikely to be tolerated. Of course Turkey, 
utterly bankrupt, cannot pay anything like 
the sum demanded, which exceeds oven the | 
indemnity claimed from wealthy France; 
and the ulterior conditions named would 
amount practically to permanent cession. 

‘Among the telegranis brought by the 
French mail will be found the announce- 
ment that England wishes the Dar 
danelles made free to all nations. This, 
if true, removes a very important doubt 
as to what her policy would be on the 
question. 

‘The L. & C. Express says thore is, as yet, 
no further information with reference to 
the ratification of the Chefoo Convention ; 
but it believes the course which it is most 
probable the Government will adopt is to 
ratify it, with some modifications. The 
Express’ Hamburg correspondent states that 
negotiations with regard to the lekin duties 
will shortly commence, ‘This will prac- 
tically amount to re-opening the whole of 
that part of the Convention which is in 
dispute, as by the most favoured nation 
clause all the Treaty Powers must participate 
in any concessions made to Germany. 

Tho L. 4 C. Express understands that the 
Chinese Legation in Paris which has boon 
alluded to in several quarters, is likely to 
bo established very shortly, owing to the 
interest which the Government at Poking 
has taken in the forthcoming Exhibition. 
‘The First Minister will, it is stated, be the 
son of Tseng Kwo-fan. Heis credited with a 
serious attention to foreign questions, and 
if he be indeed the Minister-Designate, tho 
Chinese Government could hardly have 
made a more auspicious selection. 

After a very protracted delay, tho Z. & G. 
Express is glad to announce that the scheme 
of promotions in the China Cousular Service 
has been decided on. They are as follows 








ames Mougat ......Conmut Canton... { ViepSie Brooke 
Chaloner Alat: ‘Tontel Mougen 
w. 7 abner 









Kistinog 
An examination for Student Interpretors 
for China and Japan, in view of the above 
promotions, was likely to be held in Feb- 
ruary, and the Express belioves that over 
300 candidates had already entered. 

The Peking Gazette of the 20th January 
contains the decree dismissing from ‘the 
public service, under sentence of perpetual 
exclusion, the two officials who were in 
charge of the refuge-yard lately burnt 
down at Tientsin, The superior officers 
nominally responsible, including the Gov- 
ernor-General, are handed over to the 
Board of Civil Office for the adjudication 
of a penalty, which will, of course, be also 
nominal. 

Adecree in the Peking Gazette of the 
22nd January remits the land and grain 
taxes for the first half of the current year, 
in all tho distressed districts of Shansi and 
‘Honan. ‘ 

‘A Cuzer0o correspondent, writing on the 
18th February, says the winter has been & 
most severe one ; the whole bay, as far, as 











the islands, is frozen over with solid ice. 
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GEditoyial Selections. 


THE CONSULAR SERVICE. 


‘Tue long-expected changes and pro- 
motions in the Consular Service have 
been at length gazetted, and the list 
we publish elsewheremay presumably be 
taken as authentic. That it would be 
entirely acceptable to the members of 
the Service was probably not to be ex- 
pected, It is exceedingly difficult to 
rearrange the personnel of a large 
establishment in such manner that every 
‘one concerned shall have his deserts. 
Seniority will sometimes clash with 
merit, avd the question between pre- 
soriptive right and official capacity has 
to be decided with tho certainty that 
oue or the other will be chagrined and 
disheartened. Although, therefore, we 
do not think the selections will com- 
mend themselves in every case as the 
best that could bave been made, wo 
accept the majority as being natural 
and good, and are content to pass over 
others as being necessarily influenced 
by considerations difficult of reconcili- 
ation, Wo are not, however, disposed to 
pass by so quietly another set of changes 
which are said to be in contemplation, 
and which are calculated to have a more 
lasting effect on the character of the 
Service, We protested, in a former 
article, against the false economy 
which threatened, by whittling away 
the salaries of the higher posts, to 
reduce the whole to a dead level. To 
make every port a full Consulate, 
instend of committing the minor ones 
to Vice-Consuls under jurisdiction of 
the Cousul of a neighboring larger 
port, may be a good innovation. Tho 
/Obinese are keeuly alive to points of 
rauk and precedence, and it may be weil 
to give our officials all the weight that 
rauk and title can convey. Neither 
need the change necessarily involve 
increase of emolument. ‘The officer in 
charge, under whatever name, will be 
doing practically the same work for the 
same pay. But we do condemn, as 
unwise and unfair, the reductions said 
to be contemplated in the emoluments 
of existing posts,—posts to which the 
senior members of the Service had a 
right to look forward as a reward for 
long years of service, and which ev- 
couraged new members to struggle 
though a period of comparative strait- 
ness. The new scheme apparently pro- 
poses not only to make all the new 
ports, together with Chinkeang and 
Kiukiang, full Consulates on a lower 
yate of pay than has hitherto existed ; 
bat tho Canton and Ningpo Consulates 
are to be farther reduced, and the 
Canton Vice-Consulate abolished, while 
the change from Consulate to Con- 
sulate-General at Shanghai carries 
with it no increase of pay whatever. 
It must also be borne in mind that 
these are reductious of reductions, the 
process being carried out with almost 
uniform regularity ; the highest paid 
Consulate at the present time boing 








little better than the lowest of a few 
years ago; while the proposed pay 
of the new Consulates is the same 
as that of Interpreters in former years ! 

Now there is more to be considered in 
such @ matter than even the immediate 
importance of the individual port, or 
the exact amount of work required. 
It is true, for instance, that Ningpo is 
now an unimportant port—and liable 
perhaps, in that sense, to the reduction 
threatened; but such changes should 
be matters of rearrangement instead 
of absolute economy. We repeat, as 
we said at the outset, that it is in the 
last degree unwise to destroy the prizes 
which are chiefly to be relied on for 
attracting capable men to any given 
career. And when the junior members 
of the Consular service in China see 
these prizes being ly whittled 
away or suppressed, it is not to be 
wondered at that those possessed of 
ability and self-reliance should look 
about them with a view to obtain more 
profitable employment. Sir Thomas 
Wade is naturally held responsible 
for the proposed reductions, and 
it bas always been surmised that 
he bas been largely responsible for 
the steps taken in this direction, 
ever since he became Chinese Secretary 
of Legation. But if so he must surely 
forget—although as a member of the 
Service for the past thirty years he is 
the last person who ought to forget— 
that these reductions are not only 
unwise as regards the juniors, but are 
@ pecaliar hardship to members of 
the Service who were chiefly induced 
to enter it, and study for years a 
comparatively uninteresting language, 
with the view of ultimately obtaining 
fa specific and respectable income. In 
fow services is there room for greater 
individual activity than in the Con 
salar servico in China, or greater 
necessity for capable men to fight 
the battle of Western ideas at 
every port against the official re- 
presentatives of Chinese conservatism. 
A mediocre man may do no moro 
than docket despatches and send in 
accounts with commendable regularity, 
where a more capable one, under a 
chief who knew how to encourage 
instead of repressing individual action, 
might help to develope tho trade 
and resources of = whole district. The 
tondency of Sir Thomas Wade's policy 
seems to be to reduce the Consuls toso 
many head-clerks, while power and 
emolament are centred in Poking. 
We think this is a mistaken policy, 
and that our interests would be better 
served by a diametrically opposite 
system. 











OHINESE PAPER cuRREScT. 
‘Waen the question of pressing upon the 
Chinese Government the necessity for 
a Mint was mooted, some time ago, the 
doubt which suggested itself to very 
many foreign resideuts was whether 
the measure could possibly be carried 
out by such a weak Government, 
in face of the prevailing corrup- 





tion in the public service. No one 
questioned the want of a practicable 
coinage, or overlooked the incon- 
venience of the present system. What 
was questioned was the ability of 
the Government to maintain a pure 
standard at its own Mint, aud prevent 
wholesale forgery by its subjects. 
The example of Japan might afford 
some hope, were it not that the 
Government of Tokio has shown in 
every respect so much more energy 
and intelligence than that of Peking, 
that the parallel cannot be relied 
on. The Japanese imported foreign 
machinery, engaged foreign operators, 
and entrasted them with the work of 
establishing a Mint; and learned so 
well what they bad to teach, that 
they were able in a few years to 
dismiss their instructors and do the 
work alone. But then the Japanese 
had a perfectly usefal currency before, 
which they had known how to keep at a 
puro standard, whereas every attempt 
of the Chinese to got beyond copper 
cash had resulted in disaster. So much 
confidence, even, have the Japanese in 
the solvency and responsibility of their 
Government, that they offer the extra. 
ordinary spectacle of a nation prefer. 
ring Government paper money to hard 
coin, and actually putting the former 
at a premium over the precious metals, 
‘The comparison can scarcely be grati- 
fying to Chinese Mandarins—unless, 
indeed, their sublime ignorance and still 
more ineffable conceit blind them to 
the contrast; but it must be confessed 
the Chinese People show discretion, and 
an aptitude to profit by historical teach- 
ing, in their utter dislike to monetary 
dealings with their rulers. 

The subject has suggested itself, in 
connexion with a memorial from tho 
Governor of Shensi, in the Peking 
Gazette of the 26th January, deploring 
the misdeeds of an official who had 
control of an issue of paper money in 
that province, resorted to during the 
Mabomedan rebellion. “ After tho 
province became, in 1862, the scene 
of warfare, the Governor then in 
office, under pressure of financial 
exigencies, submitted proposals for 
the establishment of Government cash- 
shops, whence notes were to bo 
issued which were to be used in part 
payment of the Manchu soldiery and 
the Chinese garrison iroops at Si-ngan. 
This expedient, originally introduced 
with a view to busbanding tho re- 
sources of the Exchequer and to 
provide a medium of circulation, has 
been in force for 12 or 15 years; but 
in consequence of the numerous abuses 
that lave arisen in connection with it, the 
present Governor determined to cease, 
from the beginning of 1876, the farther 
printing of Government notes, and to 
issue a sum of Tis, 6,000 or Tis. 7,000 
per mensem to the’ cash-shops for the 
redemption of old notes outstanding. 
In the course of Jast sammer, he come 
to learn that malversations had been 
committed by the official appointed to 
superintend the cash-shops, in the way 
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of misappropriation of the notes, 
indebtedness in running accounts with 
private money-shops, overpayments of 
‘wages to the clerks employed inthe cash- 
shops, eto.; and an expectant Magis- 
trate was appointed to enquire into the 
matter; when it was discovered that, 
during the 10 or 15 years of his service 
in the above-named capacity, the inerim- 
inated. official, Fang Yen-hi by name, 
was chargeable with a deficit of 23,600 
and odd-strings of cash in the accounts 
under his charge, beside 3,426 strings 
overpaid under the head of wages.” 
It is needless to continue the tale; how 
Fang Yon-hi, although dead, is to be 
stripped of his rank and steps are to 
be taken to recover the money from”his 
estate—when the tables will probably 
be tarned with a vengeance, and 
sums far in excess of the amount 
due will no doubt be squeezed out 
of his family. We are only con- 
corned to note the apparent impossi- 
bility, in Chine, of carrying out a 
monetary system honestly. The issue 
of Government notes is no novelty in 
China, A monk named Guillaume do 
Rubrouck, who had been sent by Louis 
IX of Franco to the Court of a Mongol 
Prince in 1252, reported that “the 
money of Cathay was made of cotton 
about the size of the hand, on which 
wore impressed certain lines and marks 
resombling the seal of the Khan”; and 
fa little later Marco Polo astonished 
Burope by his tale how “the Great 
Khan caused the bark of trees made 
into something like paper to pass for 
money all over his country.” But we 
are not dependent on foreign travellers 
for the relation. ‘The Chinese have, in 
thoir own language, explicit details of 
their various attempts at coinage and 
paper money, and of the disastrous 
event of each experiment. In a book 
‘on “Chinese Currency, Coin, and Paper 
Money,” Iately published at Leyden, 
Dr. Vissering has given a very interest 
ing history of the subject, which we 
commend to the perusal of all who-wish 
to seo a Government Mint established 
in China, Tho source chiefly drawn 
upon and consulted in this work is 
“the treatiso on currency” by the 
Chinese Scholar Ma Twan-lin, in the 
eighth and nith volumes of his famous 
encyclopedia; but othor writers are also 
quoted, and the tale is in ench case one 
of inflation, corraption, and collapse. 
In 1822 Sir John Mandeville, the 
physician, was in Tartary, and his 
story reads as follows :-— 

“This Emperour_ may dispenden als 
moche as he wile, withouten estymacioun. 
For he despendethe not, ne makethe no 
money, but of Lether emprented, or of 
Papyre. And of that of money, is som of 
gretter prys, and som of lasse prys, aftre 
the dyvorsitee of his Statutes. And whan 
that Money “hatho ronne so longe that it 
begynnetho to waste) than men beren it to 
the Emperotire’s Tresorye ; and than 
taken newe money for the olde. And thst 
Money othe thorghe out alle the contre, 
and thorghe out, Provynces. For 
there and beyonde hem, thei make no 
Money nouther of Gold nor ofSyiver. And 

jore he may despende ynow, and 














This opportunity of spending outrage- 
ously was no donbt at the bottom of 
the trouble. The convenience of paper 
money was, as it is still, unquestioned ; 
and there were Chinese statesmen who 
saw the necessity of having a metallic 
reserve, in order to make its employ- 
ment as safe as it was convenient; but 
these were few and their voice was 
powerless to stay the career of ruin, 
As it had been with the Sung dynasty, 
so it was with the Mongols; and as it 
had been with the Mongols, so it was 
with the Mings. Sustained by no sound 
economic principles, paper money 
came to grief, just as all attempts at 
coinage seem to have come to grief be- 
cause the minting process bas been 80 
crude that everybody at once set to 
work to imitate and debase the 
tokens. 


LIGHTS ON MEN-OF-WAR. 


‘Tax collision case lately tried in the 
Supreme Court, between H.M.S. Frolic 
and the merchant steamer Dragon, is 
one which calls for a few words of 
comment. We do not purpose entering 
into the merits of the case as between 
the two vessels, nor attempting to cri- 
ticise the decision, which we believe to 
have been a just one under the cireum- 
stances brought forward. What does 
appear to us strange is the inferiority 
of the lights which appear to be 
tolerated on board Her Majesty's ves- 
sels. A great deal was said on both 
sides, during the progress of the case, 
respecting this question, and it does 
seom surprising that a vessel belong- 
ing to H.M’s Navy should have to 
defend such @ serious countercharge. 
The Court was satisfied that this in- 
feriority could not, in the present 
instance, be pleaded as an excuse for 
the collision ; and the evidence and re- 
sult of tho personal examination made 
by the Judge and the Assessors, of the 
lights used by the Frolic, justifies that 
opinion, But it is none the less cer- 
tain that the fact itself is discreditable 
to the responsible authorities. We are 
well aware that neither to the Com- 
mander nor to any person connected 
with the ship does this responsibility 
attach ; they can only use what is pro- 
vided, but the negligence which omits 
to provide a man-of-war with lights of 
the very best description cannot be too 
strongly blamed. Her Majesty’s ships 
should rather set an example in this 
respect to ships of the mercantile 
marine. Instead of this being 80, how- 
ever, in the present instance, not only 
was one light stated to be too small 
and in many particulars not up to Board 
of Trade Regulations; but even the 
best light exhibited by the Frolic is 
alleged to have been only a third-class 
light, and one that would be discoun- 
tenanced by the Board of Trade 
Surveyors at Home for a mercbant 
vessel. ‘There can scarcely be @ ques- 
tion that the Board of Trade offi- 
cials are, after so long an experience 

different 


of testing and comparing 














lights, the best judges of what olass of 
light and what size of lamp is most 
capable of conforming to the require- 
ments of the law. Now, a third-class 
light has simply = common lens, and, 
unless it has a very powerfal reflector 
and is in other particulars exceedingly 
well made, its sufficiency may well be 
questioned, as an abstract question. 
At any rate, there is an incongruity 
amounting to injustice in requiring 
for merchant steamers a higher 
standard than that which is tolerated 
in the case of men-of-war. A first. 
class light, on the other band, has a 
dioptric lens which concentrates the 
rays of light and enables them to be 
thrown by the reflector to a greater 
distance. We maintain, therefore, that 
this, the highest class of light, is the 
ouly one which should be used by ships 
of war so that the question of the sufii- 
ciency of their lights may not, in case 
of collision, ever be called in question, 
Wo wore glad to see the Court con- 
idered it necessary to add a rider to 
its judgment, respecting this portion of 
the case ; and we trast that the prom 
inenco thus given will attract the 
attention of the responsible officials, 
and secure the future supply to Her 
Majesty’s ships of such lights as the 
Board of Trade require to be used in 
the vessels of our mercantile navy. 
It is, we believe, an unusual thing for 
tho Government to enter an action for 
damages, in cases where their ships 
unfortunately eustain damage in colli- 
sion with those of their subjects, and 
the justice and expediency of doing 60 
may be open to argument; but at least 
one advantage will ensue from the 
course taken in the present instance, if 
the publicity given to the defects 
we have indicated lead to tho remedy 
of an ovident incongruity —There 
is yot one point in connexion with 
this subject which invites remark, 
and that is the position of the lights 
exhibited by the Frolic. These were 
placed immediately before the bluff of 
tho bows, in places let into tho bulwark 
of tho ship on each side. This also 
appears to be against the Board of 
Trado Regulations for a merchant 
vessel, and we donot see any reason 
why, in times of peace, mon-of-war 
should not carry theirlightslike ordinary 
merchant vessels, at either oxtremity 
of the bridge, where they can bo under 
the immediate supervision of the officer 
of the watch. There is, we aro aware, 
an objection on the part of naval 
officers generally to having tho sides 
of the ship bampered with clumsy 
looking sereon-boards such as would 
be necessary in caso lights were fitted 
in the position mentioned ; but, as in 
the case of some other objectionable 
looking fittings, theso might be so 
constructed as to enable them to be 
removed in time of war, or when the 
vessel arrived in port, and easily re- 
fitted when sho gets ready for sea. 
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ENGLISH LACK OF INTEREST IN CHINA, 
We have complained over and over 
again of the scanty interest taken by 
the British public in China and Chinese 
affairs. It is impossible to be surprised 
that this should be the case, as we are 
uncomfortably aware that there are 
much more pressing and important 
questions than those connected with 
China ever thrusting themselves on the 
attention of the British public. Still 
wo sometimes feel irritated at finding 
ourselves utterly ignored. When a 
clerk in the Treasury thinks we dwell 
in tho tropics, or a clerk in the Foreign 
Office thinks Shanghai is a Colony, we 
feel somewhat slighted, and forget how 
many distant lands are veiled in similar 
myatery to us, and how easy it would 
be to pose us on questions about the 
government of Lapland or even about 
the names of some of the frontier 
tribes of India. It is, therefore, 
with some satisfaction that we see 
the ‘Times devoting more than 
two columns to a notice of Chinese 
Literature. It seems that Mr. R. K. 
Douglas bas just compiled a catalogue 
of the Chinese printed books, manu- 
soripts, and drawings in the British 
museum ; and taking this as a text, wo 
have a brief but well written summary 
of the most noteworthy points in the 
Literary History of China. There has 
been o time when the Flowery Land 
was rather the fashion in England, and 
indeed we shall not be far wrong if 
we say that more intorest was taken in 
China by English scholars in the 
middle of the 18th century than at 
the beginning of the 19th. Sir William 
Chambers made a voyage to China 
in 1748, and came home full of 
admiration for Chinese architecture. 
Ho carried this absurdly far, and was 
laughed at by Walpole for his mania. 
Btill it attracted attention to China, 
and the 
“Scenes of Yuen-ming and sayingsof Li Tsong” 
were talked about in clubs and 
boudoirs. Bishop Percy, the collector 
of the “Roliques of Ancient English 
Poetry” and the friend of Johnson 
and Reynolds, began his literary career 
by the publication of what purports to 
bo a Chinese novel, obtained of course 
from French sources, and subsequently 
produced “Miscellaneons Pieces relat. 
ing to the Chinese.” In the learned 
Bishop Lowth’s notes on Isaiah, we find 
reference to “the present Emperor of 
“China’s ingenious and sensible poem 
entitled Eloge de Moukden, a trans- 
“lation of which in French was 
“ published at Paris, 1770”; and as a 
queer anticlimax we may note that the 
notorions Dr. Dodd, in a forgotten 
novel called The Sisters, writes, “Accord- 
“ing to the present fashion [1754] 
“and manner among the trading part 
“ of this city, she furnished her house 
“with the best mahogany and elegant 
“sill damask, and had everything in 
“the newest, the Ohinese taste.” 

The French Revolution and the 
Napoleonic wars drove China out of 











everybody's head, and it has hardly been 
able to push itself back again since, 
Now, however, we certainly see signs 
of a waking up to tho importance of 
the Middle Kingdom, its literature, its 
customs, its arts and its political in- 
stitutions. The reviewer of the 
Musonm Catalogue says, cleverly but 
perhaps rather superficially, “ China, 
“like an old coquette, was always 
“gdmiring her past beauties in an 
“examination paper, and paid no atten. 
“tion to the progress of other nations, 
“ or those arts and sciences which con- 
“tribute more than a well penned 
“ composition, or a facile flow of verse, to 
“the happiness of mankind. When first 
“brought into contact with the West, 
“the nation was nearly as prostrate as 
“the untutored Aztec, and no scholar, 
“however eminent, could weigh the 
“relative power of foreign thought or 
“physical force with which ho had to 
“contend. It remains to be seen if 
“China bas awoke too late 7 
There is some trath in this; but has 
not Europe failed in her duty and 
injured her own interests by not de. 
voting herself to the development of 
China, and making herself acqaainted 
with a country second to uono in 
importance, and destined to have 
marked influence on tho history of the 
world. Though her strange tongue, 
as has beon often said, is a more 
formidable obstacle to European inter- 
course than her Great Wall, it will 
have to be surmounted, and much 
timo has been lost in making the 
attempt to pluck out the heart of her 


mystery. 

















@utports. 








NEWCHWANG. 

A fow days ago we received a newspaper 
from Shanghai, dated 5th November ; and 
a day or two later some journals to 8th 
December reached us, vid Peking, but the 
heavy mails, vid Chefoo, so heavy possibly 
that they can only be earried by one of the 
first steamers in the spring, have not yet 
arrived. You will tire of our complaints 
anent the Chefoo mail management ; and 
‘so let us turn to the more ible task of 
chronicling the arrival of the Customs 
Gourier from Peking with dates of 2ist 
December from yours, and Ist November 
from England ; and telegrams announcing 
the fall of Plevna, &c. We cannot suffi- 
ciently thank the I. M. Customs for carrying 
letters for the community. 

In the Celestial Empire of 6th December, 
we are informed ‘that when the British 
“barque Victory was coming out of the 
“Liaou Ho River, in charge of Pilot 
“*McThorne, the pilot schooner ran into 
‘her, doing considerable damage ; that the 
“British Consul told the Captain he was 
to blame, as he should not have employed 
“a pilot, and that by doing so, he had be- 
“come responsible for the pilot's acts.” If 
tho Captain states the trath—for I suppose 
the information is derived from him—that 
the Victory was hove-to at the time of colli- 
sion, it is rather hard that he should have 
to pay not only his own damages, but those 
of the pilot schooner, had the latter 
suffered any, on account of his employ- 
ing a pilot. It is difficult to understand 
how the Captain can be held blameworthy, 
seeing that his pilot is part owner of the 





pilot boat; for, if the latter was hove-to, 
the Victory ran into her—when in charg 
of the pilot we may pre 

hand, if the Victory was hove-to the pilot’ 
‘boat must have been the cause of the 2. 
In any case, unless the Captain took the 
‘management of the vessel out of the pilot’s 
hands, the damage could only be caused or 
prevented by the pilot. The ruling, there- 
fore, that the Captain must pay because he 
employed a pilot is either a mis-statement 
or one likely to seriously injure the trade of 
the port ; the object being to encourage the 
employment of pilots, not to warn Captains 
that by doing so they’ incur the chance of 
injury which they might prevent by saving 
the rather heavy pilotage fee. Tt is not 
complimentary to our pilot service, which, 
under the able management of our harbour 
master Mr. Deighton Braysher, is,‘we are 
happy to add, second to none in the East, 
They are good men, all of them, and have 
long since outlived, even if they ever 
deserved, the character given them in the 
“China Coast Pilot” many years ago. 

st Jan. 








Last night the heavy mail came from 
Chefoo, with Shanghai dates to the first 
week of November and even a ‘Tele- 
gram” of the 23rd Nov. Now wo hed 
already received, vid Peking, letters from 
Shanghai to 2ist Dec. and Telegrams 
from England of the 19th Dec, Comparison 
is odious, we know, and the courier was 
40 days from Chefoo ; still some of us would 
bo glad if the Customs would again under- 
take the whole mail pidgin. 

Several robbers havo been exccuted, and 
every now and then one observes a fresh 
head in a basket dangling from the gate 
close to the English Settlement. 

22nd Jan, 








‘NINGPO. 
A case lately decided at_H.B.M. Con- 


sulate—O. M. 8. N. Co. «. Wadman & Co. 
—has been the subject of some discussion 
here. The plaintiffs claimed tho right to 
remove a corrugated iron shed erected somo 
years ago on defendants’ property by the 
then agenis of the Shanghai Steam 
Navigation Company, but not named in 
their (the Wadman & Qo, and 8. 8. N.) 
lease, Most people thought the defendanis 
presented a strong caso why the shed 
should not be removed ; but the Court 
held otherwrise, and ruled in favour of the 
Chinese. As tho case will probably be 
appealed to the Supreme Court, you will no 
doubt hear more of it, 


2ist Feb, 















FoocHOW. 
A gir dg held at the Foochow Club, 


on the ith instant, with the object of 
forming an organisation to raise money for 
the relief of tho distress in the north, 
‘Mr. Sinclair and Mr. Hannen were placed on 
Committee forthe purpose, and requested to 
lect three other members fo act with them. 
.¢ Herald remarks that the clipper ship 
Titania is anchored off Mamoi Point, 
nearly abreast of the Church. It mentions 
the fact in proof of there being sufficient 
water in the Upper Anchorage for large 
vessels, and adds that, for general conveni- 
ence of shippers and passengers, it would 
undoubtedly be advisable to berth vessels, 
when practicable, higher up the river. 

In reference to the paragraph in a last 
issue anent the Pilot-boat Sea Dog, the 
Herald is glad to learn that the district 

strate at Ping Hai Bay rendered eve 

assistance to the crew of tho distresse 

vessel and prevented the natives from loot 
ing. The disabled craft was brought into 
port by the Arsenal gunboat Ching Hai, 
which happened to be eruising in the neigh- 
bourhood. ‘The Commander of the Ching 























Hai volunteered to tow the pilot boat to 
Pagoda Anchorage,and behaved most kindly 
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to the crew and to Mr. Light-keeper Green, 
who seas x puatenger on beard the Sea Doj 
from Ocksou. 





Antor. 


Some time ago the British land-renters 
at Amoy combined together to reclaim, 
without permission of the Chinese Govern- 
ment, a plot of tide-land fronting the 
Amoy town, with the intention of convert- 
ing it into & municipality, and “Re 
tions and Bye-laws” were introduced, in 
which were prescribed certain penalties. I 
am given to understand that the reclama- 
tion,of the tide-land was long ago decided 
adverse to the British claim by the high 
authorities at Peking, and, as it isa matter 
of much importance to the people of Amoy, 
and one which has already caused excite- 
ment among the native and foreign officials, 
the provincial authorities at Foochow have 
decided to reclaim the tide-land in question, 
and to retain it for Government purposes 
and the benefit of the public generall 

I may add also that the British 
Government have confiscated one of the 
most valuable lots in tho British Con- 
‘cession here, because it was many years 
ago trausferred (by lawful purchase after 
the failure of Dent & Co.) to a Chinese 
subject in violation of a certain for- 
feituro clause which was introduced into 
the original leaso—by a former British 
Consul, at the time the land was leased by 
tho Taotai to the said Consul. Iam fur- 
ther informed that the present owner of 
tho buildings on Lot 2 has paid the full 
valuo of all the interest of Dent & Co. in 
the land without knowledge of the forfeiture 
clause referred to, and that before the 
property was confiscated, it was sold to 
the Hongkong and Shanghai Banking 
Corporation. "The following is a copy 
of the notice which was potted upon 

ot 2 — 





Nonsce. 
I have this day re-entered and taken 
possession on ‘behalf of Her Majesty's 
vernment, of Lot 2 of the British Con- 
coasion with all buildings thereon. 
(Signed) J. J, Mansuar, 
Acting Surveyor of H.M.’s Office of Works, 
Shanghai. 

Can the British Government or its officers 
exercise such powers? I very much doubt 
it, because it unfolds two questions, both 
depending for explanation upon treaty 
provisions and the effect to be given to an 
agreement which was entered into between 
the then Consul and the Chinese Intendant 
some twenty years ago.—Daily Press. 

12th Feb. 





HONGKONG. 
A meeting of shareholders in the Hong: 


kong Fire Insurance Company was held 
on the 18th February. ‘The report and 
accounts were approved. Messrs. J. J. dos. 
Remedios, Reiners and MacEwen were re- 
elected members of the Consulting Com- 
mittee, and Messrs. Jackson and Bottomley 
were appointed in the stead of Messrs. 
Manger and Nicaise, ‘The proceedings were 
ofa purely formal character—The yearly 
meeting of shareholders in the Hongkong 
and Whampoa Dock Company was held on 
the same day, when the report and ac- 








counts were passed. ‘The report shows a 
net profit in ear of $38,642, and 
(including the amount brought forward 





from the previous half) 
$48,098 avalable| for distribution, 
proposed to pay off the $20,000 owin; 
the Hongkong Fire Insurance Co., and to 
divide $30,000, at the rate of 2 per cent., 
among shareholders, carrying forward the 
balance. Messrs. Hoppius and Emory, 
retiring directors, were re-elected, and 
Mr. Lind was elected in the place of Mr. 
‘Melver.—The China Mail understands 
that the Portuguese residents have come 





forward with commendable promptitude, at 
tho suggestion of H.E. the Governor, to 
join the volunteer movement in this 
Colony. No less than seventy residents 
have been already enrolled ; and if the 
Government will only bear the expense 
of accoutrements and ammunition, a much 
larger number will doubtless join the volun- 
teer companies about to se formed. As 
yet nothing has been heard of the other 
company or companies, though the Mail 
supposes there is every likelihood of the 
foreign residents generally joining in this 
movement of mutual defence. 

‘The Mail learns that Dr. Hance is to 
relieve Sir Brooke Robertson at once, and 
that Mr. Stronach goes to Whampoa,— 
Notice is given in the Gazette that there is 
a scarcity of water in the Pok-foo-lum 
reservoir, and persons having water laid on 
to their lpr are enjoined to see that 
leaky and defective pipe-joints, taps, and 
other fittings are made water-tight, to 
abstain from using it for purposes of 
irrigation, and requested to prohibit their 
servants from too lavish a uso of water 
obtained from the mains.—Messrs. Douglas 
Lapraik & Co.'s new steamer, the Kwcang- 
tung, Captain Westoby, has arrived. She 
made the run from Aberdeon to Hongkong 
touching at the usual intermediate ports, 
in 66 days. 
built to the order of 
Lapraik & Go.) by Mesers. Hall, Ruse 
and Co., of Aberdeen, to replace the vessel 
of the same name which was lost on Ockseu 
island in April, 1876. 

The Audacious, Lapwing, Curlew, Grow- 
ler, and Magpie, ‘boing the whole of Her 
‘Majesty’s vessels in port, left on the 19th 
instant, at 8.30 a.m., for'a cruise for firing 
and target practice. The Daily Press gives 
the following account of their adventures. 
They encountered a heavy cross sea out- 
ward, the ships rolling considerably. ‘Tho 
fleet ‘exercised at general quarters during 
the day, firing at a rock distant about 
2,800 yards, and made excellent practice, 
all the shot falling within three feet of 
each other. At eleven p.m., the squad- 
ron exercised at night quarters, the 
guns being cast loose, and three rounds 
were fired within three minutes. The 20th 
being very misty, the fleet remained at 
anchor in Tytam ‘Bay. Next morning at 
ning ofelock they weighed anchor and pro- 
ceeded out of the bay; they were ma- 
noouvred under steam and sail, theevolutions 
giving great satisfaction to the Admiral, 
tho was on board the audacious, At noon 
the squadron proceeded for the anchorage, 
with ‘tho exception of the Magpie, which 
went to Aberdeen to be docked.—A 
Flower-Show was to be held on tho after- 
noon of the 22nd, in the Public Gardens, 
and a Fancy Bazaar, in aid of the North 
China Famine Fund, in an adjoining 
matshed.—The 22nd being the anniver- 
sary of Washington's day, the 


fessrs. Douglas 


China Mail says the harbour and town | {* 


wero gay with bunting. All the men-of- 
war and many of the merchant vessels don- 
ned their usual holiday attire, and salutes 
were fired from the Tennessee, Monocacy, 
Hugon, Audacious and Victor Emanuel.— 
‘A very pretty raco was pulled in the 
afternoon between the U.S.S. Tennessee's 
barge and the U.S.S. Monocacy’s cutter. 
Both boats carried 14 oars, but the Ten- 
‘nessee's broke one before they had pulled 
many strokes and went over the course 
with 13. The distance was about two 
miles. ‘The boats hugged each other for 
nearly the whole distance, but the Ten- 
nessee’s passed the mark 4 seconds ahead, 
The time was 16 min. 35sec. 





SAIGON. 
A correspondent of the Marseilles 
‘Semaphore says the efforts made by Admiral 
Duperré during the three years he has 
held the governorship of Cochin-China, to 
develop the resources of the colony, bave 
been crowned with much success, One 


The Kiemgting has "beet | 





the governor's first acts was to create an 
gzperimental farm, about a kilometre from 
Saigon. , indigo, cotton, cocoa 
trees, and coffee shrubs wese planted there, 
under the direction of an experienced offci 

from the botanical garden in Paris ; and 
from its nurseries thousands of coffee and 
cocoa plants have been and are sent every 
year into the outlying districts, and dis- 
tributed gratuitously both among the 
French and Annamite planters. The cul- 
tivation of tobacco has also been attempted 
with great success ; and the governor has 
now requested that one of the officals from 
the manufactory of tobacco in Paris may 
be sent out at the expense of the colony to 
superintend the preparation of the leaf for 
tho European market. Experiments also 
have and are still being made at the public 
expense to ascertain the most profitable 
manner of dealing with the sugar-cane, 
which is found to yield most abundantly. 





‘NAGASAKI, 

The Rising Sun reports a meeting of tho 
Nagasaki Rowing Club, held on the 8th 
instant, at which it was’ resolved, on the 
motion of Mr. Hellyer, seconded by Mr. 
Dittmer, that the Club’be wound up and 
its property sold as soon as possible.— 

LRM.’ ship Bayan, and_ the 
Haydamack, and Vsadnick have left Naga- 
saki for Yokohama,—H.M.S. Eyeria re- 
mains in port, but the Frolic is shortly 
expected to return from Shanghai, when 
the former vessel will probably return to 
Hongkong. 


HIOGO. 


‘The News says, according to the Osaka 
‘Shimpo the. large bronze idol of Todaiji, 
Nara, has been measured for the purp 
of ascertaining its weight, the result given 
being something ‘over Ibs, 822,964,367, or 
367 tons, 7 owt. 3 qrs. 16 bs.—The annual 
meeting of the Kobe Regatta and Athletic 
Club has been held. je affe of the 
Club appear to be flourishing. The follow: 
ing were elected as the committee, Messr 
Sim, Macpherson, Thornicraft, Mackenzie, 
3. Gillingham, F. Walsh, Groom, Voigt, 

; Mr. Mackenzie being elected 
Captain, and Mr. J. Gillingham secret- 
ary and treasurer.—The British barque 
Ville de Lille, which has been lying di 
masted in the harbour since the severe gale 
on the coast some months ago, has been: 
sold to Japanese for yen 4,725.—From tho 
Osaka Nippo, the News translates that on 
the lith instant, a s nemepeper read- 
ing” assombly was held at the house of 
MMe ‘Yamamoto. There were over 
listeners and Mr, Nishida distributed to 
them printed directions for preserving 
is said that 











health, as prepared by him.—It 

th ipal merchants of Omi intend to 
‘a silk market at Kobe.—It 
d that, Annam is distremed beyond 
any previous experience by sovero famine, 
floods and cholera. —According to the Yez0 
correspondent of the Nippo, the neighbor- 
hood of Sapporo would offer a fine field 
for the energies of sportsmen, bears espe- 
cially appearing to be plentiful. On about 
the 16th January, a bear killed a man and a 
pack horse in ‘Tesukisatteunura, and bears 
have killed two travellers near the Sapporo 
temple. On the 18h of January, one 
appeared in the town and was shot by 
soldiers of the Tondenhai, who were in 
some danger, but the bear was killed. This 
fone was about 6 feet long. Two others 
appeared in the Kaitaku Shicho ; one was 
kill the Tondenhai, the other. got 
away. ‘The population of Sapporo is about 
1,000, and Christianity prevails there, ight 
‘tenths of the people being Christians, ‘Tho 
winter there has been very severe. Near 
Soseibashi the water is frozen over. In the 
lower stream, the ice is 3} feet thick, and 
when shaped into pieces 2 feet wide and 
4 fect long it is stored in_godowns, to bo 









of ' transported, probably, to Tokio, 
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formed in Yokohama for the purpose. of 
raising subscriptions in aid of the China 
‘Famine Relief Fund.—Mr. Russell Robert- 
son, H.B.M. Consul, goes home on leave 
in April next. In the unsettled condition of 

Court and Consular appointments, the 

Gazette says it is impossible to say at’ pres- 

ent who Will fulfil the duties of his office 

ng his absence.—Yokohama has been 
visited by a heavy fall of snow.—In Nippon 
'. Notes, the Gazetie translates that rumours 

‘of disaffection in Kagoshima are again cur- 

rent, The Hochi Shimbun says that a plot 

having been discovered to attack the local 
government offices, some two hundred 
shizoku of Kajiki’ have been arrested. 

‘Twelve hundred policemen are to be 

sent to Kagoshima within this month.— 

‘Tho expenses incurred in the suppression 

of the late rebellion, as paid by the Finance 

Department up to the 4th instant, amount 

to 49,600,000 yen.—The number of be- 

lievers in the Christian religion is gradually 
inoreasing in the Miyagi ken; and the 

Buddhist priests of the Honganji Monastery 
are endeavouring to prevent the spread of 
the foreign religion in the interior.—De- 
bating societies find great favour both in 
town and country. Many such assembles 
have beon formed in several ken in the in- 
terior; and hold their meetings once or 
twice a week.—The Choya Shinbun gives 
‘currency to a rumour that a Corean Envoy 
ia likely to arrive in Tokio, the object of 
his mission being to urge ‘an arrangement 
oxcluding Japanese residents in his country 
from the capital—The Hochi Shimbun 
says the Sapanete man-of-war Seik-hwan, 
which left Yokohama for Europe on the 
27th ultimo, when off the coast of Hiuga 
met an English sailing vessel which hoisted 
signals of distress. Captain Matsumura 
went on board and found that many of her 
sailors were down with small-pox. A 
physician, with a quantity of medicine, was 
gent from the Seiki, and remained for several 
hours on board the sailing vessel. 

‘The 1th instant being the 2538th an- 
niversary of the accession to the throne of 
Jimmn Teno, the ancestor of the Mikado, 
was, says the Herald, observed as a public 
holiday, ‘The men-of-war in harbour 
dressed ship, and fired a salute at noon. 
‘The Japanese newspapers also observed the 
day as a holiday. 

‘Tho Japan ‘Mait says tho treaty with 
Corea, which was signed on behalf of 
Jopan in February, 1876, by Kuroda and 
Inouye, the High Commissioners appointed 
for the purpose, contains a clause to the 
effect that Japan shall have the right of 
sending an Envoy to reside at the capital, 
where he shall be allowed free access to 
Government officials in the exercise of his 
diplomatic functions. ‘The Chéya Shimbun 
says that the Corean Government now 
regrets having made this concession, and is 
about to sond a special Envoy to Tokis to 
try and arrange for the abrogation of the 
obnoxious clause. The Mail has serious 
doubts as to the Corean Envoy's success in 
this matter.—A telephone is to connect the 
Department of Home Affairs with the 
Bureau of Police at T6kid, which will cost 
325 yen in its construction.—From the 
‘Hochi Shimbun, the Mait translates that the 
Government intends to establish meteor- 
ological stations at all the epen ports, and 
has already ordered the requisite instru- 
ments from Europe. 
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ABSTRACT OF PEKING GAZETTES. 
Jon. 19th. —(Gourt Circular. Poh 
Ob’ang {ff A, General commanding the 
Chinese forces at Urumts’i, had audience 
of leave.) 





inst. for previous appointment.) 
(2) Liu Kwén-yih, Governor-General of 
the Two Kwang, memorializes soliciting 
that the Brit Generals Chang Téh-luh 
and Yang Yii-k’o may be allowed to exchange 
the commands to which they have recently 
been appointed, the former remaining in 
Kwangtung, where his services are emin- 
ently useful, and Yang Yui-k’o being per- 
mitted to assume the command of the Ku 
Chow division in the province of Kweichow 
in his stead.—For decree vetoing this pro- 

posal, see Gazette of Dec. 3st, 1877. 
Jan, 20th—(1) A decree appointing K'i Siu 
FF to the post of Reader of the Hanlin, 


and Hing Lien S$. [fff to that of Expositor. 
(2) A decree based upon a memorial from 
Li Hung-chang, Governor-General of 
Chihli, in which report is made of the 
destruction by fire of one of the buildings 
occupied by the famine refugees. The 
building in question, situated outside the 
east Gate of the city of Tientsin, took fire 
on the 8th inst. through want of precaution, 
with a consequent loss of a great number 
of lives. ‘The conduct of the officials in 
charge, in respect both of the carelessness 
they had allowed themselves to indulge 
in before the event, and their failure 
when the disaster occurred to provide 
efficient means of rescuo, thus involvin 
in so lamentable a fate the victims who ha 
been saved from the suffering of starvation, 
is most truly deserving of reprehension. 
‘We command that the expectant inspector 
of the salt department Lit Wei-chang, and 
the expectant Police Master Ting ‘T’ing- 
hwang be dismissed from the public service 
under sentence of perpetual exclusion. 
‘The Customs’ Taotai Li Chao-t’ang, the 
Salt Comptroller Ju Shan, and the Taotai 
of Tientsin, Liu Ping-lin, who failed to 
take note betimes of tho shortcomings of 
their subordinates, are to be handed to 
the Board of Civil Office for the adjudica- 
tion of the penalties respectively incurred. 
The same proceeding is to be tacen with 











reference to the Governor-General Li 
Hung-chang, Orders are subjoined for the 
bestowal of all needful relief upon the 


survivors of this calamity, and the proper 
interment of the remains of the victims 
destroyed. 

(@) Ya Luh, Governor of Nganhwei, in a 
postscript memorial, refers to the regula 
tions drawn up in 1859 by the Board. of 
Revenue, and sanctioned by rescript, with 
reference to the duties to be collected from 
opium. It was ordained that these should 
be kept under a separate heading in the 
Customs’ accounts, and should be transmit- 
ted quarterly accompanied by detailed 
statements to the Board. The Custom 
House at Wuhu having been closed for 
some twenty years and upwards in con- 
sequence of the ravages of the rebellion, it 
was reéstablished only on the 22nd July, 
1876, and the receipts on account of opium 
duty’ during the first fow months after its 
opening were extremely limited. The 
Superintendent now reports that having 
placed the collection in the hands of a 
special officer, on a system based upon that 
in force at Kiukiang, some improvement 
has been experienced as compared with the 
earlier period; and the total receipts for 
the twelve months, from July 22nd, 1876, 
to uly 10th, 1877, under this head, hare 
been Tis. 1,498. ‘This report is accordingly 
submitted in obedience to regulation, and 
the amount collected is placed as a separate 
fund to await transmission, 

Jan. 21st.—(1 and 2) Decrees based upon 
memorials from the Censors superintend- 
ing the western and southern divisions of 
Peking, respectively, with reference to cases 
of robbery with violence that have taken 
place in the suburbs. In one instance a 
pawnshop situated at some distance from 





the West Gate was attacked, on the night 
of the 2ist November last,’ by a band of 








situated outside the southwest gate of the 
Chinese city was similarly attacked, on the 
9th November. In neither instance have 
the tors of the crime been dis- 
covered and brought to justice. The police 
officials concerned are handed, as a pre- 
Iiminary measure, to the Board for edjudica- 
tion of a penalty ; and stringent orders are 
given foractive measures toward the capture 
Of the offenders. 

(8) A decree awarding €90 piculs of 
millet for division between two of the 
extra relief agencies set on foot in the 
Chinese city of Peking by private subserip- 
tion, the amount, of grain available being 
reported by the Censors of the division aa 
unequal to the demands upon these dis- 
tributing agencies. 

(4) The Prince of Tun and his colleagues 
of the committee of revision memorialize 
reporting that on completion of the. new 
edition of the Imperial Genealogical Register, 
the copy, in 44 volumes, which isdestined for 
preservation in the archives at Moukden, has 
been finally collated and bound, Instruc- 
tions respecting its transmission aresolicited. 
—See Gazette of 2nd inst. 

() Li Hung-chang, Governor-General 
of Chibli, memorializes with reference to 
the supply of grain which he had been 
called upon to provide for issue at reduced. 
rates at Peking, and respecting the method 
to be followed in offering it forsale, He had 
previously submitted for sanction his plan 
of instructing the Taotai Chu ICiengang, 
and his colleagues in the management of the 
China Merchants’ Steamship Company to 
raise the requisite funds and to purchase 
supplies of rice in the South, on the arrival 
of which ageneies should be’ established at 
selected points to carry out the system, 
experimentally, of selling at reduced rates 
and he had recived a reserpt in reply, t0 
the effect that further consideration should 
be given to the question on the aival of 
the supplies. ‘There was barely a month 
left, at this time, before the closing of the 
‘Tientsin river ; and, under his orders, steps 
wore immediately taken by Chu Ki-ngang 
and his colleagues for the shipment of 

es by steamer in quick suecession from 
the South, Before the close of navigation 
there had beon landed, inclusive of the 
amounts required for the relief of distress 
in the provinces of Ohihli and Shansi, up- 
wards of 100,000 piculs of rice, eve 
of which came from the South. (N-B.— 
Reference is her apparently, made to tho 
accusations levelled against the Governor- 
General's agents, of buying up rice near 
Peking, which appeared in the Gazette of 
22nd November, 1877.) Of this amount it 
was proposed to allot $0,000 piculs for sale 
at reduced rates at Peking,—an incon- 
siderable amount, itis true, but timepressed. 
As the officials ‘of the Company are all 
southerners and unfamiliar with the condi- 
tion of affairs at Peking, the memorialist 
hhad_ appointed two officials of the Chihli 
staff to undertake the management of 
matters on the spot. He submits for deci- 
sion the question whether sales shall be 
made by ollicial agency, or whether private 
dealers shall be encouraged to buy from 
Government for purposes of resale, with 
permission to make a small profit by the 
transaction, but under prescribed limits aa 
toprice. This, in the memorialist’s vpinion 
would be the simplest and most economical 
Bsn, and Jt would obviate alo, such a 
janger as previous experience shews to 
exist, of robbery of the grain depéts by 
armed bands.—For rescript, referring this 
question for deliberation, ‘see Gazette of 
4th inst, 

Jan, 22nd-23rd. —(N.B. During the 
month of the Chinese New Year's holidays, 
the Gazette appears, as usual, on alternate 
days only). 

(1) A decree referring to the state of 
sulfering to which the provinces of Shansi 
and Honan have been reduced by drought 
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and famino, and to the scanty fall of snow 
which has thus far taken place in both these 
provinces. Even though a sufiiciency of 
moisture should be experienced later, which 
would enable the sowing of the spring 
wheat to bo made good, the period for the 
collection of the first half-year’s land tax 
would be quickly reached, and there is 
every reason to apprehend that the popula- 
tion would be unable to meet the demands 
upon it. It is consequently ordained that, 
in the’ two provinces of Shansi and 
Honan, the Bret balf-years’ collection 
of the Jand and grain taxes of all 
descriptions be entirely remitted in all the 
distressed districts for the coming season. 
‘The provincial authorities are required to 
issue a proclamation of this Act of Indul- 
gence, and to punish at once and severely 
any attempts at concealment or malpractice 
of an 

underlings. 

(2) A decree, referring for consideration 
on the part of the Board of Revenue, « 
memorial submitted by the Censor Hu 
Ping-che, who requests that a rigorous 
prohibition be enforced against distilling, — 
in order to obviate a waste [of food-stulis] 
and to contribute toward enlarging the 
means of subsistence available for the 
population. 

(3) A. decree, sanctioning a request sub- 
mitted by the Governor of Shun-tien Fu, 
who has asked that two additional reliet 
agencies be opened in the neighbourhood 
of ‘Peking, “rom the beginning of the 
approaching, first’ moon (February), the 

lowance of 120 piculs of millet is to be 
made to each of these agencies, in addition 
to the four previously set on foot. 

(4) A decreo remitting for consideration 
by the Board of Revenue a memorial in 
which the Censor ‘Téng King-lin represents 
that the issue of Government salt. for con- 
sumption in the province of Shansi has 
been greatly checked and that smuggling 
is extremely rife, for which reasons he 
recommends that a return to the old system 
of conducting the salt trade through oficial 
agencies, both for transportation and sale, 
be made. 

Tan, 24th-25th.—(1) A decree based upon 
a memorial from Wang Kia-pih, Vice- 
Governor of Féng-t'ion, ‘tho, with reference 
to the caso of Lin Show-t'a, recently dit 
missed from his office of Licutenant-Gov- 
cernor of Shansi on the charge of violating 
the regulations affecting the remittance of 
supplies to the army chest of Tso Tsung- 
tang, has requested that the Governor 
of Slansi be commanded to, institute an 
enquiry for the pi of ascertaining 
whether, in reality, the clerks employe 
under the disgraced official had not pur- 
posely kept back documents fromn his notice 
with intent to precipitate him into ruin, 
It is enjoined, hereupon, that knavery of 
the kind referred to by the memorialist 
can on no account be suffered to flourish ; 
and all the provincial Governments are 
commanded to take stringent measures 
for its prevention. Theso orders must 
not, however, be suffered to be made use of 
by ‘Lin Show-t'n as a means of annulling 
the sentence of dismissal from the public 
service already pronounced in his case ; and 
the request preferred for a reéxamination 
of the question is vet 

(2) A decree remitting for consideration 
by the Board of Revenue conjointly with 
the memorial submitted to the same effect 
by the Censor Hu Ping-che (see yesterday's 
Gazette), a proposition on the part of the 
Governor-General Li Hung-chang for the 
suspension of all distilling operations in 
Chihli for the time being, 

(8) A decree based upon a memorial from 
the Governor General Li Hung-chang, who 
has “denounced an Expectant Magistrate 
nained Chu Lih-han, employed in superin- 
tending the police of the strects of 
Tientsin, for the offence of extorting a 
sum of ransom-money under pretext 
of having to apprehend certain women of 
illfame, " The delinquentis cashiered, with 




















kind on the part of the official | jj 








sentence of perpetual exclusion from 
further employment. 

(4) A decree ordaining a further series of 
supplicatory services to be held on the 26th. 
inst., when his Majesty will offer incense in 
person at the Ta Kao Tien, in eonsequence 
of the protracted drought in and around 

king. 

Jan, 26th-27th.—(1) A Decree. Let Siu 
Ki FFF come to Peking and await other 


employment. Let Fu Ho ‘By Zl, hereto- 
fore stripped of his rank as a Manchu 
Brigade-General, be invested with the 
insignia of the third rank, and become acting 
Brigade-General of Altchuk’a. (N.B.—Fu 
Ho, the official thus reinstated in office, 
was cashiered a year or two ago in con- 
sequence of a disagreement, resulting in an 
exchange of blows, between himself and 

is superior officer, Yung Ts'tian, then 

Governor of Ili.) 

(2) fung-chang, Governor-General of 
Chili, and Li Hob-nien, acting-Governor 
of Honan, jointly memorialize reporting 
the result of an enquiry into the charges 
brought by the Censor Li Kwei-lin some 
months ago against the Magistrate of the 
Ngan-yang district, in Honan, with 
reference to exactions alleged ‘to be 
levied without stint upon the salt con- 
tractors for the Ch’ang-lu delivery area. 
The report of the official appointed: to 
enquire into this afair exculpates ‘tho 
Magistrate, who is shewn to have merely 
called upon the salt contractors to advance 
asum of money required for completing 
the repairs of a bridge, which the inhabit- 
ants of the district had not the means of 
providing immediately. ‘The amount thus 
provided was Tis. 7,333, out of which a 
sum of Tis. 2,666 was given as a subscrip- 
tion toward the undertaking, and the 
balance hasbeen repaid to the lenders, with 
the exception of a sum of Tis. 200 which 
it is found was surreptitiously deducted by 
one of the Magistrate’s personal retainers. 
For his failure to discover this act of dis- 
honesty, it is requested that the Magistrate 
be handed to the Board for adjudication of 
a penalty ; and the delinquent himself is to 
be proceeded against with all the rigour 
of the law by the Prefect of K’ai-féng Fu. 

(8) The Governor of Shensi memorializes 
reporting the discovery of extensive frauds 
in connection with the issue of Govern- 
tment notes through the money-shops in 
that province, under official supervision. 
After the province became in 1862 the 
cone of warfare, he states, the Governor 
then in office, Ying K'i, under the pressure 
of financial exigencies, submitted proposals 
for the establishment of Government cash- 
shops, whence notes were to be issued 
which were to be used in part payment of 
the Manchu soldiery and the Chinese gar- 
rison troops at Si-ngan Fu. This ex- 
pediont, originally introduced with a view 
to husbanding the resources of the Ex- 
chequer and to provide a medium of 
circulation, has been in force for 12 or 15 
years, and ‘in consequence of the numerous 
abuses that have arisen in connection with 
it, the memorialist reported some time ago 
his intention to cease, from the beginni: 
of 1876, the farther printing of Government 
notes, and to issue a sum of Tis. 6,000 or 
7,000 per mensem to the cash-shops for the 
redemption of the old notes outstanding. In 
the course of last summer he learnt that 
malversations had been committed by 
the official appointed to superintend the 
cash-shops, in the way of misappropri- 
ation of the notes, indebtedness in run- 
ning accounts with private money-shops, 
and overpayments of wages to the 
clerks employed in the cask-shops, etc. 
‘An expectant Magistrate was appointed 
hereupon to enquire into the matter, when 
‘it was discovered that during the 10 or 15 
years of his service in the above-named 
‘capacity, the incriminated official, Fang 
Yen-hi by name, was ble ‘with a 
deficit of 23,600 and odd strings of cash in 
the accounts under his charge, beside 3,426 











strings overpaid under the head of wages, 
&c, Fang Yen-hi has meanwhile died ; but 
it is requested that orders may be given, in 
the first place, for his deprivation of the 
rank he held as District Magistrate, and 
secondly for the sequestration “and escheat- 
ment of his property on behalf of the 
exchequer.—Sanctioned by rescript. 

(4) Li Hung-chang,* Governor-General 
of Chihli, reports,” with reference to 
the decree received ‘by him on the 10th 
October last, sanctioning his proposals for 
a modified course of action with reference 
to the provision of grain on behalf of the 

vinces of Shansi and Honan, that he 
ad caused the Taotai Chu K’i-ngang to 
be furnished with the funds required for 
the purchase of piculs 30,000 of rice at 
Shanghai, and for the freight of the same 
to Tientsin before the close of navigation, 
as an scieance seoount of = roving ce 
of Kiangsi, whence this quantity of grain 
was ordered to be diverted to purposes of 
relief. 

(8) Shén Pao-chéng, Governor-General 
of the ‘Two Kiang, etc., referring to his 
memorial (see Gazelte of December 20th, 
1877) impeaching Lin Hien, Taotai of the 
Hwai-Yang Intendancy, for the vice of 
opium-smoking, reports that he has provi- 
sionally appointed a Taotai named P'ang 
Tsi-ytin ffi (BE SE to act in his stead, 
pending a further appointment. 








Public Meetings. 





SHANGHAI AND HONGKEW WHARF COMPANY. 


‘The annual meeting of the Shanghai and 
Hongkew Wharf Company was held ‘Tues- 
day at the Shanghai Club, ‘There were 
present—Messrs. J. Bell-Irving (in the 
chair), F. H. Bell, A. McLeod, A. ©. 
‘Westall, H. Sutherland (Directors) ; A. 
Hennequin, Hubbe, J. M. Young, R. D. 
Skelly, R.’S. Gundry, A. Thurbum J. 
H. Vail, &. Daly, J. Jacques, E,W. Rice, 
H. J. Such, J. Buchanan, and W. H. 
‘Tapp } representing over 1,000 shares. 

‘The Gnaizuax, im opening the proceed- 
ings, said—This meeting has been called in 
the usual way to receive the Report of the 
Directors for the past year, to elect Direc- 
tors for the current year, and to transact 
general business. As the Report has been 
in your hands for a few days, I presume 
it may be taken as read. 1 think the 
shareholders have every reason to be aatis- 
fied with the result of the year’s working, 
as the net earnings of the Wharves have 
exceeded, by about Tis. 8,000, the amount 
of Tis, 64,200 aimed al as profits for dis- 
tribution at the time of the amalgamation. 
I would point out to you that while the 
‘gross earnings of the Wharves for the past 
year exceed thoso of the provious one by 
is. 23,000, the principal item of expendi- 
ture, viz., wages, coolie hire, &., has 
not increased in’ the same proportion. 
‘There is a reduction also of Tis. 5,000 on 
the discount allowed to contributors, which 
will no doubt be satisfactory to those shar: 
holders who so strongly ‘object to dit 
counts. ‘The Hongkew Wharf property is 
now in good repair, and has been per- 
manently benefited by the new godowns 
recently erected to replace old ones and 
increase the storage accommodation. The 
demand for storage is still increasing, all 
the accommodation being fully ocoupied, 
As the largest new godown was only com- 
pleted towards the end of the year, these 
accounts do not show much increase of 
profit from that source; but the result for 
the past two months’ working has fully 
justified the expectations of the Directors. 
‘The business of the Wharves is steadily 
increasing, and a prosperous result from this 
year’s working may be looked forward to. 
‘With regard to the unoccupied land at the 
East end of the Wharf (‘Raulet’s Land”); 
it has been advertised for some consider- 
able time, but so far the Directors have not 
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found any one desirous of purchasing it 
In the event of a sale, the Directors cal- 
culated upon being able to wipe off the 
sum due to the Bank ; failing this, the land 
may come in useful in the event of Bonded 
‘Warehouses being sanctioned by the Cus- 
toms authorities. Any questions the share- 
holders may wish to put, I shall be pleased 
to answer. 





1877 have to report 
working has heen satisfactory, 2s it 
net gain equal to 11§ per cent, on the 











capital. 
‘After providing for the interim dividend of 
4 per cent., declared on 25th July last, the 
Profit and Loss Account shows a cr 
of ‘Tis, 18,457. 
Dir 
















ing & second 
¥ ith March, 1878 ; 
placing ‘Tis.’ 5,000 to credit of Depreciation 
Accouut, aud carrying forward the balance of 
‘De. 557.9 




















M Jardine, Matheson & Co. having 
archased the water fron lors’ 
sold to them the 


Ss. Cc. 
_ amount, 
; ween placed to the credit of the 
Compi roperty Account, ‘The lease is 
continued by the new owners to the Associated 
‘Wharves on the same terms as formerly. 

To supply the increasing demand for storage 
accomaoiation, the Directors have built two 



















1 of an old godow 
Anavciated Wharves pay 
rate of 15 per cent. in ter: 





interest at th 








‘Workixe Account for Year ended Mist December, 1877, 
be, 
te hire, ete, 












ouery, Ailvertising, 
‘on Gross 








reement, a 
Shiabgial and’ Hongkew Wharf Com- 


sardl,Statheion € G 






roadway 
mee on Propet 








1817 


Tao 3 


Dec, 1 


» a 
ma 





a ae 
cae 

co ge a m0 pe 

rey Ta 





and Co. invested largely in them. There 
were three Trustees, but all of them he 
believed had left China ; but that the Home 
was in trust was a fact that he thought 


22 | could not be denied. 
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Mr. Low asked how long the lease of the 
frontage to the Sailors’ Home property had 
yet to run? z 

‘The CuarrMan answered, to the end of 
the term of the Association—ten years from 
the time of amalgamation. 

‘Mr. Low would also like to know what 
‘was about the amount that was likely to be 
for current repairs during the 
year. Were many of the planks 
or piles ‘of the Wharf out of repair, and 
was it likely that the repairs would be ex- 
cessive ; or was the Wharf in good order 
and not likely to require many repairs? 

‘The Cuateatas replied that repairs to the 
‘Wharf were carried on regularly. When 
any of the planks or piles were found to be 
rotten and wanted replacing, Mr. Vail had 
them replaced by new ones. He did not 
think the repairs during the ensuin 
year would be very heavy, but they would 
probally amount to from Tis. 1,000 to 

ls. 1,500. There was not likely to be a 


I outlay, 
“Bir Ta 











», With reference to the purchase 


409 | of the water frontage to the Sailors’ Home 


by Messrs. Jardine, Matheson and Co., 
would like to know how it was not 
put up at public auction, or procured 
by the Directors for the Company. 
Could the Directors explain what reasons 
there were for the sale being conducted in 
the way it had been, and would they ex- 
Plain why they had not bought it? 
Mr. Beu 
question. 


jailed to understand Mr. 
Tapp's 
. McLzop said the Directors had no- 
thing to do with the Sailors’ Home. 

‘The Cuainstas said Messrs, Jardine, 
Matheson and Co. bought the frontage 
from the Sailors’ Home, and had bought the 
staging at a valuation, and leased it to the 
Associated Wharves Company on the same 
terms as previously. 

Mr. Dary thought it would have been 
better if the purchase had been made by the 
Company. 

‘The Cuatmas replied that Jardine, 
Matheson and Co. had Tis. 7,000, out of 
a total of Tis. 10,000 in the Sailors’ Home ; 
and being the largest shareholders, they 
could do as they liked. 

‘Mr. Tare had thought that was it. 

Mr. Gcxpny was quite sure Messrs, Jar- 
dine, Matheson med Co. would not have 
wished to acquire the property at the price 
named, in opposition to the remaining in- 
terests, although these were in a minority. 
He imagined what Mr. Tapp meant was 
that the shareholders in the Shanghai and 
Hongkew Wharf ought to have been given 
an opportunity of offering for the frontage. 

Mr. McLxop said when Messrs. Jardine, 
Matheson and Co. owned Tis. 7,000 out of 
a total of Tls. 10,000, the property to all 
intents and purposes was theirs, and that 
they had only transferred it from one 
account to another. 

‘Mr. Tarr begged to differ entirely with 
the last speaker. The Sailors’ Home never 
belonged to Messrs. Jardine, Matheson and 
Co., but, as he understood it, it was to be- 
Jong to the sailors of Shanghai. The Home 
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failed and a number of people took up de- 
bentures, and at the time Jardine, Matheson 


It was asked whether the consent of tho 
‘Trustees had been obtained to the sale. 

‘The Seoxerazy explained that a meeting 
of the debenture-holders in the Sailors’ 
Home had been held, and that one Trustee 
was present. It was then agreed to sell the 
frontage to Messrs. Jardine, Matheson & Co. 
for Tis. 10,000, and the money was to be 
invested for the benefit of the Home. 
That meeting was reported in the North- 
China Daily News of the 19th August. 
With regard to the frontage, the lease 
had expired, and according to its terms 
the Shanghai and Hongkew Wharf 
Company had to remove the piles 
and staging ; but Messrs. Jardine, Matheson 
and Co. said they would take these over 
at a valuation and lease the frontage to the 
Company on the old terms. 

Mr, Low—But why didn’t the Directors 
buy the frontage themselves, instead of 
allowing Messrs. Jardine, Matheson and 
Co, to buy it? 

‘Mr, BeLt—That is quite another ques- 
tion. 

‘Mr. Tarr—Itis the very question Iasked, 
to begin with. 

‘Mr. Beut said in the first place tho 
Directors had no money to make the pur- 
chase with, neither did he think they ever 
contemplated the purchase, It was thought 
to be very desirable for them to be able to 
lease the frontage for the existing period 
of the Company on the terms that were 
offered, namely, that the staging should be 
taken at a valuation and then leased on the 
old terms. 

Mr. Davy said, when the lease fell 
through, there would be a lange piece of 
frontage gone. 

Mr. Bets said the Company enjoyed no 
further privilege than having the Wharf 
alongside the place. 

Mr. Dary—And we lose that privilege at 
the end of the lease. 

Mr. Tarr then handed his question to 
the Chairman in writing. 

‘The Cuareax—Mr. Tapp asks— Why 
did the Directors not buy the water front- 
age of the Sailors’ Home, instead of 
allowing Messrs. Jardine, Matheson and 
Co. to do so.” The Directors say they 
did not buy the frontage because they aid 
not think it was desirable to do so; they 
had not got the money to buy it with, and 
they thought it very desirable to enter 
into the arrangements they have done 
with Messrs. Jardine, Matheson and Co. 
Messrs. Jardine, Matheson and Co, owned 
some seven-tenths of the Sailors’ Home, 
and they bought the frontage under the 
circumstances just mentioned by the Secre- 
tary of that institution. The lease being 
up, they took over the staging at a 
valuation of Tls. 2,500, and allowed it to 
remain for the use of the Company on the 
same terms as before, namely, Tis. 1,000 
per year—a very advantageous arrange- 
‘ment for the Company. 

‘Mr, Datx—But we could have easily bor- 
rowed money to buy the frontage ? 

Mr. Low—And there are some share- 
holders who think it was most desirable 
that this frontage should have been got for 
the Company, if possible. 

‘Mr. Beii—And we were unanimously 
of opinion that it was not desirable to 
buy it under the circumstances. 

‘Mr. Goxpay thought it was a matter for 
regret that the shareholders had not been 
consulted, as they might probably have 
thought the money obtained from tho sale 
of the back property to Mr. Souper could 
have been advantageously employed in 
buying the Sailors’ Home frontage. 

‘The Cuarruay said the money received 
for the land bought by Mr. Souper had 








been already applied towards paying off the 
debt to the Hongkong and Shanghai Bank. 
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‘Mr. Gowpry imagined it could have been 

cauily te borrowed 

. Bett replied no doubt it could, but 
the Directors did not think it desirable to 
take that course. 

‘Mr. Low asked what interest was being 
paid on the money still owing the Bank? 

‘The Cuarearan answered 9 per cent. 

Mr. Low next inquired whether the 
Direciors had any intention of allotting the 
shares that had.not yet been allotted. Now 
that the shares stood ata premium, it might 
perhaps be well to allot the remaining 
shares, and pay off the debt to the Bank in 
that way. 

The Cuamaan replicd that the matter 
had already been discussed by the Dicec- 
tors, and they thought it was undesirable to 
issue the shares at present. Should the 

go on as at present, for another 
couple of years, they would be able to pay 
off not only the Bank debt, but all other 
oxisting debts. 

After a few minutes’ pause, 

‘Phe Cxrarmacaw invited further questions. 

None were asked, and 

‘The Cramaay then moved— 

‘That the Report and Accounts of the Com- 
tay, for the bee ending 3lst December, 

877, a8 printed and circulated, be accepted 
and passad, 

Mr. Bers, seconded. 

The motion was carried without a dis- 
sontient. 

It was then proposed by Mr. Low, and 
seconded by Mr, Dazy— 

‘That Messes. F. H, Bell, H, Sutherland, A. 
©. Wertall, and A. MeLeod, in conjunction 
with the ‘senior representative of Messrs. 
Jardine, Matheson aud Company, in Shanghai, 
be elected Directors for the current year. 
‘The motion was unsnimously adopted. 
On the motion of Mr. A. Tavnnuny, 
conded by Mr. J. Jacques, it was re- 
solved— 

‘That Messrs, P. Maclean and ©, Rivington 
be appointed auditors for the current year. 

Carried unanimously. 

‘The Cuarratan said this concluded the 
business before the meeting. 

Mr. Rice asked if anything further was 
Kmown respecting the Bonded Warehouse 
Scheme. 

The Cnarmsan replied that nothing 
further had been heard than that Mr. 
Bredon met the Chamber of Commerce 
last autumn, and had sont the views of the 
community’to Mr. Hart, at Tientsin. 
Probably when the Taku river was opened 

, they would hear something further 
about it” He understood Mr. art was 
expected shortly in Shanghai 

the motion of Mr. J. M. Youxa, a 
yote of thanks was passed to the Directors 
for their services during the past year; and 
a similar compliment having been paid to 
the Chairman for presiding, the meeting 
terminated. 














HONGKONG AND SHANGHAT BANKING 
CORPORATION. 

The ordinary yearly general meeting of 
the shareholders in the Hongkong and 
Shanghai Banking Corporation was held at 
the City Hall on the 14th instant. There 
were present—Messrs. H. Hoppius (Chai 
an), B. R, Belilios, F. D. Sassoon, W. 

. Forbes, W. Reiners, H. L. Dalrymple, 
‘A, Lind, Hon, P. Rytie, 0. May, C. P- 
Chater, J. Robinson, R. Deacon, J. T. 
Chater, E. E. Sassoon, L. Mendel, A. 
Newton, F. Grobien, W. K. Hughes, D. 
McCulloch, H. Just, H. L. Denys, S. 
Cope, ©. 't. Harton, G. H. Barnett, H. 
Smith, J. F. Mardfelat, H.N. Mody, R. 
D. Tucker, Mehta, D. Muncherjee, J. T. 
Glover, P. Rhodes, A. C. Levysohn, J. A. 
Blogg, &c., and T. Jackson, Chief Manager. 

The Cuter Maxacer having read the 
notice convening the meeting, 

The Cuarnqan read the report and said 
—Gentlemen,—It is with great. pleasure 
that I come before you to-day with such a 








favourable report as the one that you have 
now in yuur hands. Not only have the 
profits during the last six months been 
satisfactory, bet the bank has made maie- 
Tial progress in every branch of its business 
—(applause)—and I think I may safely 
say that at no period of its existence has 
it stood higher in credit and public 
estimation than it does at the present 
time. (Applause.) The results of the past 


| two years make the directors hopeful for 


the future, and it is no small satisfaction to 
them to know that those friends who have 
stood by the bank in less propitious times 
are now reaping their reward in the en- 
hanced value of their property. (Ap- 
plause.) The prosperity of the fans 
mainly due to the large business given to it 
by the shareholders, a fact we all fully ap- 
eciate, and I hope that such happy re- 
iations between the bank and its share- 
holders will in future be considerably 
extended to their mutual benefit. The 
directors are very much pleased to see the 
reserve fund once more standing at a 
million of dollars. (Applause.) The experi- 
ence of the past lias taught us the value of 
having a solid reserve to lean upon in bad 
times, and Iam sure that the shareholders 
will concur in the wisdom of the course 
ursued, namely, building up the reserve 

fore increasing the dividend. At our 
last meeting you were informed that the 
‘yank had negotiated a loan to the Chinese 
Government. This loan has been issued 
to the public with very satisfactory results. 
You are aware that the bank had a consider- 
able interest in the Sugar Refinery at East, 
Point, and I am glad to inform you that the 
same as been disposed of to a new company 
for the amount at which the concern stoo’ 
in our books, (Applause.) In conclusion, 
Ishall be glad to answer any questions you 
may wish to put to me. 


REPORT, 


The directors have now to submit to you 
fa general statement of the affairs of the 
bank, and balance sheot for the half-year 

i December last. 

net profits for that period, including 
45 brought forward from last account, 
‘ing all charges, deducting interest 
paid and due, making provisis II bad 
and doubtful debts, au; IF 

change between the rate at which 
is declared, snd the current rate of the d 
amount to $533,088.44, of wLich, after taking 
out rebate ou bills not yet due, and remunera- 
tion to directors, there remains for appropria 
tion $539,012.50. 

From this sum, the directors recommend 
the payment of a of one pound 
sterling per share, which will absorb 
$177,777.78. 

‘The directors recommend placing $350,000 
to credit of reserve fund, which will then 
stand at $1,000,000, aud carrying forward the 
balance, $11,234.73, to credit of new profit 
‘and loss aceount. 


































development of 
increase of its business, as is shewn by 
paring the principal items of the balance sheet 

the “accounts published six months 








ago. 
‘A special Agent of the baak has been 





appointed at Singapore. 
‘Mr. A. Melver having decided to remain 
absent from the Colony until the end of the 
resent year, the directors have invited Mr. 
A. Lind to join the board in 
directors have to regret the 
Edward Tobin, Mr. H. L. Dalrymple h: 
been appointed to the vacant seat, ‘These 
appointments require confir 
shareholders. 
Mr. F. D, Sassoon has been appointed 
Chairman for the year 1878, and Mr. Wm. 


























tthe direction, but are eligible for re-election, 
and offer themselves accordingly. 

The accounts have been audited by the 
‘Hon. Phineas Ryrie and Mr, H. B, Gibb, and 











the directors have pleasure in’ recommending 
the election of these gentlemen as auditors 
for the year 1878. 

No questions being put, the Crarmaan 
said he had much pleasure in proposing 
that the report be adopted and the accounts 


passed. e 

‘Mr. Mopy said Ke had much pleasure in 
seconding the Chairman's motion, 

Carried unanimously. 

On the motion of Mir. Fores, seconded 
by Mr. Mrnnet, the appointment of Mr, 
A. Lind to the Board, in place of Mr. A. 
Melver, absent; and of Mr. H. L, 
Dalrymple, in place of the late Mr, E. 
‘Tobin, was confirmed. 

On the motion of Mr. F. D, Sassoon, 
seconded by Mr. Just, Messrs, E, R. 
Belilios and W. Reiners, the rotiring 
directors, were re-clected. 

On the motion of Mr. Bextt10s, seconded, 
by Mr. Dracox, the Hon. P. Ryrie and 
Mr. H. B. Gibb were elected auditors for 
1878. 

‘The Crarmaax—That is all tho business 
before us, gentlemen, and I thank you for 
your attendance. ‘The dividend warrants 
are ready and will be payable to-morrow. 

Mr. May—Gentlemen,—Before we part 
this afternoon, I think there is a little debt 
‘we ought to pay to the gentlemen who have 
so ably presided over the interests of this 
oorporstion during the past six months, 
If Englishmen pride themselves upon the 
privilege of nbling, the present attend- 
ance would show how little there is to grum- 
ble at in our present position—would show 
that there is nothing to grumble at. One 
need not elevate his voice particularly high 
to address the select few who are here, 
However, gentlemen, I think it would have 
been somewhat more becoming, if instead 
of indulging in absence because there was 
nothing to grumble at, they haa given their 
presence here to-day to show a little of 
that thankfulness which is certainly due to 
the management of the bank. However, 
select and few as we are, I think we shall 
be suficient to indicate very clearly that 
those to whom credit is due receive credit, 
even from those who are absent ; and those 
who are present I am sure fully agree 
with me that we cannot say a word 





"| too much in praise of these gentlemen. 


Therefore, I would simply desire to propose 
a yote of thanks to the directors for their 
able management in bringing about so 
very successful a result during their past 
six months’ management—(appl: 
which it is clear the capital of the bank has 
been increased in extent more than ten per 
cent., an almost unprecedented occurrence 
even with the most fortunate of companies, 
I think also that in addition to thanking the 
gentlemen who have acted as directors, a 
word of praise is due to the manager and 
officers ofthe, bank (applause) and. I 
most heartily offer the simple tribute of my 
words in proposing that the utmost. praise 
be given to them for their exertions. 
emotion was carried by acclamation, 

‘The Cxarnaax—Gontlemen,, wo are very 
much obliged to you and Mr. May, for the 
compliment paid us, and I can only say the 
Board fully endorse the praise bestowed 
upon our chief manager, Mr. Jackson, and 
the officers. 

Mr. Jacisox Gentlemen, on behalf of 
my colleagues and myself, I’ beg to than! 
you most heartily for the honour you have 
done us. 

‘Themeetingthen separated.—Daily Press, 









‘THE HONGKONG FIRE INSUBANOE COMPANY.— 
BEPORT. 

‘The General Managers have now to submit 
to tho shareholders the usual Annual State- 
ment of the business of the Company made up 
to the Slst December, 1877, showing for the 
year 1876 a net profit of $227,000, and for 
1877 a sum of $260,157.58 at credit of the 
Working Account. 

‘In accordance with the Articles of Associ 
sion, the protit for 1876 will be divided as 
igllows :— 
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80 per cont, to Reserve Fund... $ 68,100.00 
29 ‘per cent. Bonue to Con 








"tributing Shareholders......... 5» 45,400.00 
60 per cent, Dividend to Share- 
holders’ generally.. » 113,500.00 
thus _increasin 






$632,302.00, and paying a 2 
Sor dance, besides gieg a roturn of 25:67615 
er cent, to contributing shareholders. 

‘Froti the balance at credit of working 
acojunt 1877, losses amounting to about 
$15,000, incurred but not yet settled, have to 
De eae M ‘André and 

onsulting Committee. —! re, ant 
Barnes havi General 
Manager 
‘members,’ nominated Messrs. Reiners an: 
A.B. Molwen to tho vacant seats, The 
Inter two gentlemen and Mr. J. J. dos 
Remedios offer themsel 
















om mod in their 
Bisse Mesa’ 7. “Jackson “and "0. D. 
y, are now proposed. 











‘MUNICIPAL COUNCIL. 


At the Meeting of the Council held in 
the “Council Room, 17, Kiangse Road, 
‘Shanghai, on Monday, the 18th February, 
1878, at 9.30 o'clock a.m. ; 

‘Presént—Messrs._ J. Hart (chairman) 
G. J. W, Cowie, P. G. Hubbe, E. H 
Lavers, E. G. Low, A. McLeod, J. F. 
Seaman, C, W. Siegfried, and the Acting 
Seéretary. 

‘The Minutes of the previous meeting are 
read, confirmed, and passed for publication. 

Gish Statement, for week ending 16th 
instant, is submitted for inspection, and 
cheques for sundry accounts are signed. 

Road ‘Materiais.—The Surveyor is au- 
thorized to purchase supplies of road 
material for current repairs to roads until 
after the Ratepayers’ meeting. 

Culvert,,’ Bubbling Well Road.—Plan of 

yroposed culvert to replace bridge at the 
Babbling Well Gunetion of Siceawei Road) 
is‘submitted and approved. a 

‘Appointment of Secretary.—Applications 
are considered, and it is decided to appoint 
Mr: R. F. Thorburn, 








Miscellaneous. 





MEMORANDUM ON PROPOSED AMENDMENT OF 
LAND REGISTRATION IN SHANGHAI. 

By tho several Conventions made with the 

Chineso Govornment by Foreign powers, it 








hos become necessary that tho native title | C 


deeds for all !and, sought to be purchased by 
Foreigners within the territories of tho Em- 
eror of China, should be examined by the 
jinene authorities, who forthwith, should 
the documents prove to be in order, proceed 
to'issue, through the means of the Foreign 
Condulates, a new and indefeasibl 
It is, however, one of the conditions under 
which the new title deed is issued, that t) 
wurchaser, holding as tenant of the Imperial 
Rovernment, ahotid pay a certain sanual 
ground rent; and that, to prevent any doubt 
as to the ownership of such property, or am 
difficulty in the regular collection of suck 
rent, a8 well as to entitle the owner to certain 
rivileges and prevent certain abuses, all 
Rite changes, transfere and charges stould 
‘bo noted, not only on the title deed itself, 
but also be ‘registered in the books of the 
Consulate which originally issued the deed. 
‘The question of registration has, therefore, 
become a necessary condition where Foreigners 
desire to, posses a clear snd indefeasible title 
ty held within the Empire of China, 
Practice is, “moreover, in perfect 
accordance with that pursued in China from 
time immemorial, and which prevails in every 
pottion of the Empire. 
By Cl Jaw; every separate lot of 
ound is noted, ite valuo assessed, ite 
iidaries, area, and ¢wner, registered.” All 
these particulars serve to regulate the amount 
of Imperial land-tax to be paid to the Gov- 




































ernment. Subject to the condition’ of ‘noting | 





a transfer, the tenant is, as a general rule, 
allowed to deal freely in the land held by 
him, security of title and facility for sale 
being thus united. 

For this purpose, in addition to the land 
registers kept in the Yaméns, there is in each 
district = petty officer appointed, whose 
duties, in addition to other more general 
matters, are to attend to all questions relating 
tothe ownership or the boundaries of labd, 












tion and limite of each property within his 
district. 

‘The experience of foreigners proves that 
this registration system has worked well 

‘the Chinese. Few cases of disputed 
title have been known to arise; it being a 
matter of rare occurrence that any difficulty 
has appeared wher tle deeds were given 

he authorities for investigation, and 
no claim for compensation having afterwards 
been ever advanced. 

‘The title granted for foreign-1 roperty 
being thus at its first issue indefeasible, and a 
system of registration being enforced by the 
a ements made between the Chinese and 
ign Governments, as well as consonant 
ith the invariable practice of Chineso Jaw 
and custom, and its benefits, when properly 
carried out, being undeniable, it follows that 
it must be important for the interests of the 
large number of foreigners who now possess 
landed property in Chios, often of an ex. 
tremely valnabio nature, that the title should 
remain as clear and indisputable as when first 

ranted, 

Sr Although the trial hae been made to effect 
this desirable end by means of the registers 
at the various Consulates, there are causes of 
error which, within the short period during 
which those registers have been kept, have 
already produced complications of a serious 
nature, and which at some future period 

ily, if not direotly at least by 
plication, affect the market value of the 
to all foreign-owned property. 

‘The first and principal defect to be noticed 
in the present system is, that there is an 
absolute want of definition of the properties 

registered. ‘The locality where the land 

situated is in few i i 

















































les: 








ven are, in the gi 
majority of cases, utterly useless to determine 
it sition oF limits, ‘The areas of the 
noted have been arrived at by 

m, and are seldom more than 
an approximation to the real contents, and in 
many cases cannot even be considered as that. 
No rule exists requiring a plan of the ground 
to be deposited, nor for comparing it with the 
actual property if deposited, uor is it the 
duty of any official to make himself acquainted 
with the locality, position, or cireumatances 
of the ground. 

This want ia of itself of sufficient import- 
ance to call for a practical remedy. Te . 
however, aggravated by the fact that all 

have the ri 

ir books. Practically, 
imited to the four Consulates of 
1, France, the United States, and 
Russia, and of these, the French Consulate 
contains few regi 
limits of the Fronch Settlement, Of the 
other Consulates, there have b i 
in the British, some 3,100 lots 
sions of lots ; in that of the United Stat 































some 250; and in the Russian, about 25. 
unseiece of title from one re; 
a 





‘been of frequent occurrence, and as no 
ial form is defined for their entry, it 
becomes, in most instances, a task of great 
difficulty, in some a practcal impossibility, 
to trace the changes of particular properties. 
0 first rey was instituted in the 
British Consulate in accordance with the 
Land Regulations of 1844. At its commence- 
ment, theattempt was made toattach a distin- 
muishinglot number to each lotofground within 
Hhose portions of the area set apart for foreiga 
residence which it was thought would be occu- 
pied by Foreignere within a reasouable period, 
After time, owing to the want of some 
‘common system, this principle was given up, 
and the lot number and the number in the 
register came to follow in an identical sequence, 
depending merely on the time when the land 
wan proposed for registration. In the British 
Consulate the lot number has, however, when 
once affixed, been adhered to in all cases 
except when the title deeds have been act- 
ually cancelled, and, in case of a division of 




















tien, the aub-lots are denoted by the 
ginal lot number with a distinguishin, 
letter attached. wins 

In the United States Consular register, on 
the other hand, no attempt has been made to 
affix any distinguishing mark to the lot re- 
istered, the number of the title deed only 

ing noted. In many cases, lots thus regis- 
tered have been divided, in others am 
mated, and in some boundaries have been 
altered and new deeds issued ; in others new 
deeds have been isened for identical plots of 
ground to new proprietors. In these cases, 
the new titles contain no reference to the 
former lot number. The difficulty of search- 
ing the registry in thus greatly aggravated, 
and the chances of error increased to an 
alarming extent, This will be the mor: 
readily understood whon it is stated that in 
the United States? books, and oven in the 
‘Land-list issued under authority of the Consul- 
General, lots are to be found which have been 
long since re-registered in other Consulates, or 
in some cases, in the books of the U. S, Con- 
slate itself, 

‘The register in the Russian Consulate has 
not as yet been made use of to such an extent 
as to affect seriously the general question. 
It, however, bears eds of tho same 
confusion which has insensibly crept into the 
others, 

The s; 



























uit from the above, is 
the best devised of the series, Even here, 
however, serious errors are to be found, In 
some cases, prope held under wrong 

tle deeds; in oth le deeds have been 

n up or cancelled under erroneous im- 
pression as to the locality; in none does an 
ination of the register afford an intel- 
le clue to the position and limit of the 
property registered. 

‘wo instances, ch¢ at random, will afford 
an idea of the information to be collected from 
the Consular 

In the British Consulate, a property is 
noted as bounded on the 

“North, by a Road 

South, ,, 2 Bank 
East, 4» Chin 
West, 4, » Road 

In that of the United States, another is 
thus defined :—“ Boundaries, 

“North, by the land of English Merchants 

South, ,, a public road 
East,’ ;, the land of British Merchants 
West, ,, the land of jh Merchants,” 

‘These instances are given as by no means 
the most unintelligible, and are only intended 
to shew the amount and nature of the in- 
formation to be gained from an inspection of 
the Land Registers. 

Up to the prosent time, the want of a 
better regulated system has not obtruded 

if 80 covepiencusly, as most of the entries 
e been made within the remembrance of 
individuals still alive and resident in Shang- 
i nly by such means 
Mia it hae been possible to fix the locality 
of the m of the propertien regi 
Thero is still, however, a con 
ber of lots the locality of which cannot be 
ascertained, owing to the ownership having 
passed into the hands of Chinese ; or from 
the late depression in value, combined with 
the abeence of the proprietors from Shanghai, 
leaving the ownership unrepresented. ‘There 
are many more, the localities of which aro 
known, but the boundaries of which have 
never been defined. 

In many of these oases the property is 
advancing in value; and disputes, after the 
death or departure of those few individuals 
who alone possess the necessary information, 
are inevitable, The evil to be avoided is not 
only one of the present, but is also one 
which future years will aggravate in a con: 
tinually increasing proportion, 

‘These, however, are not the only errors 
which the want of a uniform and properly 
devised system has permitted to creep into 
the pogiet 8. 

‘The Land Regulations of 1854 define the 
imits beyond which property purchased by 
foreigners must be devoted to public purposes. 
Iu many cases, notwithstanding, title deeds 
have been since issued in contravention of 
these rules. Claims to foreshore have been 
made in respect of land registered since that 
date and situated within the limits of the 
jurisdiction of the Municipal Council. In 





















renters 



































































some cases, land entirely composed of beach 
ground covered at every high tide, has been 
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permitted to be registered. In many cases, 
the title to valuable properties is insufficient, 
on account of jots given up to public uses not 
having been properly transferred, or where 

i fragments remained on account of these 
1g still registered in the name of th 
‘original proprietors ; their apparent insig: 
ficance having led to their being forgotten 
effecting subsequent transfers. Claims for 
street frontage may us at some future 
period be revived. 

In all countries where a system of Land 
Regulation has been adopted, the necessity of 
Aebning locality aud boundaries has been held 
tobe of permanent importance. ‘The Euglish 
Jaw, 25 and 26 Victoria, C. 23, Sect. 10, 18 as 
follows 


















‘ho identity of the lands with the parcels 
‘or descriptions contained in the title 
hall be fully established, and 
itrar shall have power by such 
« enquiries as he shall think fit to ascer- 
“tain the accuracy of the description and 
the quantities and boundaries of the 
“Iands 5 and except in the case of incor- 
*poreal’ hereditaments, a map or plan 
“shall be made and deposited as part of 

“the description.” 

In the United States, the same end 
rived at by the manner in which, in all tl 
newer States, the land is divided into blocks 
of a regulated size, numbered consecutively 
in a strictly defined series ; and again, when 
subdivided, marked by a second ‘equally 
defined and regular system. ‘There can thus 
bo no question as to the locality, the con- 
tonts, or the boundaries of any property, the 
numbers and letters affixed to the title deeds 
MMfording in themeelvee the information 
uired, 

‘Although there have been diffculti 
way of the various Consula 
representing as they do t! 
tradistinction to the local, 
various nationalities, arriving at a fixed and 
sottled principle ; and although th jurisdi 
tion of each is strictly contined to its own 
nationale, there does not seem to be any 
insuperable obsta ir arriving at a 
common understanding, whereby those duties 
of Lund Registration which relate to t 
Tocality and circumstances of the properties 
registered may be placed in the hands of an 
fffcer directly responsible to tho body of 
Land-renters themselves, whose interests are 
moro immediately concerned. 

It is, however, expreasly to be understood 
that no attempt is made to interfere with the 
general functions of the various Consulates, 
And that this official shall have no right or 

ower to raise any questions of title, or to 
interfere in any way with the transfer or dis- 
Position of property. All questions relating 
tothe trausler of land, the legality of title or 
the registration of charges can, it is acknow- 
Tedged, be conducted with greater facility in 
the Consulate of the individual owner which 
already exercises over him judicial functions. 
Avy such attempt to assuine functions of a 
judicial or quasi-judicial nature would be at 
Variance with the settled practice of the 
‘Municipal Council, as well as in contravention 
of the principles on which it was founded. 

As the representative of the whole body of 
Land-rentera it, however, has facilities for the 
definition of propertios not possessed by any 
‘one Consulate, and, moreover, has the adi 
tage of possessing accurate maps of the Sett 
ments, as well as having at its command the 
services of a skilled Staff to apply to local 

3 While it alone possesses the means 
ng rates in support of local interests. 
Itis, therefore, proposed for the considera- 
tion of the various Foreign Consuls, as well as 
the body of Land-renters, that for the future 
the following ral 
registration of fo 
Shanghai :— 

I—That a Land Office shall be established 
under the authority of, and in connection 
with, the Municipal Council of the Yang-king- 
ang and Hongkew Settlements, and that an 

Mficer shall be appointed by the said Muni- 
cipal Council to take charge thereof. 

1L—That within the said land office, the 
said Council shall deposit, or cause to be 
deposited, all land plans at present in its 
Possession, or which it may afterwards 
obtain, and that it shall be the duty of the 
Officer appointed to the charge of the said 
Office to make himself personally acquainted 
with the locality, position, area, and 


















in the 



















































































ries of all laud within the limits of said 
Settlements or adjacent thereto. 

TIL.—That all purchases or transfers of 
land within the limits of the Yang-king-pang 
and Hongkew Settlements, and all charges 
thereon, shall be registered in the Con: 
of the individual or individuals affected 
by ; but that previously to any regi 
or re-registration of purchase or division of 
properties, or rectitication of boundarie 
party applying to his Consul to have such 
land, or alterations therein, registered in the 

Ks of the Consulates, shall produce a cer- 
ste from the Land Office of the Municipal 
Council that the position, boundaries, and 
general description of the said property have 
been duly noted in the books of the said 

fice, and have been marked on the lami 
ed, and a wumber affixed 
fall be entered like- 
be issued, and shall 
for the future remain as the distinguis 
number of the lot, in whatever Cousulate 
registered. 

1V.—That in the ease of property lying 
without the said Settlements, otherwise than 




























all hold good ; but the party 
applying to his Consul to have such land or 
alterations therein registered in the books of 
the Consulate shall produce a certificate from 
the said Land Office, to the effect that he 
has noted to the satisfaction of the Officer in 
charge thereof, the position and locality of 
the ground, and bas filed a plan, made by a 
recognised land-surveyor, giving the ad- 
measurements of the land, and a clue to its 

josition relative to some definable object ; or 
fas hada vey of the same made by means 
of the said Land Office, and has had such 
survey duly noted on the land plans, if any, in 

ossession of the said Municipal Council. 
ence Mths the anid Land Ofoe shalt 

e noted, in a regular system, the number or 
character ao affzed to any lot of groubd, ite 
area, position, locality and boundaries, as 
well as the Consulate in which it is intended 
to be registered ; and in case of its having 
been previously’ registered, then the Con- 
sulate or Consulates in which it has been 
registered, and Consular numbers by which it 
has pean. pee iously known. 

VI t the cost of registration in the 
said Land Office shall in no case exceed Three 
‘Taels, Shanghai currency; but in case the 
party applying for a certificate of regists 
should require any land lying outside t 
Timits of the Municipal Council's land plans 
to be surveyed, the official in charge sball at 
his reguest do 20, supplying one copy for 
filing in the Land Register of the said Office, 
and another to the party so applying, the 
charge for which survey and copies thereof 
shall not exceed the sum of Two Tacls per 
mow if open ground, or Four Tals per mow 
if covered with buildings ; provided that in 
no case shall the charge 40 mado be less than 
Eight Taels in the former or Twelve Taels in 
the latter case in addition to the customary 
fee for registration. 

VLL.—That the contents of all land to be 

i ulated at a fixed 
feet, Engl 
‘mow, experience having proved that this 
widard approximates most nearly to the 
areas as registered in the native title deeds, 

It will be readily seen that the object of the 
foregoing rules is simply to afford that guar- 
rantee for correct definition which is #o much 
needed at, present, and to. givo a ready 
means of following the transfer of Janded 
property through the Uooks of the various 

yousulates. Under the proposed system, it 
will be at once evident that the identity of 
any piece of ground once registered can never 
afterwards be called in question, while 
putes about boundaries will be reduced to the 
‘narrowest possible limite. 

Questions of title, it will be observed, are 
not in any degree touched on, nor is any 
interference with private rights or private 

sements desired, it being proposed tl 
the several lots shall be simply registered in 
the Land Office Looks by their number or 
other distinguishing character. 

It is sought, in fact, to relieve rather than 
interfere with the working of the Consular 
Registers, while, at the same time, the inter- 
esta of the body of Land-renters will be 
advanced, by the certainty of tenure which 



























































the proposed system wil! introduce, 
Tomas W. Kincsmu. 
Shanghai, January 165th, 1870. 





Gorrespondence. 





OPIUM AND OFFICE. 
To the Editor of the 
Nonr-Cumsa Henan, 

St,—I must apologise for wrongly inter 
preting the utterances of your Jourual on the 
Opium question, and for writing anything 
which is, in your opinion, untrue. 

Ineed nof, I trust, assure you that such 
misrepresentation was not designedly made ; 
neither need I at amy xreat length express 
my pleasure at finding what I had stated to 
bo after all untrue; and my satisfaction at 
knowing that the North-China Herald does 
not question the fact as to the deleterious 
effects of opium-smoking. 

In your Eilitorial note appended to my 
letter, you object, however, very strongly to 
the action of those who 
drug as the root of all evi 
protluction is entirely ignored. 

You do not specify any offender in 
particular; otherwiso I should have been 
disposed to reply with a tu quoque, that this 
too ‘is not trie; neither is it borne out by 
writings on the subject. 

I may remark, in passing, that the pa 
of the “Friend of China” (the organ o} 
Anti-Opium Association), have been from 
time to time filled with statistics on this 
very subject of native grown dium. 

II correctly understand it, the following 
is the view of the opium question held by 
many persons at tho present tim: 

‘The rapid spread of native opium is a sign 
of the rapid spread of the vico of opium 
smoking. Native grown opium, moreover, is 
designed to compote with the foreign drug, 
Now the taste for opiam, though it may not 
have been created by the advent of tho Indian 
drug, yet was most unquestionably stimulated 
and’ very largely increased thereby. In 
this view, therefore, the foreign drag may 
fairly be looked upon as the chief offender. 

Tt is the object of such institutions as the 
Anti-Opium Association not to attempt the 
impossible task of curing the of 
opium ; bat (1) to, free Obristisn, and 

thropic England from all complicity in 

thie alleged evil ; and (2) the Chin 
honestly free to cure themselves of the evil 
habit, if thoy choowe to do 0. ‘This view may 
be an erroneous one ; and it may be unable to 
stand the test of Shanghai commercial oriti- 
m, But it would seom to have commended 
itself to tho attenuated intellect of Archbishop 
Tait tothe blunted wit of Cardinal Menving, 
and to the wholly inexperienced underatand: 
ing of lord Lawrence. And it is, I contend, 
jew of international morality which 
ves to bo treated with respect, or to 
rebutted by sober argument ;' rathor 
than (a8 has beev, I grieve to say, the cas 
lately), to be overwhelmed by constant ridi- 

cule aud supercilious contempt, 
I remain, Sir, yours faithfully. 
X.¥.Z 























































































Baw Beports. 





EBM, 





SUPREME COURT, 


Shanghai, 19th Feb, 
Before R, A. Mowat, Esq., Acting Judge, 
and, 


Messrs. C. H. Nail, E, Wheeley, A. Burman, 
R. G, Brown and J,'A. Hawes,—Jurors. 


Curxa-rooxe v Lanz, CrawForp and Co, 


‘Mr. Rosrxson appeared for the Pl: 
‘Mr. Wansewatour represented the 
ants, 








nde 


Mr, Warxewniour said it now because his 
duty to open tho case on behalf of the 
defendants, and in doing so he would com 
mence by ‘echoing a remark, made by his 
Jearned friend on the other side in presenti 
the case to the Jury, tha: ho was very mu 
surprised that the case had ever been brought 
into Court ; and he hoped to satisfy them that 
it was a ‘very remarkable thing that the 
plaintiff should have bad the temerity to 
trouble the Court with the case atall. He 


a 
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had two defences to offer, on both of which 
he thought he was bound to succeed. One 
‘was that the oil, the subject of the action, 
‘was not a merchantable or marketable com: 

modity when it arrived at Shanghai; au 
the second, that the plaintiff never was in 
& position to perform his contract, that he 
Eever at any time offered to the defendants, 
and never was in a position to offer them, the 
goods they had contracted for. He hoped to 
satisfy his Lordship and the Jury that the 
Jaw stipulated that = man waa not bound to 
take ing less than he contracted to 
uy; and it was clear, from the evidence 
already produced, that the plaintiff was never 
in a position to’ offer the defendants what 
they: contracted to buy from him. Plaintiff 
had offered them nine-tenths of the whole 
geantily of the oil, but it was admitted that 
© was never able to offer them the remaining 

tenth, which he (Mr. Wainewright) co 
sidersd was a eulicient anamer to the whole 
the 

















case. But he would first deal wi 
other branch of his d I 
oil was not mark 
to Shanghai, and on this point it would 
‘be necessary for him to enter a little into 
aotails. ‘The contract was a contract for the 
parcliaso of 12,000 cases of Kkerosine oil ; each 
case to contain two tins, aud each tin to contain 
five gallons. ‘Tho oil was to arrive by the Raja- 
nattianuhar from Hongkong ; and he would 
admit, with his learned friend Mr. Robinson, 
that in order to constitute a binding contract 
where goods were bought to arrive, that it 
was necessary the ship should arrive and that 
the goods should be on boar: 
Mr. Robi 

he ‘would add one more term, which was 
that the goods when they arri 





























fit for ws0—saleablo and mal He was 
not going into the question raised by the foot 
note on’ the contract, at present. That 


‘would come in dus course ; and he would now 
simply call attention to ‘the proposition of 
Jaw on which this first branch of the defence 
‘was (sed, namely, that there was an implied 
warranty ‘in every sale of goods that they 
should be marketable, In proof of this he 
uoted Benjamin on Sale, 2nd edition, page 
9; and said it was a proposition that 
had ‘often been referred to, and was sup- 
ported by numerous decisions when a man 
ght goods by descri 
implied warranty tl 
















saleable and mereba o also cited the 
case of Jones v, Just, roported in 37 L.J., 
Queon’s Bench, page 89; and placed great re- 





Tiance on these authorities. 

His Lonvsmr took it that there was no 
ouht on the. point ; the difficulty was— 
‘What were ‘the goods” in this case ? 

‘Mr. Warewatcnrr said undoubtedly that 
was the next question to be considered, 
and he thought there could bo no doubt 
that in kerosine oil such integral parts 
‘a8 tho cases were goods. Great quantities 
of kerosine oil came to Shanghai 
everybody dealing in it know that 
‘was brought sold to merchants, 
aud then to be retailed to native consumers ; 
and, also, that it was a large branch of 
the trade to reship to Japan and the out- 
Port, ‘Therefore, it was self-ovident that the 
Gil would have to be handled about a great 
deal, and sent from place to place ; and under 
such circumstances there was no doubt that 
the condition of the tins containing the oil 
and the cases in which they wore packed, 

rial parte of the commodity 

ff the tins aud cases were not 
oil would not be saleable. And this 
applied most particularly to this part of the 
world, where the Chinese examined the cases 
of goods so minutely, and doubtless knew 
Dovoe’s cases of kerosine oil and the kind of 
tins it was put in, quite as well as Devoe 
himself. ‘The Chinese trusted a great deal to 
the receptaclé containing the oil, perhaps 
more so than to the quality of the oil itself, 
and that being 90 his Lordship and the Jury 
could hardly fail to believe that the cases 
and tho tins round the oil, now the subject of 
formed a most important and ma- 
part of the commodity. On this point 

his loarned friend had cited the case of Gower 
v. Van Dedolzen, 3 Bingham, New Cases, page 
717, and he (Mr. Wainewright) would call 
attention to the same case. In giving judg- 
Lord Tyndall said he could conceive 
azes in which the receptacle would be a good 
defence ; and this, Mr. Wainewright main. 
tained, was a case mecting that view. He 




























































hoped to show that kerosine oil, in leaky tins 
and in damp saturated cases, was an_un 
able article ; and that a man who found him- 
self saddled with 10,000 or 12,000 such cases 
could not dispose’of them except at a rainous 
loss. In further support of the argument 
that there was always an implied contract 
that goods bought on description should be 
marketable, he cited the case of Mody v. Greg- 
son, 38 L.J., Exchequer Reports, page 12 and 
Chitty on Contracts, page 419 ; and then said he 
would pass on to consider whether the foot 
note, ‘da wd leaky cases to be 
allowed for in godown,” on the contract, in 
the present case, was sufficient to override 
that general proposition of law. His learned 
friend, Me, Robinson, had argued that it was 
contemplated that the tins should leak, and 
that the cases should be stained and saturated 
with oil, which was to be a mero matter of 
allowance between the parties. He differed 
from that view, and thought he should be able 
to show, to the satisfaction of his Lordship 
and the Jury, that the meaning of the foot note 
must be taken to apply to what was generally 
Weratood. to be the custom of the trad 
and that it only meant that 
ary percentage of damage and 
leakage was to be the subject matter of 
compensation, and that it did not mean that 
a number of the tins might be empty. ‘That 
was what bis learned friend’s contention 
amounted to—that if all the tius were empty, 
defendants were beund to take 12,000 cases, 
and to pay something for them, eubject to an 
allowance. It was a well understood pro- 
josition of law, that every contract must 
Eelnterpreted reasonably; sud tho fiat thing 
to do was to look at the objects and intentions 
of the parties. However, be did not propose 
to. go more fully into the question of the foot 
note on the contract, until he had produced 
his evidence. Various brokers would be called 
and depose to what was the custom of the 
trade at Shanghai, and they would also sa 
what was the meaning of a stipulation of this 
kind ; then the jury could form their own 
view of the matter. He would now touch 
upon the other branch of his defence— 
the way in which the contract was to be 
performed by the plaintiff. Now, on this 
Point, it was most material that it was ad. 
mitted hy the plaintiff himself that he never 
had. 12,000 cases of kerosine oil, of this 
ticular cargo by the Rajanattianuhar, to di 
liver to the defendants; he had tendered 
thom nine-tenths of the total quantity, but 
that. was not the 12,000 cases he contracted 
to give thom. Aud what was further im- 
jortant on this point was, that the plaintiff 
pat, it out of hie own power 
to give them the 12,000 cases. When 
the ‘steamer arrived, instead of going to the 
defendants and saying ‘There is your oil 
take it, and I will consider the question of 
which he ought to have done 







































































tinker- 
ing up the cases, until he converted th 
12,000 into 10,798 cases, thus rendering it 
impossible for him to tender the fall quantity 
of cases according to his contract with the 
defendants. In taking that course the plaintiff 
had not acted wisely, for he hoped to establish 
that it was a principle of law, that a man was 
not bound to take a less quantity of goods 
than he was entitled to have by. his 
contract. In support of that be referred 
to Benjamin on Sales, page 568, and cited the 
cases of Oxendale v. W rtherall, in vol. 9 of 
Barnwell and Cresswell’s reports, page 386, 
and thatof Morgan v. Grath, 34 L.J., Pecchequet 
reports, page 165, and in addition read an ex- 
tract from Lecke ou Contracts, page 437. There 
was not the least doubt it was a proposition 
of law that aman was not bound to take less 
than he contracted to have, and the only way 
to get out of it was to establish eome kind of 
custom to show that though the purchaser 
contracted to buy a certain number of cases, he 
was not expected to take them, but to take 
only what the seller offered him. There was 
an assertion in this case that it was the cus- 
tom of the trade in Shanghai to fill up leaky 
tins. 

His Lorvsuze—But the contract contem- 
plated leakage. 

Mr, Warvzwnicut—It contemplated a cer- 
tain amount of 1 no doubt. T admit 
that it does, bat I shall be able to prove 
that the amount of leakage comtemplated 
‘was only the ordinary percentage, and plain- 























tiffs own witnesses have put it down ata 
hhalf or three quarters per cent., but T shall 
say it is from one to two per cent, 

‘His Lorvsutr—But you are now contend. 
ing that the plaintiff should have left the 
12,000 cases in the condition they arrived 
ip, and not have made 10,798 of them, 
How have you suffered from that, assumin 
that the amount of leakage in not’ excessive? 
If there had been eleven thousand odd cases, 
instead of ten thousand odd cases, would yout 
clients bave taken them? 

Mr. WarmewnicHr— Certainly not. If we 
are offered something else, other than we con- 
tracted to buy, we are not bound to take it, 

His Lonpsiisr—Then you contend that if 
thero had been even only one or two cases 
short, you would have been entitled to refuse 
to take delivery. 

Mr. WamNzwntcut—Yes, according to the 
cases I have cited and the text-book write 
T take it that it is an undoubted principle 
law, that a man is not bound to take less 
than he buys, and that it is a good defence 
to this action, I apprehend, i 
the kerosine oil trade of Sh 
purchaser buys 12,000 casos 
offered 10,000, that he is not | 
to take them; or, to carry it further, that 
ho is not legally’ bound to accept one lesa 
than he contracted to have, that is, as a 
principle of ;-¥. A lesa number might bo 
received for convenience, but I shall prove 
‘that it was most inconver it for the defen 
ants that they could not get the full number 
they contracted for. He (Mr. Wainewright) 
then went on to say that there was another 
way in which the plaintiff had not adhered 
to his contract, Plaintiff contracted to dex 
liver the oil immediately on tho arrival of 
the ship, that was to say, the defoudants were 
to have the option of taking the oil directly 
the steamer came into port, but plaintiff, by 
his own action, had rendered that impossible, 
The steamer arrived on the 25th November, 
and began to discharge on the 27th ; and 
by taking aud repairing the laintitt 
was not in a position to offer the oil to the 
defendants until the 10th December ; there- 
fore, by that alone, he had broken his contract, 
it would be proved that that was a most 

so far as the defendants wero 
















































His Lonpsuip pointed out that delivery was 
to bo one month after landing. 

‘Mr. Wanewriaur replied that it was 
optional on the part of the defendants, and, 
from the petition itself, it was as clear as possi 
ble that they were to havo immediate delivery. 
But plaintiff was not in a position to give imme- 
diate delivery ; and, as a matter of fact, there 
was no offer of anything like the bulk of the 
oil until the 3lst December, when defendants 
received a letter from Mr, Robinsov, as the 
plaintiff's legal adviser. That was really the 
fi here wae anything like a tender of 
number of cases named in the potition, 
constituted a breach of the 
such a breach as was entitled 
to substantial weight under the circumstances 
of the case, aceing that the defendante wanted 
the oil to reship toJapan, Plaiatif's excuse, 
thathe had been refilling and tinkering up 

‘was utterly improper and untenable, 
Another point in the case was an alleged 
offer to the defendants by the plaintiff of 
certain other oil, and because defendants did 
not accept it, il puted that their 
intentions were not bond fide. Mr. Wilson 
would be called, and he wold explain that he 
did at one time entertain an idea of taking the 
other oil that was offered, and would also give 
his reasons why he did not carry out that inten- 
tion. Defendants were not bound to take any 
other oil than that they originally purchased, 
and by refusing to take the oil ex Golden State 
they bad not in the least increased their 
liability. He did not propose to go into the 
question of danagee until he finally summed 
up the case, and having now given a state- 
ment of his defence, he would proceed to call 
his witnesses. 

His Lorpsarr asked Mr. Robinson whether 
it was bis contention that the property in the 
oil in dispute ever passed between the parties ? 

Mr. Rontson thought it was immaterial 
whether it passed or not. It was either one 
‘way or the other so far as plaintiff's case went. 

is Lorpsutr understood, from the amount 
sued for, that it was contended, that the 
property’in the oil had passed; otherwise he 
fapposed only damages would have been 

laimed. 
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Bir. Ronmson repeated that he thought the 
point immaterial, 

Mr. Warvewrrcnt said he should have 
something to say about it later on; and 
‘would now call his witnesses. 

Joun Wu11sox deposed—I am one of the 
defendants in this case. I remember Mr. 
Bielfeld calling on me in reference to the oil 
now in dispute. He called upon me in the 
ordinary way of business, and asked what 
was the market for kerosine oil. After some 
conversation, I said I was willing to buy 10,000 
‘or 12,000 cases at Tis. 2.60, provided it was 
ready for delivery or close at band. Being a 
holder at the time, he asked me if I really 
meant what I said, I said “Yes,” and be 
replied that he thought he could settle 
12,000 cases for me. T instructed him to do 
0. He did not tell me what shi i 
‘was from, but I was under the imp 
it was the Golden State's cargo, because he told 
me Ching-foong was the holder, and I knew 
Ching-foong had bought that cargo. In the 
course of half-an-hour or so Mr. Rielfeld 
came back and told me he had settied 12,000 
eases for me, and he tendered me the 
broker's note ‘produced, Ho said in his 
evidence I looked at it a long time, and 
that I ought to have understood the foot 
note at the bottom. I was not looking at the 
foot note, but cousidering whether I should 
take steamer or ship's cargo, and I decided 
that, having instructed the purchase of these 
12,000 cases, I was almost bound to take 
them. I never studied the contract st all, 
thinking it was in the uaual terms, I never 
Bought korosine wholesale on this market 
before, but have imported direct and have 
peddled in small quantities. I don't think I 
signed a broker's note before for kerosine, 
but I have seen them, I knew, when I 
sigued the note, that the cargo was on 
the way up from Hongkong. [ did not 
know anything about ite having been landed 
in Java until the Captain called upon me 
‘and told mo I had better be particular about 
taking delivery of the oil, as it had been 
refused in Hongkoug. I knew nothing about 
this particular oil until thev, All I kuew 
about it was that a certain quantity of oil 
hhad been shipped by thi mer at Hong. 
kong for Shanghai. How long it had been at 
‘Hongkong, or what was its condition, I did 
not know. I naturally assumed, when L 
mado tho ‘purchase, that I was buying good 
marketable cargo. I don’t remember reading 
the foot noto on the contract at all, Imight 
War” ‘done #0, and probably I did. At 

. tdid not think there was any catch 

»turng out to be, The broker never drew 

( sttention to it, and I concluded the con- 

Ge was in tho usual form. [afterwards 

‘ad out that this was the only second or 

}d transaction Mr. Bielfeld had had of the 

1, Leaw the cargo after ithad been landed. 

-entalong with my compradore. [ think it 
was on the 3rd December. {saw it in Boyd’s 
godown. There were 5,000 cases that had 
boon passed and put into the godown, and 
the rest were strewn about ; som were 
empty, others were half ful coolies 
were filling them up and tinkering them, 
‘This must have been before the 3rd December. 
L afterwards arranged with Mr. Bielfeld and 
‘A-foo, the representative of Ching-foong, to 
inspect the cargo. We went on the morning 
of the 3rd. I know it wae on that date, 
because my letter refusing to take the cargo 
dated on that day. When we arrived at 
Boyd's godown, the cases were much the same 
as on my first vi 5,000 had been passed, 
and therest were being tinkered up andretilled, 
Coolies had then been working at them for 

I days, T said to A-foo, * What is your 
opinion about it?” He replied, “No can 
eatchee, more bad than that Star of the West 
cargo ;” and he further said that I was to write 
a letter refusing to take the cargo so that he 
might show it to Melchers & Co., as he was 
in the same position with them a2 I was with 
him. On returning I wrote my letter of the 3rd 
December. (Letter read.) At this time I wasin 
treaty to ship oil to Japan, I waa watching the 
markets at both Yokohama and Kobe, and was 
in treaty for 10,000 cases for Kobe. I was also 
in treaty to chartor the Hedvig to take oil to 
Japan, and ultimately I chartered her, and 
Joaded her with kerosine oil. ‘The terms of 
the charter were settled on the 3rd Dec., and 
Joading commenced on the 4th. I believe 
the charter note is dated the 4th, but the 
terms were settled the previous day, and I 
‘know that it was on the morning of the 4th 






















































































that she commenced toload. After I wrote the 
letter of the 3rd Dec., I told the broker also 
that I must have good cargo, as the Hedvig 
would be on demurrage, and he said he would 
see if it could be arranged. On the morning 
of the 5th, between half-past ten and 
eleven o'clock, Mr. Bielfeld called upon me 
with Ching-foong,’ and tendered me godowa 
receipts for 12,000 cases of oil ex Golden State, 
in lieu of the other. I agreed to accept it, sub- 
ject to the cargo being in the godown in 
accordance with the terms of the broker's note 
and ready for inspection, and said I would pay 
the money the same afternoon. In the presence 
of Ching-foong and the broker, I handed the 
documents, which were in Chinese, to my 
compradore, and directed him to go and in- 
spect the cargo, He went, aud came back at 
1145, I know that was the time exactly. 
He informed me that all the oil was not 
in the godown, that some was on the 
wharf and some in cargo boats, and that 
coi were at work tinkering up some 
of the cases. While my compradore was 
away, I ascert. ined that Ching-foong had got 
the cargo by the steamer from Melchers & Co, 
on better terms. He was to take over all 
the oil brought by the Rajanattianukar for 
two taele one mace, which was a cut of three 
and four mace, and he only wanted to allow 
me one mace. I then determined that I 
woald have the cargo I originally bought, 
and would not take that by the Golder 
‘State. By Ching-foong getting the steamer’s 
cargo for two taels one mace, I could 
‘see it was his intention to break the market 
from Tie. 2.60 to Tis. 2.25; aud it was 
no doubt ou this account that I used 
the expression that I was not going to 
be undersold or fooled by the Chiuese. It 
was on the 5th December that my compradore 
Went to inspect the cargo ex Golden State, 
‘Then I had commenced to load oil in the 
Hedvig. Thad commenced when I received 
the godown orders. I would have tal 
the oil ex Golden State for other purp se: 
if the Chinese had not got hold cf the steamer 
cargo for the price they did. They got it 
cheap, and it was their intention to undersell 

\d offered me the Golden State cargo in 
lieu of that brought by the steamer. When 
T went back to my office, after tiffin, at 1.30 
p.m. on the 5th, 1 found the godown order 
‘rom Boyd & Co. on my desk. Mr. Bielfeld 
afterwards called upon ine and asked me if I 
had received it. I returned it to him, and 
referred him to his principals, “I received 
the letter now produced. (Lt was dated the 
December, 1877, and was from Mr. 
Robinson, the plaintiff's legal adviser. It 
was to the effect that in case they did not 
delivery of the 10,789 cases of oil ex 
Rajana'tianihar, which they could have from 
Messrs. Boyd & Co.'s godown on payment 
for the same, he was itistructed to commence 
an action against them in H.B.M’s. Supreme 
Court.) Before receiving that letter, 1 had 
Wad no formal tender to me of the Rajan- 
’s cargo, I had only been asked to 
examine it, My experience of the kerusiue 
oil trade on this market is limited. I have 
been a direct importer, and my experience 
is that one per cent., or a little “nder, is the 
average for damage and leakage. Ipaid the top 
market price for the Rojanattianukar’s cargo, 
Within a day or two the price went up two 
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or three mace, in consequeuce of the reported 
Joss of two vessels with oil, I knew of these 
Iogses when I signed the contract note. Onc 





of the vessels supposed to be lost afterwards 
turned up at Yokohama. At the end of De- 
comber, when I received the letter from Br. 
Robinson, which has been produced, I had 
offers from Tis. 2.80 to Tls. 2.90 for oil, but I 
wanted Tis. 3. ‘This was for other cargo I 
had, other than those which have been 
mentioned in this case. ‘The cargo of the 
Rojanattianukar was not at my risk. { bad 
‘the option of having nothing to do with it 
‘until it had been a month in the godown. I 
did not insure it. ‘This cargo was composed 
of tins with screw tops, which is suitable to 
the Japan market, more so than the flat 
It_was because the tins had 
‘that I was anxious to send this 
cargo to Japan. ‘The Chinese don't care for 
screw tops; they like the other kind of tia 
better. What 1 understood the foot note on 
the contract to mean was, that the usual 
amount of Jeakago of ono or two per cent. 
would be allowed for. I thought it was a 
custom of the trade, and did not think there 
‘was anything special about it. 











‘Cross-examined by Mr. Roprsson—About 
the time I signed the coutract I heard 
conflicting rumours as to cargoes bi 
pected from Hongkong. I knew there were 
12,000 cases of oil coming from Hongkong by 
the Rajanattianukar before I signed the con- 
tract note, Before I went to inspect the 
5,000 cases, I was handed a godown order for 
that number. The 5,000 cases were in the 
same godown as the other cases that had not 
been passed. The 5,000 bad been put to- 
gether on, oue side, but there was nothing 

ividing them from’ the others. It was be 
tween the time of the purchase and the time 
for the delivery that I was in treaty toship oil 
to Japan, I was guaranteed a certain price if I 
could deliver oil there by acertain date. Ihave 
telegram here of a definite order for from8,000 
to 10,000.cases, I had other telegrams besides, 
Thad other oil in my possession at the time, 
but not of the kind I wanted toship to Japan, 
It was the Rajanattianuhar’s oil that [ wauted 
tosend there, because it suited the market 
better than that I had got. This telegram 
for 5,000 to 10,000 cases does not specify ai 
particular kind of oil, further than Devoe's 
Kerosine Oil, but I knew what was suitable 
for the Japan market. I shipped my own 
oil, I am sure it was on the afternoon 
or evening of the 3rd, that the charter 
of the Hedvig was sottled, and she started 
to load on the morning of the 4th. ‘There 
is no mistake about that, 10,000 cases of 
oil were shipped in her. I think they were 
loading between threo and four days. I 
told Mr. Bielfeld, on the 4th, that I would 
take the cargo of the Golden State it it was 
ready by noou on the Sth in the godown ready 
for inspection, in accordance with the broker's 
note, I said’ ready for inspection as stated 
in the broker's note, because [ was to receive 
this cargo in liea of that brought by the 
Rajanattianukar, When my compradore 
came back, after examinivg the Golden 
State's cargo, 1 did not ask him how 
much was in the godown and how much 
on the wharf, It was suflicient for me 
to know that it was not all in the godow 
‘The Golden State had arrived when I made 
the contract for the cargo of the Rajanat- 
fiamuhar, 1 did not refuse to carry out the 
arrangement to take the Golden State's cargo 
because I heard Ching-fooog had got tho 
Rajanattianuhar’s cargo for two taels one 
mace, but it influenced me, ‘The Golden 
State's cargo was not in the godown when 
they said it was, and it was on that account 
that I told them I would have nothing more 
to do with it; and they knew that I 
lad! then ‘cargo boats loading into the 
Hedvig, Tt was most material for me that 
the cargo should be in the godown, becau 
L could not got it without. I did not consi 
der I should be safe in commencing to take 
delivery of what was in the godown, because I 
Was not aware whether the remainder would 
be forthcoming. ‘The Golden State's cargo 
had not screw tops, and therefore was not #0 
suitable for the Japan market as the steamer 
cargo, ‘The one percentage of damage I have 
mentioned, refers to sailing vessels only, not 
to steamers. 1 don’t think the danage would 
be much greater by steamers if the oil was 
properly stowed and put on board in good 
order, I have never bought kerosine oil 
to arrive before, but have been a direct 
importer for some time. I think I know 
something of the trade. I am prepared to 

ear that | never saw this godown order, 
which has been produced, on the 5th Decem- 
ber. It was another one I sav, signed Boyd 
and Company. I know Mr. Hay has sworn 
that he issued this order, but he did not 
swear that he had not issued others also, 
When I received the order from Boyd and 
Company for 12,000 cases, I canuot say out 
of what ship it was to como. I don’t think 
all of it was to come from the Golden State, 
To the best of my recollection T handed 
that godown order to Mr, Bielfeld, and 
did not return it, to the plainti’ by. my 
compradore. I made a claim on the plainti 
for what I called the difference between the 
purchase price and the rate of eal, ‘The 
‘ane price was Tis. 2,60 and the rate 
of ale Tis. 2.90, making a total of Tis, 3,600. 
L-subsequently ‘deducted the broker's com- 
mission. 

Cant Kress deposed.—I_am manager 
of Messrs, Melobers & Co. I contracted to 
sell to Ching-foong the kerosine oil to_arrive 
by the Rajanaitianukar. It was in Novem- 
ber. I don't remember the date. There were 































































































Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission. 


216 


The H.-C. Herald and &. C. & C, Gagette, Fes. 28, 1878. 








two prices—10,000 cases at Tis. 2.50, and 
2,000 at Tis. 2.40. After I found out that 
the cargo was damaged, I made an arrangement 
with Bila, The terms. are private, and I 
gave my word to him that I would not name 
them. 

‘Mr. Warwewntour asked for the price to 
be divulged. 

Mr. Rosrxsox, after consulting with Ching- 
foong, told the witness that there was uo 
objection to his giving the price. 

Witneas—We agreed that he should pay 
‘Tis, 2.10 all round. 

Mr. WatsgwniGnr mentionéd that that 
was a cut of three mace on one lot aud four 
mace on the other; and plaintiff wanted to 
allow the defendants only oue mace. 

‘Witness explained that Ching-foong had to 
pay some of the boat aud cvolie hire, storage, 
and a month's fire insurance; and was 
ound to take immediate delivery and 
pay cash, Witness was to pay part of 
the expenses—-he thought ou 5,000 or 7,000 
cases, It was one of these nnmbers, It 'was 
ou the report of his godown keeper, as to the 
condition of the cargo, that he reduced the 
Price to ‘lls, 2.10 on the above terms, 

Cross-examined by Mr, Ronissox—\When 
‘he gold in the first instance he kuew nothing as 
to the condition of tive cargo, He simply sold 
itas oil to arrive. About the same time he 
also sold the plaintiff 3,000 other cases of the 
jame lot of oil, which the firm bad stored at 
Hongkong, The price was $3. ‘These 3,000 
‘cases remained at Hongkong by the plaintiff's 
instructions, and he kuow that they were sold 
ata profit of 25 cents case, He made an allow- 
ance for leaky tivs on the Rajanattianuhar's 
ayy 





























0, 

‘he Cour then adjourned. 

Upon resuming in the afternoon, 

His Loxpsmir said that since the adjourn- 
meut of the Court, it had occurred to him 
that this was so much @ case of valuation 
that he would suggest to the 
whet it was not desi 
question of what would be the prop 
Pay for this oil, to experts to deci 
‘would certainly be preferabl 

iuestion to experts than to leave it to a jury. 

fo go on with the case would occupy very 
considorable time, aud as there were arrear 
of businoss in the lower Court, his Lordship 
could not possibly sit in the Supreme Court 

‘on tho following day ; but be wished it to be 

understood that he had merely offered it as a 

suggestion that the case bo reforred, 

Mr. Waisewniout—At present wo have 
not decided that the defendauts are liable, 

‘Mr, Roptxsow said the only question he 
would leave to the jury was, what would be a 
faiv allowance to make? When he addressed 
the Court, he should leave all other questions 
to his Lordship, He quite acquiesced in the 
the suggestion made by his Lordship, fo refer 
the amount of allowance to two arbitrators, 
one to be chosen by each side. 

Mr. WarvewntGur said defendants were 
never 1g to take the Rajanattianvhar’s 
Gil ; aud why they did not take that of the 
Golden State lind uothing to do with this case, 
except that it bore on the bond fides of the 
rejection of this particular oil. 

His Lonpsutr said the first foreign sellers 
and Chinese purchaser of the oil settled the 
thing at once. ‘The purchaser found the oil 
‘at he expected, made a complaint, 

and the matter was settled in five minutes, 

Mr. Wainewnten:—That does not in any 
way affect our position, Because » German 

‘and a Chitiese subject think it worth while not 

to have a law suit, Ido not think we should 

be bound by that. 

. His Lonpsare—I merely throw out the 
suggestion, for the parties to adopt it or not 
—that each should appoint a valuer, who 
should say what the value of the cargo 

‘Mr. Watnzwrigut—That 

should take the cargo and I 

decided by experts. If that is the only question 

for the jury todecide, I would suggest that the 

Bry be disnised, and thatthe whole thing be 

left to the experts to decide; but I think 

there is something more than that, which will 
tur on the mercantile usage of this place and 
the terms used. I aim instructed to say that 
if the plaintiff had offered the same allowance 
to the defendants that he got from his 
vendor, they would have accepted the cargo. 
Mr, Rosixsox said it was easy to say that 
now, hecause he had not gone into that part of 
the ‘question; but he was prepared to put 





























































‘Mr. Bielfeld into the bor now to show that 
that offer had been made, and refused. 

Mr. Watsewniont replied that if the 
plaintiff would make the defendants the same 
allowance below the market rate for the cargo 
at the present time, as he got from Messrs. 
Melchers & Co., they would accept it now— 
that was, au allowancs on the present market 
rate for good oil. 

Mr. Ropixsow said the plaintiff declined to 
make any such allowance. 

His Lonpsuir said it seemed to be such a 
small matter, that it was to be regretted the 
case came into Court to be fought, when 
it might have been otherwise arranged. 

Mr. Warsewntour said that the plaintiff 
had made the defendants an offer of so small 
an allowance that it would have been folly to 
have accepted it. ‘The offer was utterly i 
sufficient, and defendants’ were now invit 
to concede that they were bound to take the 
cargo, aud to lea faiue to be decided by 
experts. If the plaintiff would mako such an 
allowance that defendants could sell the oil 
80 ng to make a profit, they would take it, 

‘There being apparently no chance of his 
Lordship's suggestion being adopted, the case 
proceeded, the uext witness called being 

Joux Snare, who deposed—Tam a broker, 
and have bad a large experience in dealing 

i i T have been a broker 
wix years, and have been dealing in the oil 
more or less since. I have not iuspected this 
particular cargo. Frou my experience, I 
consider the average loss by leakage, breal 
age, &., on oil carried by sailing vessel 
direct from New York to Shanghai, would 
he from one to threo per cent,” Three 
per cont, would be an excessive leakage, 
We have never had steamers to arrive direct 
from New York. With regard to tranship- 
ment cargo, it would not arrive here in 
‘such good order as cargo direct from New 
York. I should expect to find, probably, 
‘one per cent. more leakage. It might be as 
high as four per cent., but that would be 
excessive. ‘Tho escape of oil from the tin 
Sometim 





















































jing of the ship or 

think it arises from the oil. I should consider 
that cargo left in gun for a month or so, 
would appear lees damaged. I judge s0 from 
the cargo of the Star of the West. ‘That im. 
roved the longer it was kept in godown. 
inspected that cargo soveral times, It was 
vory badly damaged. I sold that cargo 
ral times, but I canuot now say at what 
under the market rate, nor what allow- 
It was damaged 
(Present coutract note shown to wit- 
under- 
stand by the last clause that the usual per- 
centage of the leakage should be allowed for. 
ad dealings with Ching-foong many 
connection with kerosine oil, but not 
in this matter. I remember a ship called the 
Coldstream coming here. I sold her cargo to 
Ching-foong. He took delivery on that occa 
sion, There wasa dispute about damaged cases, 
but he ultimately took them at a cousiderable 
reduction. I did not see those cases—it was 
a matter between the vendor and purchaser, 
I forget what reduction was made to Ching. 
foong. Messrs. Frazar & Co. were the sellers, 
and they could perhaps tell. It was more 
than one mace. Looking at this contract- 
note, my understanding, as a broker, of a 
contract worded in this way, is that defend. 
ant could take delivery at any time he wanted 
within the month. If oil tins are rusted, the 
rust is liable to eat through the metal aud the 
oil in consequence toleak. That makes cargo 
of less value for the purposes of export. ‘Tins 
having screw tops are more saleable than those 
with flat tops, in the Japan market—those 
with flat tops in this market. Looking at 
the worst of the cases in Conrt, I should 
describe them as being oil-stainedanddamaged. 
I should not expect to sell them at the ordinary 
market rate. A few such cases might be 

taken inclusive, but not if all were so, 
price would depend upon the state of the 

market. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Rostssox—Suppos- 
ing the cargo had been taken to Hongko: 
stored there in godowns, and then reskippelt 

possible that leakage would be greater 
‘than if it had been sent direct. I have never 
seen this phraseology (of the foot note) in a 
contract before. In those I have seen, it has 























































been usual either to leave in the word “re- 





jected,” or to put in the body of the contract 
the words ‘in good order and condition.” 
Those words may have been introduced in one 
or two coutracts, but it is not usual to insert 
thet. ‘The usual phraseology ia “damages 
to be rejected.” Asa broker, if I made a 
contract, and struck out the word “rejected,” 
Tshould'consider the buyer at liberty to reject 
the whole of the damaged cases,—although I 
had struck out that word. That would be 
the way I should understand it. According 
to my understanding, the buyer would have to 
take the usual proportion of damaged cases, I 
cannot aay what was the object in this case of 
striking out the word “rejected.” If Tknew 
that the whole of the cargo was damaged, then 
I could understand it better. If I were to be 
instructed by my. clients to strike ont the 
word “rejected,” I should strike it out withe 
out thinking anything at all about its meaning, 
T should atill think the purchaser had a right 
to reject. In the case of the Coldstream, 1'do 
not know whether the allowance was two 
zace—it lay between the buyer and seller. I 
know the seller complained to me about the 
extraordinary allowance he had to make. It 
was over two mace, I have nothing to do 
with making allowances, but I generally know 
by having to collect my brokerage. I'do nob 
remember a case in which three mace were 
allowed, I do not kuow the details—I onl; 
know the total in each case. I cannot assit 
you on that point at all. When damagei 
Zargo arrives here, it is the practice to fill up 
Teaky ting, one from the other, 80 as to make 
as many full ones as possible: Supposing a 
tingle refilled case, in a cargo, uot being 
particularly badly stained, aud being of proper 
Weight, i would pasa just the samo as a 
cleau case. If it was for export, it might 
make a difference, being more liable to leak 
ogain. A great deal depends upou the state 
of the market, whether deslers will ac 
cases that have been refilled but are not badly 
ig it the same rate 
‘not inspected 
but assuming the oil that is now 
in the cases in Court as that known as Devoe’s 
Kerosine Oil, to be in perfectly clean ting 
and perfectly clean cases, it would be merch+ 
‘antable,—After looking at two of the cases, 
witness wept on to say—Assuming those to 
be part of the lot of 5,150 cases which have 
not been refilled, those cases are saleable ontho 
marketheroata reduction, ‘The matket price 
here now for Devoe’s oil, iu clean cases, is 
Tle, 2.56 per case of 10 gallons. T cannot say 
what the oil in those two cases would sell for, 
‘The people it belongs to are the people to puta 
market value on it. I should judge it would 
fetch at auction from Tis, 2.20 to Tis, 2.25— 
it might fetch more. I mean for the lot, 
Supposing that I wanted to dispose of it in 
small quantities, I think I could get more 
for it. 













































xamived by Mr. Watsewniont—Sup- 
posing half of a large cargo bad been refilled, 
aud it was the only cargo on the market, the 
whole carge would suffer considerably if sold 
in one lot. The condition of cargoes to arrive 
here is pretty well known by persons in the 
trade. A cargo that has been coopered oP 
recased, and generally repaired here, would 
be known to all the nati It a cargo 
was brought to Hongkoug, there landed and 
stored in good and sound condition, and after- 
wards carefully re-shipped, brought to Shaug- 
hai, and there delivered carefully, there 
ought not to be much difference in its value. 
3y permission, Mr. Ronixson further ques+ 
tioned the witness, who deposed—Supposing 
the half of a cargo of oil had been refilled, but 
supposing in addition to that, that the cases 
‘were not stained, it would still affect the value 
of the whole cargo, if it were known. 
By Mr. Warxzwricut.—If the tins require 
refilling, it does aot m ily follow that 
oe cases would be stained ; but they might 


























Nns Mouver deposed—I do business as a 
broker, and deal in kerosine oil. I have 
inspected cargo that I was told came in the 
Rajanattianuhar, at Boyd’s godown. Tt was 
in the early part of December, and I then 
saw from 8,000 to 10,000 cases. They wero 
shown me by the godown man as having been 
brought by that steamer. They were leaky 
and black, and oil was lying all around them 
on the floor of the godown—in fact, the 
godown man had put planks down to 
Prevent people ing in it, It was 
old cargo, and Ido not cousider that at that 
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was marketable It might sell 
inthe ‘market here for leeal consata tion, 
‘but was not fit to be exported to Japan. 





I should refuse to send such cases, without 
& special clause to protect me. ‘The cargo 
would not fetched anything like the 





market price. I have seen a large allow- 
ance made in Shanghai on much better cargo. 
It was not merchantable cargo. It was old 
‘cargo, had been a long time in Hongkong, and 
probably became leaky. Kerosine oil tins are 
fometimes found perforated. It is not from 
rast, but from the bad quality of the metal with 
‘The tin cases 









sate, the saleableness of the oil is of course 
generally, reduced. It would not be boaght 
for export to Japan, but might be bought at 
reduced price for the Shanghai market, for 
local consumption, A fair and proper allow 
‘ance on this cargo, at the time I inspected 
it, would havo had to be made on the market 
rate, I believe at that time the market rate 
vas Tie, 2.85 for good cargo, I suppove this 
cargo would then have gold for from 25 to 30 
cents under the market price. For export to 
Japan T would not havo touched it at any 
ico, be 

















to mean that the los 
would have to be adjusted in 
jodown before taking delivery. I hi 
jad such a clause in my own contracts, 
always say, so many thousand cases in 
order and condition. The wording of the last 











clause in. the present contract is in plain 
Englia! 


‘but I-do not know what it really 
xxcopt what I havo aaid I understand 
it to moan. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Rontysox — Mr. 
Hopkins inapeoted thie eargo wi 
cil we inspected, was, I believe, ly: 

f the godown, ‘The godown man 

plain to us that one of the lots was 
same stato as when it camo from 
‘the steamer. When I go to inspect kerosi 
oil, I roly on my own judgment. W. 
8,000 or 10,000 cases, which wo wero told 
came from Hongkong. At that time, there 
wore many tins already opened, and Chineso 
‘wero noldering them up outside the godown. 
I did not see the tins in all tho cases, I do 
uot know what is the condition of the tins in 
the cases now in Court, but I should judgo it 





































to bo pretty bad by the look of tho cases. 
Supporing a ley cave had been put at top 
of tho ‘and had leaked upon them, it 






ven them this appearasce, 
‘not turn cases black ; but 
‘sappoting thoy had boon in a godown for six 
months they would turn black. I’ am not 
prepar in what condition tho tins 
aro inside, ‘Tho appearance of these cases 
might havo boon caused by others havin 
Toaked over thom, “I have Vought and sold 
Kerosine oil sinco it frst camo to this country, 
and have, ata broker, sold 4,000 or 5,000 
cases at a time, In former times there was 
not so much oil coming here as now. To 
sell 2,000 cases thon was a very heavy tran 
action, [have sold oil for other people, for 

port to Japan, ‘and also to arrive—not on 

own account, but for some one else. I 
buy oil on my own account to arri 

seen damaged cargo, beforo—atai 
and leaky cases. It was not the practice in 
the trade, when « portion of the casos aro 
leaky, to fill them up, so as to make them of 
fall weight. I never allow it to be done. It 
has come into practice vory lately—within 
three or four years. Before that time it 
was not allowed, (Wituess’s attention 
was drawn to two of the cases in Court.) 
Ho said—I think I could sell the oil 
in those caves. At the presont moment, per- 
haps, I could soll it at 15 to 20 cents allow- 
ance under the market price, in small Tote. 
For large lots, the allowance would bave to 














































:. G. Hopmms next deposed—I accom. 
panied Mr. Moller to survey the cargo of th 
- Rajanattianuhar. I am a broker, and hav 
had experience in dealing with kerosine oil 
for two or three years, I think it was on 
the 4th December that wo surveyed this 
cargo. We found it was very badly dam- 
aged cargo—perfectly unmarketable. The 
godown man said it was an entire cargo 
‘of 10,000 or 12,000 cases It could never 
be exported, for no one would give a 








clean receipt for it. Such cargo would be 
marketable for local consumption, I suppose, 
at areduction. At the time we surreyed it, 
the price of clean cargo was Tis. 2.80, and 
this cargo could have been sold perbaps at a 
reduction of three mace. If the whole cargo 
had been put upon the market, we sh 

have had to make a still larger reduction. 

‘HisLorpsate—What would that have been? 

‘Witness—Que mace more. 

Examination resumed—The average loes on 
a direct cargo of oil is from half to two per 
cent, by sailing ship. On transhipment, 
cargo ought to arrive here inside of three per 
cent. for leakage I do think the 
oil itself causes rust and leakage. I tl 
arises from water and the sweat of th 
hor salt 
perforations in the tin 
tr these arise from dampr 
godowns, or on board ship, or from their get- 
ting wet. Either will cause rust, (Shown 
present contract.) If I had put this foot note 
toa contract myself, I should understand it 
to mean the usual’ per centage would be 
allowed. I have never seen such a clause 
before in a contract. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Ropi 
contract, there is no liberty to reject. If this 
foot note had not been there, the purchaser 
would have been at liberty 

Re-oxamined by Mr. W. 
in my contracts a stip 
cases, or that the cargo shall be in good 
order and condition, 

Prrer Macueay’ was next called, and 
deposed—I am a broker. I know something 
of the kerosine oil trade. I went to look at 
tome cargo that I was told came out of the 

janattianuhar. Mr, R Mackenzie was with 
me. The godown man pointed out the cargo 
tous, It was sometime in December, on the 
15th, that we went, We found the cargo 
in very bad order, the cases being all stained, 
badly stained, 'I saw nearly the whole 





















































‘and found the ti 
dered, and that they were rusted, 
‘Those cases were chosen promiscuously from 
what was eaid to be the sound portion of 
cargo. It was not sound cargo. It was 
not in my opinion fit for shipment. I do 
not think it could bave been put on the 
markot heresoas to get a reasonable price forit, 
4s compared with sound cargo prices. T have 
no knowledge of the current market rates 
about that time. I do not know what causes 
Salt water, more exp 
st. Pure oil wi 


















Guced with the note at foot, I shoul 
understand to mean—(but it is a complicated 
sort of thing)—that the cargo was to be taken 
with an allowance, but that the buyer was 
not to be absolutely bound by it, becnuse there 
a limit to everything ; an 
cargo, Lshould say that limit was exceeded 
altogether in this case. In the face of this 
contract, and with those words, I should consi- 
der the buyer was not bound to take the cargo, 
en if Lhad got him to sign a note of this 
kind, and assuming that the cargo was as badly 
is. Ap a broker, I should 




















York, per sailing ship, 
from half to one and a baif per cent. 
Cross-examined by Mr. Rontwsox— 
been a buyer of cargo. Ido not say that the 
‘cargo we inspected was unsaleable, but that 
it was not saleable as sound cargo. ' Assuming 
that the cases in Court are some of the cargo 
that I inspected, and that they had never been 
‘opened, and that it was offered in lots of 500, 
‘or 1,000, oF even 100 cases, I would not 
xcept at a reduction of three or 
a-half mace under the present 
market rate, which is Tis. 2.60. ‘That ie, for 
T am not ion to know 
le would do, ‘That is my own 
raonal opinion. When Iinspected this cargo 
it was all pointed ont to me in one godown. 
I went into another godown to inspect sound 
‘cargo from another ship ; but the Rajanattia- 
muhar’s cargo was only in one godown. With 
regard to this contract, I consider it to be an 
arrangement between buyer and seller up toa 
certain limit. In my jadgment, to decide the 
limit, two merchants should be called in. 
Re-examined by Mr. Watsewntcut—It I 
had to take 10,000 cases of this cargo, I 





is 


















would not take them except at a reduction of 
four mace under the current rate of the day. 
‘'T, Prxmertox deposed—I am man: 
Wheelook and Co.’s cargo boat busin 
boats to Ching-foong to take 














cargo. I was on board the steamer 
when it was being discharged 
the godown. I have had cor 
rience during the last 13 or 14 yet 





janding kerosine oil in Shanghai, ‘The conai- 
tion of the Rajanattianukar’s cargo was about 
the worst I ever sai, ‘The cases we 
either leaky, empty, oil-stained, or other- 
wise damaged. ‘There was only ono other 
cargo that I remember Ianding, at all like 
this one. ‘That was the cargo of the Star 
of the West, and it was not in such bad 
condition as this one, In the Rajanattianu- 
har’s cargo, tl a quantity of empty 
ins when ‘landed, and some half empty— 
in fact they all’ appeared to be more or 
Tess leaky. ‘There was a considerable amount 
of leakage of, oil from the tins into. the 
cargo-boats, ‘The oil was taken up from 
under the Lottom boards, after the cargo had 
heen landed. ‘This oil ut into mative 
oil baskets and taken ou shore, After that 
I do not know what was done with it, I 
do not know the quantity, bute 
‘engaged had some, and it was bailed out. 
is Lonpsnz pointed out that it had ‘beon 
shown that about ten per cent, on the whole 
cargo was lost. 

Mr, Ropiisox—And that includes what 
had Ieaked on board the ateame: 

‘Witness reeumed—The oil taken from tl 
cargo-boats would not be eo clean as that in 
the tins, We charge one cont a caso for 
ending, but in this caso thero was a special 
arrangement it being a large eargo, and the 
price paid was three-quarters of a cent per 
case. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Roptxsox—I saw 
oil being put out of the Rajanattianuhar into 
‘our cargo boats, I did not of it dis- 
charged from the bogan to 
discharge on the 26th November—at least on 
that date I sent the enrgo boats, I cannot 

that they began to dischargo 

on tho 26th, bat I am under the impression 
was that dato, Tw mer 
the day after the discharge had begun. I 
do not know how much oil bad been taken 
out of the steamer when I got there—perhaps 
1,000 or 2,000 cases. It was about two 
lock in the afternoon when I went thore, 
don board about half an hour, I 
only went once on board the Rajanattianuhar, 
All the oil that 1 saw discharged from hor 
into the cargo-boats was discharged during 
that half-bour. {did not see all the cargo- 
0 alongside the Rajanattianuhar or 
Boydl’s wharf. - Leannot say how many I sav, 

Mr. Ronrxsox pointed out that there wore 
fifteen boats engaged in landing the cargo, 
ranging over seven day: 

Witness resuined—Tho oil was all landed 
from the steamer in three days, but it was 
seven days before it was all put into the go- 





































































I rem: 
































down. During the half-hour I was there, I 
aw threo or four cargo-boats being discharged 
—they came one aul two ata time, [know 


the cargo-boats had oil in them, because I eaw 
it after the cargo bad heen discharged. From 
the state in wh h Teawone ortwoot # ‘boat 
I was told by the boatme: 
I know that all of them had oil in them fro 
‘the leakage of the tins. From my own pet 
sonal knowled; I cannot say that I know 
receipts (produced) of the 
delivery of cargo on the 27th November 
(The wording of some of these receipts w: 
interpreted, after which the witness's exam- 
ination was resumed.) He said—I do not 
Know how many of the cases were empty. 
(should probably be surprised to hear that 
5,150 of these cases in the godown had not 
Jeaked at all, 

Mr. Ropixsox—'Then, do you not think 
you were a little rash in stating that all the 
‘cargo was more or leas lenky ? 

Keexamined hy Mr, WaINzwnignt—I wag 
at Boyd and Co.’s godowns at Pootung, I 
think, three tines during the delivery of this 
cargo—{ am sure L was tl 
each occasion I saw boat I 
What I have before stated is the result 
f, from a general look 
at the Jot, several boats were 
landing cargo at one time from the Rajattiae 
nuhar, and I looked at the state of the boats, 

‘Woxo Paossan next deposed—Iam Messrs, 
Lane, Crawford and Co.'s compradore, On 
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the Sth December, I went to Pootung, to 
Took at some oil cargo in Mesare, Boyd and 
Co.'s godowns, Mr. Wilson gave me two 
Chinese godown orders for the delivery of 
cargo, One was for 240 cases said to he slightly 
xd; the other was for the balance of 
‘eases said to he in good order. This was 
u the forenoon. Mr. Wile 
it was ship cargo—not steam: 
Pootung, and looked at tl 









The 
godown man told we the Chinese notes were 





‘cargo. 


of no use, but that as soon as the cargo was 
Janded he would get a receipt from his master. 
Ido not know how many cases were landed 
when I got there, but [saw some in boats, 
not landed, I know the godown man, He 
told me I came at 9.30 ou the morning of the 
6th Dec, [ told him he “talkee lie,” and 
that it was 11.30. 1 got back to Lane, 
Crawford & Co, about 12 o'clock. 














Crows-examined by Mr. Rontxsox —Mr. 
Wilson gave mo two native godown orders 
to go aud inspect 12,000 cases of oil. ‘That 


was at’ 11 o'clock am. I got to Pootung 
about 11,30, and remained there a quarter of 
an hour, I'saw Sun-kow there, and showed 
him the two native orders. | He showeil 
me some cargo, and said it was not all 
Gnished landing, I did not ask him how 
many cases hind been landed. He did not tell 
me how many. He said, “As soon as 
makeo landes, can takeo ‘office, and get 
receipt,” I thea went away. ‘The godown 
man told me the cargo was all in proper 
aud good order. I went back to Lai 
Crawiord & Co.'s, and saw Me. Wilvo 
‘hat was about 12.15, [did not bring back 
A foreign receipt, but brought back the Chinese 
orders, I told’ Mr. Wilson they could not 
change them, as the landing of the cargo was 
not finis |, but that, as soon as it was 
finished, T could procure and give him a receipt. 
When [ told Kim that, Mr. Wilson told ne 
to seud back the Chinese orders to Ching- 
foovg. Mr. Wilson did not retain them. 1 
did, till they were returned to Ching-foong. 
I took them to Chivg-foong’s house. Mr. 
Wilion did not give me a chit to give to 
Ching-foong. I gave the orders to Ching- 
fooug’s shroff, and then went home. Ching- 
foong caine to my house about one o'clock on 
tho same day, and gave me a godown order 
in English. (Produced.) I cannot read it. 
sr for 12,000 







































































airs at tiffin, and tl 
give it to him hiss 
‘and went way. \When Mr. 
down-stairs, I gave bim the English godown 
order. ‘Phat was at about 1.90. He told me 
it was too late, that he could not send the 
‘enrgo to Japan, and that I must take the 
order back to Ching-foong. I took the order 
back to Ching-foong, aud told him what Mr. 
Wilkon had said. Ttold Chinn-foong he bad 
better go and see Me. Wilson himself. 
E-FOONG was the next witness called. He 
i mmploy of Mesa 





























the delivery of th 
jodowus, I donot recollect 
tho nan hip. Lwas three days super- 
intending the delivery. Ido uot remember the 
day the loading begau. I saw kerosine oil 
boing landed at the same time, The landing 
ceaued before I left—ou the third day I was 
there, about the evening, I saw ‘Tashing’s 
compradore come there on the third day. He 
came’ with a godown order to, exchange for 











sound cargo—kerosine oil. The oil being 
Tanded was put into the centre godown. Tam 
quite sure they wero landing oil on the third 








1g L was there, and that it was being 
en into the same godown that the oil was 
in that Tashing’s compradore came to inspect. 

Roneré Mackexzte deposed—I am a mer- 
chant in Shanghai, and have occasioually dealt 
in kerosine oil. I have had a great many transac- 
tions in it, butnot lately. I had an interest in 
the eargo of the Star of the West—it belonged 
tous. [t was purchased in New York by our 
agents, We engaged freight in the Star of the 
West, shipped on our account, at so much per 
ton. Therefore for any damage to cargo we 
were responsible. With respect to the cargo 
of the Rajanattianukar, I saw a lot of cases 
of kerosine oil, which were said to be her 
argo, L was called iu to survey i with Me 
P, Maclean, at Boyd's godowns at Pootung. 
Air, Maclean, Mr. Wilson, and I, went there, 
and the godown man showed it tous, That 




















was on the 15th December. ‘The document 
produced is our report. My opinion of the 
cargo is that all the cases seemed in a stained 
condition and in a most unmarketable state. 
I mean that if I bad such cargo, and gave 
a delivery order for it, Lam quite sure the 
buyer would not take it. We had several of. 
the cases opened. Most of them were a little 
wet and in such a condition that L expect they 
would rast very soon. The result would be 
that the next time they were moved to be 
shipped, they would be in holes and the oil 
would probably leak. If they were moved 
¢ local consumption, there would be more 
akaye than in cases where the tins were 
sound. If eases were kept in godown for a 
time, I think they would, by drying, natar- 
ally ‘look a better colour.. Yam not certain 
that the oil would ruat the tins. I know tl 
wet will cause rust, but whether oil will, I 
cannot say. My own experience of the leakage 
of oil coming from New York direct is from'a 
quarter per cent. to as high as five per cont, 
An average would be about two per cent, 
been our expe T do not know 
ip which lost five per ceut., but the 
uarter per cent. loss was in the Star of the 
West, ‘Looking at the cases in Court, T should 
appear to be much the same as the 

saw in the godown. ‘These cases xre 
stained, and I do not consider that they are 
marketable. Iheliove a buyer would reject 
them, Probably they could be sold at some 
price, by making an arrangement. Ido not 
kuow what the current price of kerosine oil 
is, ‘The meaning of the Inst clause in this 
contract is, in my opinion, what it say 
if I was ‘a buyer of the oil, and gave 
full market price, I should expect the bulk 
of the oil to be worth it, I should consider 
clause would only cover a moderate 
tof damages. “The cargo I saw in 
. Boyd's godowns, I co 
would be bound to take, under 
L certainly should refuse to take it. 

By Mr. Rovtxsox—I mean that if I gave a 
delivery order for clean cargo, a buyer would 
not accept this cargo. Ido not mean to say 
that this cargo is not saleable by private 
arrangement, Assuming the oil in the tins 
is_good and that the tins are full, it is 
difficult to say what price it would fetch— 
yerhiaps 25 conte por case under market rate 
for clean eargo. Supposing we bad a number 
of leaky cases, we sould fill them up again 
from others. I have seen many contracts for 
kerosine oil, but never one, to my recollec- 
tion, like this one—atriking out the word 
“rejected,” and inserting 
damngeil cases to be 
jing the word 

his over these very cla 
certainly reject such onrgo as this was. I do 
not remember how many cases we had opened 
at Boyd & Co's., but I think five or six. 
Some of the tins were wet, but I cannot say 
what with, It was like either oil or water— 
Kerosine oil looks like water. 

‘The concluded the evidence to be taken 
viva voce, and 

Mr. Watvewsiour now proposed to read 
the evidence of Vaptain Hopkine and 2ud 
officer Main, of the Rajanattianuhar, which 
had been taken de bene esse, in January last. 

‘Mr. Roxixsox objected to the reception of 
this evidence, and would ask his Lorlship 
to note the objection. The evidence in 
question was taken on the 1éth January, the 
order having been obtained about 12 at noon 
of the same day. The examination of the 
witnesses took place at 2.30 same afternoa 
and therefore on account of the shortness of 
time and the want of due notice, he (Mr. 
Robiason) was utterly unable to cross-examine 
them, Moreover, the application was made 
before issue was joined, and on that point he 
would refer his Lordship to “‘Chitty's Prao- 
tice.” 
is Lonpsntr—Our Rule does not say so, 

Mr. Ro ‘said the proposed course 
very inconvenient. It was competent for his 
earned friend to obtain a commission to ex- 
amine the wituestes in Hongkong. It 
was admitted that the Rajansdtianuhar was 
in Shanghai on the 13th, and the appli- 
cation was not made till the 15th. It should 
have been made on the 14th, and not on the 
day the steamer was leaving. ‘The time was 
so short, that he (Mr. Robiuson) did not take 
any part in the proceedings, and the witnesses 
were not cross-examined. Upou those grounds, 
he would submit that the evidence ought not 
to be received, Besides, Rule 244 said the 


























































































































reasons were to be recorded, 

His Lonpsuxr—I recorded in my notes that 
I nade tive order, for the reasons given in the 
affidavit. 

‘Mr. Watvewrtcur said the 
given at the time of the applicatio 
might mention thathe swore that the 
‘was material and necessary to the 







that Captain Hopkins and his officer’ wero 
about to leave for Hongkong, and their 
retarn was ve 


In fact, they had 
(Mr, Wainewright) 
the ship was here on the 
it; but he wrote to Mr. Robinson informing 
a that he meant to make the application, 

Mr. Ronrsos—Yes, you gave me all the 
information iu your power on the 14th. 

His Lorpsuir over-raled the objection. 
‘The language of our Rule was as wide as well, 
could he—* Where the circumstances of the 
case apprar to the Court 40 to require, . 
the Court may .. .. take the 
auy witness at any time in the course of the 
proceedings in any suit ‘a8 preparatory 
to the hearing of the ‘suit,... . and the 
evidence so taken may be used at the hearing 
+. + « saving just exceptions.” ‘That left it 
altogether to the Court to decide at th 
the application to take the evide 
made, whether the circumstances of the case 
requited auch a atep. In thi ease the Court 
had been satisfied on the point, and the 
reasons had been duly recorded. No doubt it 
‘was very inconvenient to have evidence taken 
ou much short notice as bud been dove in this 
instance, but there was no help for it: either 
the evidence must have been taken when it 
was, or the defendants must have heen de- 
prived of the benetit of it, There was ouly 
a choice of i iences for the Court, and 
the Court lad chosen what seemed to it to be 
the smaller one. 

Watsewniour then proceeded to 
from a certified copy of 
the evidence taken de bene ease 

Joux CLaRk Mais—I am second officer of 
the Rajavattianuiar. ‘The steamer is leaving 
Shanghai to-night. I cannot say whether ahe 

ikely to return to Shanghai. Her regular 

between Hongkong and Bangkok. I 
was second officer in the Jatter part of Nov- 
ember, when she made a voyage from Hong- 
koug to Shanghai. I dou't recollect when wo 
jogkong, or when wo arrive 
was on a Sunday we a 
towards the end of Novembe 
ge that we made from Hongkong to 
Shanghai that month, We had kerosine oil 
with us—12,000 packages thé were taken on 
board at Hongkong. was the only carg 
Melcbers and Co., I believe, shipped the o 
I superintended te stowing vf it. I was not 
there when every package was stowed, but I 
was up aud down the hold the whole time. 
‘The oil was in cases, which contained each 
two tins, Some of the boxes looked right ; 
others were loose and came adrift when the 
stevedoros handled them. When they came 
adrift (i.e. the 























































































Tmeau old, or pitted 
I put my ‘band oa 
would fly out, as water out of a 
pan, The bad ones L returned into the lighte 
and would not take, I mean by ‘bad? owe 
those of which the cases wore loose, or the 
tins leaked. I believe that those were t 
ashore, patched up, aud sent back to the ship, 
L gave receipts for those 12,000 cases. (Shown 
‘Avand B) ‘These are the receipts 1 gave. 
With the exception of the peucil marke on B, 
they are now as when [gave them. Ideseribed 
them in these receipts as “tin bad order 
cause I could see that the oases were i 
order. ‘The wooden cases were saturated with 
oil. “The stevedores in lifting them could 
tell that they were not full. They were passed 
through the port by hand, and tien alid down 
into the hold on a regular shoot” for the 
purpose. ‘They were stowed with the tops 
upwards. I took notice of this, because I had 
found fault with the stevedores placing them 
ag I thought wrongly, but on taking them out 
of the tier I found that they were right. 
‘They were properly dumnaged, fitting into each 
other as chests of tea would, ‘and “chocked ” 
off. We used four times as much wood for 
stowing that cargo, as we would use for oth 
cargo. stoweil kerdsine oil before, 1 
frequently. Ihave had 3,000 or 4,000 packages 
atime, I've never had ¢o much soaking asin 
this cargo, nor shipped kerosine in as bad 
order as this was, We had avery bad passage 





ne of them, the ‘oil 
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rn coming through the 
-pump, In pumping off the water that 
is Tet in to keep the bearings cool, oil was 
pumped off too. I was several times dowa in 
the told on the passage, and there was never 
a package shifted. I attribute the leakage to 
the bad state of the tins—their being old—not 
to the bad weather. Had the tius been in 
good order, they ought to have stood the 
ther. I superiutended the discharge of 
‘The casea turned ont a good deal 
worse than when they came in, They had 
Jeaked. There were 30 wr 40 laid aside in each 
‘cargo-boat load, as being empty or light. 1 
saw a coolie hold out acase in one hand. I 
found oil in the ship. ‘The smell is in the shi 

eh F drove s man out of the ship, whoa 1 
found in Hongkong kneeling on tins soldering 
them with the usual tools, aud with fire at 
his side, I did this, because I didn’t want 
the ship set on fire. 

GxoncE Tuosrsos Horxixs—I ain master 
of the Rajanattianuhar. I wayin command ou a 
voyage from Hongkong to Shanghai in the 
latter part of November. It was about the 
20th or so that wearrived here. ‘That was the 
only voyage we made to Shaughai that mouth, 
Our cargo wos kerosine. We had 12,000 boxes. 
I firat saw some of this cargo the first day we 
commenced to take it in. {t was in bad con- 
dition, It was leaking. In a lighter of 700 
to 800 boxes, we wou d return 50 or 60 boxes ; 
they were leaking so badly, We ultimately 

ot 12,000 boxes, We beyan taking in one 
Sey at noon, and Gnisbed the following day 
about 4.30 to 5. I weut to the godown on 
the second day, to see if there wasa likelihood 
of our getting away that day. ‘The godown 
was the godown where it was stored. Melchers 
were the shippers. I saw them repairing the 
caves, wany of which were very much rust 
‘Where they found by pressure that the oil 
aparted out avywlere they would apply some 
solder with a soldering iron, ‘These were the 
tine that were afterwards paton board, When 
the cargo was being stowed, I saw it many 
whe cases wero passed in at the ports, 
slid from the side to the hatchway on a 
plank, and then slid down a “shoot” 
the lower hold, ‘hero was nothing in the 
1g of the cargo that was likely to dam- 
‘At the bottom of the shoot it was 
into the men’s bands, and then 





















































































stowed, The wooden cases were all covered 
with oil, ‘There didn't seem a dry case iu the 
whole ship. “Our ship was all over oil. It 
was stowed in tiers like bricks across the ship, 


and then ‘“chocked” off with duunage wood. 
We had bad weather up. During the voyage 
Teaw tho cargo. L went several times down 
into the hold to look—it had not shifted. 


In pomy Taaw 






of the tins, If the tins had been in good 
order the working of the ship would not lave 
had that effect upon it. I saw the cargo dis 
charged into the lighters. I saw one package 
certainly empty, and many others were laid 
‘on oneside by the lightermen as objectionable, 
‘They eventually took them all. Tfound some 
Kerosine in the ship. 1 saw four buckets of 
pure kerusine pumped out of the forehold. I 
signed the Bill of Lading for the kerosine. 
Ou the Bill of Lading was written, “subject to 
‘ouditions of the mate’s recei ‘The Bill of 
longkon, 
wy E had 
receipts. ‘That is a'usual cla 
precaution. I have only carried 
quantities ‘of kerosine before. 700 
most, I've never seen a caso leaking in the 
instances in which I have carried kerosine 
before. I leave to-night with the ship at 
Go'clock. It is not at all certain whether we 
shall come back or not. Our usual trade is 
between Bankok and Hongkong. 
‘Tho Court then adjovrned. 



























22nd Feb, 

The case was resumed this mornivg. 

‘Mr. Ropissoy atated that in consequence of 
what he had communicated to defendants’ 
counsel, he thought he would admit that Mr. 
Wileon’ tirely wrong iu stating, as he 
had, in his evidence that he had never seen the 

jodown order for the 12,000 cases ex Golden 
ky . which the plaintiff had proved to have 
been Jeft at Lane, Crawford & Co.'s on the 
morning of the Sth December, 1877. No 
other godown order had heen issued. by Boyd 
&Co, 











Mr. Warsewntcut admitted that was s 
Mr, Warxewaicut and Mr. Roztssos 
then sammned up the case on behalf of their 
respective clients, each speaking for fully an 
Howe snd a halt. . * 
‘His Lorpsmr, in summing up the case to 
the Jury, sid i stall ask you, gentlemen, ax 
[intimated during the speech by Mr. Waine- 
wright, to put out of your minds everything 
that you have heard about the Golden State 
cargo, because, after consideration, it seems 
to me that it has at the most so slender a 
bearing on the case that you will be safer to 
discard it from your minds altogether. 
understand it, it is introduced with this view. 
Plaintiff eays, You will see from what occurred 
in the matter of the Golden State cargo, that 
Mr. Wilson was not really auxious to buy oil 
at all, otherwise he would not have refused to 
take it because it was a few minutes late in 
being put into the godown, and you may i 
fer from this that he was not very ansious 
to buy the other cargo, and consequently he 
bas thrown it over, not because le cousidered 
it unsound and deficient, but really because 
hho was uot anxious to buy, [el 
place so little reliance upon inferences of this 
kind, that it would be much better to con- 
Gne your attention altogether to the cargo 
that is the subject of the suit. Now, the 
first question you will have to consider is 
this Has the plainti® substantially per- 
formed his part of the contract? For, unless 
he has done s0, he cannot come into Court 
ind ask thi he defendants should be com- 
pelled to perform theirs. The defendants’ case 
is that the plaintiff bas not performed 
tract in three essential particalar 
should that he has failed 
three, then you must giv. defendants 
your verdict. ‘The three particulara that the 
defendants say the plaintiff has failed in, 
in respect to the contract, are these :—First, 
in the matter of the quantity of the goods ho 
contracted to supply ; next, in the matter 
of theaaality of the goede; a, atl, in the 
Inatter of the time’ at which’ he coutracted 
woods would be ready for the defendants, 
Now; L will take theso tree points separately, 
and "then ask you to connor the evidenes 
the 
various objet first, no doubt, 
the erucial one, I ebink, and that is tha 
quantity of the oil was not what he under- 
took to supply. By the contract 12,000 cases 
of oil were to be supplied, with the provi 
that damaged and leaky to. be 
allowed for. What is the cargo that the 
plaintiff brought to the port to fulfil that 
Contract? He brought 12,000 cases of ail, 
all of which were damaged—damaged in the 
that T uoderstand the word to. apply 
case, that all 


































































































id leaky to the exte 
ly one-fifth of each case. 


So we have 
a contract to supply 12,000 cases of oil, sub- 
ject to an allowance for damage and leakage, 
anid we have 12,000 cases offered all damaged, 
and 57 per cent of them leaky and badly 





Teaky, ‘Then, the question is—Does that 
cargo’ sufficiently satisfy the — require- 
ments of the contract? This makes us 
look a little more closely as to what 
the Iauguage of the contract is. You have 
had the views of four merchants as to how 
they would understand a clause of this kind 
in their own busiuess ; and they have all told 
you with oue accord that they would under. 
stand it as contemplating ouly tho usual 
IU has been urged 














so, as I think it is, the construction I 
put upon it is the same. We cannot sup- 
pose it was in the contemplation of the parties 
that the plaintiff should be at liberty to sup- 
ply the defendants with 12,000 leaky or dau- 
‘syed cases. A good deal of stress has beon 
laid on the word “rejected” having been 
struck out of the coutract, The printed form 
is “damaged goods to be rejected”, and in 
place of that is inserted the term “damaged 
aud leaky cases to be allowed for in godown.” 
‘The effect of the alteration is this—it makes 
a difference vuly in how damaged and leaky 
eases are to ho dealt with, and does 
not at all affect the extent to whiich unsound 
eases may enter into the quantity contracted 
for. If the word “rejected” had stood, 
the purchaser would have been entitled to 
reject the damaged cases. By the alteration 
he was not at liberty to reject them; be had 




















to take them at an allowance. But, in either 
case, they must not form an unreasonably 
large proportion of tho, original quantity, 
Now the cases were all damaged and 57 per 
cent of them leaky, aud I ask you whether 
you consider that asufficient performance of the 
plaintiff's contract ? Ihave said the casee were 
alldamaged. We have the receipts of the cargo 
put on board at Hongkong ; there the cases 
were signed for asin bad order. Then there 
are the godown receipts, and they say that the 
cases were all oil stair I think, then, that 
these facts, coupled with the offer of 10 per 
cent all round, and that plaintiff has received 
an allowance of from thirty to forty ceuts all 
round, and the fact that the so-called 
sound cases brought to Court have actually 
leaked while they have been here, puts the 
condition of the cases beyoud ‘all doubt. 
‘The question then for you first to consider is— 
Was that a reasonable performance of his con- 
tract? If you think it is not, then it will be 
your duty to find a verdict for the defendants. 
Tthink it would be couvenient if you could 

nuwer that question at once, so please consi- 
der it. 

‘Mr. Routssox I submit that this is a most 
irregular way of proceeding, 

His Lonpsmr—L propose to put it to the 
Tury in tis way ; 1 see no objection to doin 
soy anil it may be simpler for the Jury au 
myself, 

‘Mr. Romixson—I must ask you to note 
that I object to this course. 

Mr, Witgeney (who acted as spokesman 
for the Jury)—What is the question, my Lord? 

Hix Loxpsuze—Whether. the plaintit 
substantially complied with his con 
bringing to Shanghai and landing 12,00 eax 
of oil, in the condition I have described them 
to you? 

Mr. Wuzetey (aftor the jury had deliberated 
a short time.J—We are all ‘of one opinion, 
that he has not fulfilled his contract, 

His Lonpsure—That is, #o far as quantity 
is concerned, 

Mr. Wnetuey—Yeo, 

His Lonpsuir—The next objection the de. 
feniants have offered is, as to the quality of 
the goods, ‘1 is thus id in the case of 
Jones v, Just—' In every contract to supply 
goods of s specified © description, whia 
buyer has no opportunity to inspect, 

1. ouly, in fact 

the specific description, Cae aust’ also 
saleable or merchantable under that d 
scription.” The question on this. part of th 
cave is thus one of degreo, namely, were the 
goods in your judguwont fairly and reasonably 
saleable as Devoe's Kerosine Oil? With re« 
gard to the oil itself, there has been no fault 
found ; but the cases, as we have seen and 
heard, were in very bad order ; and it is 

ed’ ou bebalf of the defendauts that in 
kind of goods the cases are an in- 
je part of the commodity, and 
cannot treat the oil ae distinot 
th it is contai 
oue of the authorities cited, the Judge 

4 where the state 

of the receptacle imight justify, the goods 
being rejected. But that’ evidently appli 
to exceptional or extreme cases, Of course 
some yoods will sell as well in one kind of 
receptacle a8 another, but whether that 
so with kind of oil in this part of the 
world, you probably will know from your 
‘own experience. ‘The witnesses have said 
that the cargo was wot marketable, but they 
qualify it by saying that they could sell it 
at a reduction. 

Mr. Roptssox begged 
pardon, and said that the witne: 
ouly said the cases of oil were unlit for 
shipment. 

His Lorpsurr—Mr. Mackenzie said that he 
should expect a buyer to return them to him, 

‘Mr. Roz: es, if he gave an order for 
clean eargo, not without, . 

His Loxpsiur—No. It is solely a question 
for you, as a Jury, to consider from what you 
have heard whether the oil was or was not 
‘ly aud reasonably etable, I willread 
you what was said in the Manila bem 

















































































































to 
case, The Judge in that case suid :—" 


think that the question is for the Jury, 
whether what was supplied under this cou- 
tract was, when shipped at Singapore, such 
as to answer the description of reasonably 
merchuntable Mavila hemp, that being the 
warranty whieh, I think, the law iuplies ia.» 
contract to supply, as this is, though it would 
be different in a sale of specific things which 
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the purchaser might examine, or of things sold 











bysample. And I think the question whether 
it is fairly ond reasonably merchantable, ia a 
question of more or Jess, which must be left 


to the Jury as reasonable men to determine.” 
And that is how I shall leave the question of 
the quality of this oil to you. Do you, as 
reasonable men and men of business, say that 
this oil can he fairly and reasonably taken 
into the market and be sold as Devoe’s Kero- 
sine Oil? ‘Then the third ground vf objection, 
upon which the defendants say that this con: 
tract has not been sutliciently performed by the 













plaintiff, is as to the delivery, the time at 
which he, the plaintify, should have delivered 
the oil. “Whe contract says “that delivery 
should be oue mouth after landing, buyer to 


havo option of takiug gndown order, seller 
allows one montl’s discount.” Now the land- 
ing commenced on the 27th November, and 
finished on the 4th Degember., Thon I take 
it that at that time the defeidants were at 
Tiberty to have the caryo if they chose. Now, 
“taking godown order” is a little aubiguous, 
but you can bring your own knowledge to hear 
op it, an if it is for me to form my view of it, 
I take it that the defendants were entitled 
‘as soon as the cargo was landed, that is, 
on the 4th December, to have it if th 

chose. Defendants were in treaty at the time 
to ship cargo to Japan, cargo of the 
kind that was specially fitted for Japan, 
which this cargo was, being acrew topped 
tins, and it may well’ be that they wanted 
this particular’ cargo to send to Japan. But 
at that time we know the cargo was not ina 
condition to be handed to them, because 

havo beon told that the repairing aud refill- 
ing went on until the 10th December. I have 
now placed before you the three objections 
made by the defendants to the manner in 
which the contract has been performed by 
the plaintiff. They say, you have not 
jiven ua the proper quantity ; next, you 
ave not given us the proper quality ; and, 
Instly, you have not fulfilled your contract in 
regard to the time you were to deliver 
the cargo. As to the proper quantity, 
if you take itas n question of the oil tendered, 
‘apart from the number of cases, there was 
a deficiency of 10 por cent. Now that is a 
deficiency which, so far as the evidence g 

is very largely ‘in excess of the largest th: 
has been known. One witness put it, I 














































lieve, as high cont, and others said 
was 1 and 2 per ct but I think you wi 
hhave little difficulty in concluding from the 





evidence that it avoraged from 2 to3 per cent, 
and in thia case you have it at 10 per cont— 
tented by the quantity of oi 

Mr. Rontxsox—It was not largely in excess 
of the Star of the West cargo. 

Bis Lonpsmip—In the Star of the West 
cargo there was only 5 per cent leakage, and 
in this caso it amounts to 10 per cent. “You 
have already found, gentlemen, as 1 under- 
stood, that plaintiff did not perform his con. 
tract as to quantity, looking at it from the 
question of the number of eases aud the con- 

ition in which the cases were in. Loughe at 
the time to have asked you, putting the ques- 
tion of the cases aside, whether the amount 
of oil itself was sufficient to constitute 
a reasonable performance of the contract, 
If plaintiff was at liberty to refill the tins, 
then there was a percentage of ten per cent 
short, and the evidence shows that a reason- 
ablé percentage is from 2 to 3 per ceut. ‘The 
first question then you will have to answer ix 
as to the quantity. You have already an- 
swered it as to the cases 


and Twill put it to 
you again with regar 





























to the oil. You are 
first to consider whether plaintiff has sub- 
stantially performed his coutract as to the 
juantity as tested by the cases or the oil in 
them; secondly, as to the quality of the 
good and, lastly, as to the time of delivery. 
ff you find on any oue of these three poiuts 
against the plaintiff, he is not entitled to 
recover. You can now consider these ques- 
tions, 

‘Mr, Rourysos—I would remind your Lord 
ship that, while you have called the Jury’s 
attention to the points raised in defence, you 
have not said oue single ward for the plaivtif, 
That you have uot pointed out how the oil 
was said to be marketable, nor have you 
directed their attention to the explanations 
given as to the godown order and the dis- 
count, You have merely stated your views 
and given a verdict for the defendants. 

His Lonpsanr said he had now written the 
first question, aud he would read it again to 

















‘Has the plaintiff substantially 
complied with his contract as to the quantity 
of goods, whether regard is had to the number 

nd their condition, or to the quan- 
tity of oil contained in them? 

Mr, Waxvey said the answer of the Jury 
to that question was the same as before, that 
plaintiff had not complied with his con- 
tract, 

His Lorpsurr—Then has he substantially 
complied with his contract as to the quality 
of the oil, was it reasonably marketable? 

After the Jury had deliberated, 

Mr. Waeecey rose and said—The Jury say 
that the evidence has proved that the goods 
were not saleable as sound. 

Mr, Rozrxsox—Perhaps your Lordship will 
note that that is no answer to the question at 
all. 

His Lonpsmp (to the Jury)—You are not 
asked to say whether they are sound or not. 
They can clearly not be sound. 
evidently short of sound, and the que 
Do they fall eo far short of sound that you, as 
business men, could expect a buyer to take 
them of you? His Lordship again read the 
extract from the Manila hemp case, given 
above, and then told the Jury to say whether 
the oil was reasonably marketable or not, 

Mr. Rosivsoy—I ask that Lord Ellen- 
horeugh’s definition of warketable should be 
put to the Jury, namely, that the goods should 

we saleable in the market under the denomina- 
tic mentioned in the contract. 


the Jury. 


























His Lonpsutre—I have put it to them on a 
high authority alrealy, aud they have heard 
what you had to say. 

Mr. Wa ‘er—The 





cond question put 
argo is reasonably 
Our reply is that it falls too far 
short of sound to be marketabl 

His Lonpsarr—Then the third question 
Has the plaintiff substantially complied with 
his contract #0 far as the time to deliver is 
concerned ? 

Mr. Roneysox—Your Lordship has not 
drawn the attention of the Jury to the fact 
that defendants refused the cargo on the 3rd 
Decomber. 

















Mr. Winexiy—Can you give us the dates, 
my Lord ? 
Bis 





Lonpsutr—The landing commenced 
27th November aud finished on the 4th 
id from the 4th to the 10th 
engaged repairivug and refilling 
the empty tins, 

Mr, Rowixsox—And on the 3rd December 
defendants had refused to take delivery. 

Mr. Waeever—I am instructed to ask 
on what date was the first godown order 
tendered, and for how many casen was it 

Mr. Ronixsox—What godown orde 

Mr. K. «', Beowx—The rat one. 

Mr. Rostxsos—Thore was no godown order 
tendered until the 3st December, but t 
cargo had been tendered repeatedly. fn ord 
that I may not be misunderstood ou. thi 
point, I think your Le 
the Jury that alter th 
unnecessary to mak application to the 

fenlants to take delivery until the expira- 
tion of the month 

Mr. Watsewnicnr—It appears from Mr. 
Wilson's letter, I think, that there was a 
godown receipt tendered to him for 5,000 
cases, which he returned in his letter on the 
3rd December. 

Me. Wunek reply to the last ques- 

we are all of opinion that the plata 
hhas” substantially complied with the con- 
tract as to time. We find that he has com- 
plied as.to time, but not as to the quantity 
or quatity of the goods. 

His Loxpsmir—Then I understand that 
your answers to the three questions are—no, 
no, and yes. 

Mr. Wuserer—Yes, that is so. 

His Loxpsair—The fading of the Jury on 
the first two questions amounts to a verdict 
for the defendants, 

‘The Jury were then discharged. 

‘Mr. Roptssos, on the question of costs, 
said that the conduct of the plaintiff bad been 
most f ie defendants. throughout the 
transaction ; he had done all he could to pre- 
vent litigation, but ind been absolutely forced 
into Court. Therefore, he thought it was one 
of those cases in which his Lordship might 
exercise his discretion with regard to the 
costs, 

Mr. Warsewnicur was not of the same 
opinion as Mr. Robinson as to the fair cou- 
duct of the plaintiff in the transactios, and 












































































submitted that there were no grounds to justify 
ade re from the general rale, namely, 
that the costa followed the event. 

His Lonpsuir said he would consider the 
matter. 


‘Ona later day His Lordship intimated to 
the Counsel that on consideration he found 
nothing in the case to take it out of the 
ordinary rule as to costs, and the defendants 
should therefore have their costs of auit. 














CIVIL SUMMARY COURT, 


Shanghai, 20th Feb. 
Before R. A. Mowat, Esq. 
A Suissox v, J. M. Wanker. 

‘This was an action to recover $54 for goods 
supplied and money lent. 

R. Gopaer, an assistant to the plaintiff, 
who is the proprietor of the Hotel des Colonies, 
produced bills to the amount of $34, and said, 
the remaining $20 was money lent, Ho had 
often applied for payment but had only got 
promises from the defendant that he would 





ay. 
: Fadgment for tho amount claimed, with 
costs. 


23rd Feb. 
Tsaou Prxo v. J, M. Wauxen, 

This was an action to recover $21.04, money 
expended by plaintiff for defendant’ on 
written orders. Plaintiff produced the orders, 
which wore initialed by defendant, ‘The 
transactions took place eighteen months ago, 
when, as plaintiff asserted, he was defendant's 
compradore. 

‘Defendant said he did not know the plain- 
tiff, and that he never could have been 
compradore, though ho might have been in 
some way etployed by the firm with which he 
(defendant) was connected at the time named, 
He acknowledged tho orders were his, but 
believed them to have beon paid long ago, 
though he was not in a position to prove it, 
as all bis books wero destroyed. Besides, ho 
did not think « Chinaman would bo likely to 
hold mouey orders for so long a timo as 
eighteen months without collecting them. 






































"aintiff on being questioned through the 
intorprete 1d that ia consequence of 
defendant's having goue to Englaud, he could 





not collect the money. 

Defondant said that he left Shanghai for 
home on the 2nd March, returued in the 
following June, and bad ‘resided here ever 

e with the exception of a short visit to 
Haukow in January. 

Plaintiff farther explained that when do- 
fendant came back to Shanghai in June, he 
(plaintiff) was absent on a visit to bis home, 
He went in the 5th moon and returned in the 
Lith, when defendant was in Hankow, so that 
he could not isyue the summons earlier. 

‘His Hoxovr said there was no question 
that the money had been disbursed for the 
defendant, and by way of proof plaintiff 

roduced the orders, which, if the money had 
Been repaid him, it was nct likely he would 
have been permitted to retain,—Judgmout for 
plaintiff, with costs. 





















Fav-cnoxo v, Beane. 
au irou-worker, &., in 
dant on 













monies to other people before 
jadgment of the, Court agai 
‘Ds, 35, and made in favour of the plaintifl 

Bir. G. Dane appeared on bebalf of the 
plaintiff, and defendant auswered in person. 

Defendant was formerly owner and master of 
the lorcha Soochow, on which, however, there 
wasamortgage, The vessel was wrecked some 
time ago, on a sandbank in the river, since 
which event defendant etated he had been out 
of employ and living ow his friends, He was 
now sworn, and questioned as to his cireum- 
stances. He said he might have 











more oF 
less. He did not possess $10, nor had he any 
other property than few personal effect 
Ho was living at a private house. 

The Usuxe said defendant woutd not give 
his place of abode, and had he not accidentally 
met him on the Bund, he would not have been 
able to serve him with the summons. 

Defendant, further questioned, said—When 
the lorcha was wrecked, the Chiuese from the 
shore came and saved some property from 
her, He received a portion of the procéeds, 
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ps, but he could not say how 
‘The masts and a small 
sampan were taken ashore by the Chineso and 
sold. Nothing elec was taken that he knew 
of, but there might have been a few other 
Tittle things carried off. ‘They were taken 
outside Woosung, where the vessel was lost, 
The Chinese cut the masts down, and took 
them ashore, Ho (defendant) spent the $30 
in Shanghai, on food, &o. He did uot pay 
any of it to the plaintiff, because a mar must 
live—he could not starve because he owed a 
little money. He thought plaintiff had been 
paid off altogether, when a former account 
was paid for him (defendant) by a friend. 
When he paid the $10 to a Chinaman, which 
i had found out, he knew nothing of 
second claim being still outstanding. He 
made sure it had been paid, until he received 
the summons. 

By Mr, DarKE—I havo not got the side- 
lamps of the lorcha, I gave them to the crew 
to pay their wages. 

Mey Dania was told you were trying to 
sell them on the French Concession a few 
days ago. 

efendaxt—I do not know where they are, 
ything about them. 
His Honour—Are you likely to get employ- 
ment? 

Defendant replied he hoped to do so shortly, 
but he would not divulge with whom or in 
what capacity, although pressed on the two 
points,—He added that he owed a good deal of 
money, and would turn bankrupt. He could 
not say that ho was likely to obtain employ- 
ment toon, though he expected to. shortly. 
He lost the Soochow on the 18th November, 
and had been out of employment since. No 
one had made him any kiud of promise about 
employment, A “CI party” might 
omploy ‘him a8 master of a lore! 

i he hoped defendant would 

soon obtain employment, When he did so, 

yy the first money he earued to the 

‘At present, that was all that could 
in the matter, 

‘Another person now presented himself, and 
asked what he could do with tho defendant, 
‘Tho applicant had = mortgage on the Soochow 
to tho extent of $240, which he was under- 
stood to say wero oxpended in purchasing now 
masts, &o. Ho had not received a cent of the 
proceeds for which portions reck wero 
fold, as he believed, by th nt bfmself, 
and not by 

‘Applicant was told ho might issue a sum- 
mons against the defendant in the usual way. 
He afterwards applied for a criminal summons 
against the defendant, but the application 
‘was postponed till Mouday. 
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POLICE COURT. 


Shanghai, 20th Feb. 
Boforo R, A. Mowar, Esq. 
R, (Tue Reotstrar oF Surerrxo) v. Captain 
‘RICHARDSON. 
Infringement of the Merchant Shipping Act, 

Defendant, who is Master of the British 
ship Endymion, was summoned for havin 
‘employed a perton as first mato on board his 
ship, in London, on the 27th April last, know- 
ing at the time thab the said porson was not 
entitled to act in auch capacity, thereby in- 
fringing the 136th Section of the Merchant 
Shipping Act, 1854, 

Defendant admitted the offence. 

Worsmir asked whether ho pleaded 
guilty to having knowingly broken the law 

‘Defendant said he did not know at the 
that he was doing wrong, but he had since 
Jooked up the Act and found that he had 
committed an offence; and he would plead 
guilty, and throw himself on the leniency of 
the Court. 

‘His Wonsurr asked defendant to explain 
why he employed a person as mate who was 
not entitled to act in that capacity. 

Defendant explained that it was agreed 
among themselves that a man who 
held a first mate’s cortificate should ship 
and be entered on the articles as first 


























but be was to do second mate's 
and réceive second mate's pay; and | 
the man who shipped and signed the articles | 
as second mate, held an only mate’s certificate, | 
‘and was to act as chief mate, This was an 
amicable arrangement. 

‘His Wonsaie wanted to know what was , 








the defendant's object in regard to such an , did not get sober fill Friday, on which day, | 


arrangemeut—he must have bad some object 
in view. 

Defendant replied that the man who ship- 
ped as second mate would have lost his job 
if he bad not taken him, and ao he held an 
rtificate he could not put him 
as first mate. 

‘Mr, Tarr, H.B.M's. Registrar of Shipping, 
explained that the result of the arrangement 
would have been that both mates would receive 
certificates of discharge as first mates, and 

abled to présent themselves for 
jon as masters. . : 

‘His Worsure told the defendant that he 
must have known he was committing a very 
serious offence, and said he could not think 
that he bad acted in ignorance of the law. 
He (his Worship) spoke of tho gravity of 
the offence that had been committed ; read 
the section of the act, and pointed ont that 
defendant had subjected himself to a fine of 
£50. 3 
Mr. Tarr said he did not press for a heavy 
penalty, but he must spply for the articles to 
be impounded. 

His Worsmir said he would certainly order 
the articles to be impounded, and he hoped a 
fall statement of the circumstances of the case 
would he forwarded to the Board of Trade. 

‘Mr. Tarr replied that, as the ship was not 
joing direct to England, the crew would be 
Shipped on new articles, and the old articles, 
together with a statement of the cireumstances, 
would be sent to the Board of Trade as scon 
as possible. 

js Wonsutr admonished the defendant 
for having allowed himself to become a party 
to such a violation of the law, and ordered 
him to pay a fine of $25 and the costs. 

































R, (Tames Bowman). v. J. G. Bayne. 
ndant is second engineer of the steamer 
was charged with being 
i abusive, and threatening 










drunk and ui 
language to the complai 
officer on the same steamer. 
the master of th 
a similar charge ag 
Taomtes Bowstan 
steamer Caldera. Between 
ten o'clock on Sanday morning last he was 
sing ine room, when the det 
called him foul 
and took no notice, but defendant. coutinuing 
he retu and asked 
vaicing to him. Defendant 
replied that he was, and he (complainant) 
then went and complained to the Captain. 
The Captain returned with the complainai 
and told the defendant that he could not allow 
such Ianguage to be used on the steamer, 
Defendant did not desist, but went on the 
wharf, and there threatened that he would 
shoot ‘the ol 
squared up to him and 
fendant was under the 
Prisouer admitted 
self, and said it was 
had taken, He was sorry for what had oc- 
curred. 
‘His Worsutr ordered him to pay a fine of 
$10 on the cases, and the costs. 
Captain Williams expressed a wish for 
defendant to be discharged the ship, aud in 
return defendant said he should like his dis- 
charge. It was thus mutually arranged that 
defendant should leave the ship. 


















































23rd Feb. 


R.v. J. F. Brows, 





Defendant, who had 
penter on board th ander, was brought 
Ep ia custody charged with deserting from 
that vessel,—It appeared that be signed 
articles on the 16th instant, and that the ship 
sailed on the 19th, without a carpenter, for 
England, it not being. possible to procure 
another carpenter. Ist addition to deser 
from the vessel, defendant had received 
£5 10s. advance of wags, the loss of which 
will fall on Mr. Bowen., 

‘Mr. Tarp, Registrar of Shipping, bad warned 
the defendant as to the necessity of his going 
on board early, and it further appeared that 
the captain kept the ship waiting twelve hours 
for defendant. 

Defendant said the Captain told him to go 
on board at eight o'clock ov Monday morning, 

nd that the ship would not not leave till 
Wednesday. He got drank on Sunday, and 






























he went to the Police Station and 
gave himself up. 

‘Tt was stated that the defendant had former! 
been a marine on board an American mau-of- 
war; and he now eaid he had never been a 
ship carpenter im his life. 

is Worsmir said defendant had behaved 
very badly, and ho must punish him severely 
for it. He should send defendant to prison 
for ten weeks’ bard labour. 











25th Fob, 
R. (Captain Laxcuots v. J. H. Lypo.) 
Charge of Refusal of Duty. 

Defendant, a man of colour, serving as cook 
of the /opewell, was charged with refusal of 
duty. He has heen before the Court previously 
for similar misconduct. 

The second mate deposed that the carpenter 
had been cutting up some firewood for de- 
fendant’s use as cook, The wood was left on 
the deck, and witness wanting the deck 
cleared, and it heing the cook’s duty to clear 
away his own firewood, he went to the galley 
and told him to do the work, Defendant said 
if witness would throw the wood into the 
hold, he would go down and stow it, bat 
would not touch it on the deck. Witness 
asked him a second time to remove the wood, 
but he still refused, and was then reported to 
the captain, 

Defendant admitted the truthfulness of the 
second mate’s statement, but enid it was not 
his duty to remove the wood from the deck, 
as he was not a sailor; and he now accused 
the Captain of refusing to advance him money 
to purchase clothing and soap, of which he 
stoo.l in need, and for want of which he could 
not keep himself properly clean, 

Captain Laxctors said if defendant would 
tell him what clothing, &e., ho wanted, it 
wouli be procured, but he declined to advance 
money to him to come on shore wit 

His Worsmrr said defendant should not have 
refused to remove the wood, as it was for his 
‘own use, He must now ‘pay the costs of 
rt, $1.50, return to the abip, and yo on 

aut 

Captain Lancxors, in reply to questions, 
said defendant had’ performed his duty as 
well as he was able, since he was Inst 
nnd had lind no assistance ; 
aggravating the officers, 
asked what was he to do 





















































(the Captain) 






with him? 

‘His \Wonstr enid if defendant refused to do 
reasonnbl ain, he would have to send 
him to 








Defendant, in an impr 
would not pay the co 
would not i oneul tec 
return to the ship at on 





nt manner, said ho 
but was’ told he 
nd was ordered to 














MIXED COURT, 
Shanghai, 25th Feb, 

Before the Chinese Magistrate Cex, and 

C. T. Ganpsen, Esq., British Asse sor, 

A.case w warning to honse- 
holders uot to permit their boys to introduce 
strangers as temporary helps during abi 
or otherwise, came on for hearing towday, 
appeared that the regularly-engaged boy in 
the service of « foreigner went home for a 
few days, and pat in his place another 
hoy, who necessarily becume acquainted with 
the premises aud the ways of the occupants, 
All appeared to go on right until the regular 
hoy returned, but this boy, it appears, has 
been in the habit of leaving the house 
frequently at night. ‘The revult was that 
about tivo o'eluek one morning last week, the 
master of the +stablishment was awakened 
by a noise in the dining room, He at once 
proceeiied there, and discovered tho boy who 
had been temporarily engaged, in the act of 

leavouring to force open the drawer of a 
ideboard in which he knew was kept a 
number of portable and valuable articles, 
Not haying beeu able to prise open the 
drawer from the frout, he had drawn the 
sideboard from the wall and was ondeavour- 
ing to force it open from the back, when he 
was discovered. He immediately sought 
safety in flight, but was pursued, and after a 
sharp struggle ‘up and down,” was captured 
and handed over to the Police—Chéu sen- 
tenced him to nine months’ hard labour, 
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ENQUIRY INTO THE LOSS OF THE 0. M. 
ere, “ KIANG-CHANG.” 


Shanghai, 16th Feb., 1878. 





Before G. B, Grover, Esq., Commissioner of 
Customs, President. 

Captain A.M. Brsoxe, Harbour Master of 
hanghai, 

Lieut. G. J. Wruxrss, U.S. gun- 
vesvel Ashiuelot, Nautical 

Captain 0. , Srowons, ate. ( Assrors 
‘iang-foo, 


Finding of the Court, 
fally considered and weighed all the 
ought hefore us, we are of opinion 
that the steamer Kiang-chang was lost on the 








Porpoiso Rock on the morning of the 4th 
‘February, 1878, owing to two errors of judg- 
mont on the part of Pilot B. P. Clough ; first, 
in hauling off the starboard bauk of the River 





too soon ; aud secondly, ‘and 
backing the steamer when, by bisown evidence, 
he was in such a narrow place that there was 
no room to cant her safely as ho was trying 
to do, 

‘Wo aro of opinion that no Liamo attaches to 
Captain Friend in any degree, the whole 
idence tending to slow that with a com- 
tent Pilot on board, it is not necessary for 
pptains to be on deck when passing that or 

other particular part of the river in clear 

weather. 

Much stress has been laid on the change in 
the lead of the steering gear, and the temporary 
‘character of thr arrangement of the block on 

’ theportaide, We are of opinion that although 
is possible that the Kiang-chany steered more 
essily with the ch attached to the post on 

‘the after-ond of the rudder, (as was doue from 
time she commenced running until two 
i was lost,) and that the change 
fo the tiller pointing forward (the ars 
intended by tho builder of tho steamer) may 
havo caused a little additional difficulty 
moving the helm, that this difficulty 
‘could in no way have contributed to the loss 
of tho steamer ; and that the snatcb-block on 
tthe port quarter, and the wholo of the 
ing gear ae arranged at the time of ber lo 
slthongh of a temporary nature, was strong 
‘enough and in every way qualified to do the 
work required of 

‘We consider that the Pilot was justified in 
not calling the Captain whea about to pass 
the place where the wresk ocenrred, his own 
and ot! 





























































ty to other excep: 
tional circumstances rendered the passage 
than usually difficult, which does not 
appoar to have been the case ou the presoat 
occasion, 
(Gigued) Geo, B. Grover, 
Commissioner of Customs, 
Guo, J. Witxrss, 
Lieut. U. 8. N. 
Cuas. E. Srmioxs, 
omg. ste. Kiang-fuo, 
Custom House, 
Shanghai, 19th Feb., 1878. 








Nautical 


» Assessors, 








BEFORE THE PRIVY COUNCIL. 


London, 23rd November, 1877. 

On the Appeal of Joux Samvrt Swine AxD 
mens v. Rowent Fuancis, from H.Af. 
Supreme Court for China and Japan, at 
Shanghai, 

Present :—Sir James W. Colville, Sir Barnes 
Peacock, Sir Moutague E. Smith, Sir Robert 
P. Collier. 

‘The facts material to the decision of this 
may be shortly stated. ‘The Plaintitts 
wero geueral agents at Shanghai of the China 
Navigation Company, aud employed local 
agents at various places in China, their local 
agent at Riakiang Ueing Mr. Robert Francis, 
the defendant. Iu paragraph 4 of the case it 
in stated :—‘'It was part of the business of 
the general agents, that is, the Plaintiffs, (on 
thoir own account as a firm, and not as agents 
for the Company,) to make’ advances through 
the Company's local agents to Chinese mer- 
chants upon goods intended for shipment, or in 
‘course of shipnent, by the Company'ssteamers, 
Buch advances were from time to time made 
through Messrs. 1%, Francis & Co. to. mer- 
chants and others shipping, or intending to 





























ship, from the port of Kiukiang. They were 

made either with ayonoremittel for the pur. 
je by the general agents, or with the 

Proceeds of drafts drawn in respect of them 

By Mesors, Francis & Co. upon the general 
on 








‘sycee. The case goes on to state, in para- 
raph 9, ‘Early in April, 1876, and while 
r. Francis was still in Kiukiaug, the general 

‘agents received from Kiukiang a final cash 

account from Messrs. R. Francis & Co,, under 

date of 3st March, and signed ‘pr. pro. 

R, Francis & Co., W. Hy. Shaw, Agents, 

©. N. Co.’ In thie account Messre, R. 

Francis & Co. credited themselves with the 

following itema :— 


1876, March 26th: K. Ts. 
By advances, Yocksing, on paper... 2,600 
Pa Loong'kee, », — ... 3,200 
Kiukiang Tis... 5,800 








‘This in effect was a representation that, 
bad in the ordinary course of business rd 
vanced the sums named upon two parcels of 

sper which were awaiting ebipment by one 
of the Company's steamers, and the general 
agents were entitled to assume that the goods 

in the Company's hulk or godown, or 
rwise under the control of Com- 
pany. For the purposes of this ease it is to 
assumed that no such goods were ever 
received or stored in the aforesaid hulk, nor 
were the goods ever under the control of the 
said Company, or the said Messrs, Fr 
& Co, At tho eame time that the account 
mentioned in the last paragraph was rendered, 
Mr. W. H. Shaw, in the name of Mess 
R. Francis & Co., drew upon Messrs, Butt 
field and Swire for the balance 
aud the draft was duly honoured. 
lordships have to observe that the 


































ictly upon what day it , 
orwhen it became duo and was eventually 
paid, or what was the amountof it. Only this 
Appears, that it was drawn for the balance of 
the account, and that balance was improperly 

ygainst tho Plaintiffs by the eum 


appeat 














of 5,800 tael 
‘The case goes on to say that the date of the 
payment must be taken to have been made on 
the 2nd, April, 1876, probably. the date on 
e bill was drawn. “here follows 










been advanced 
only inference 
them to hi 
in November 4. 
‘Their Lordships are of opinion that it was 
within the scope of the authority of Mr. 
Shaw, as that expression has been defined i 
many cases, to make out the account which 
spoken of in paragraph 9; to insert in it the 
advances made on goods on account of the 
Plaintiffs ; and to draw the bill for the purpore 
of covering the balance of the account. All 
thia was in. th course of business, 


ropriated 
Chi 


















try of the ad 
would have been within the #00 
authority to make an advance of that kind, 
and to enter it in the account when mad 
the case, therefore, in their Lordships’ opinion, 
falls within the’ principle which is well 
stated by Mr. Justice Willes in the case of 
Harwick v. The English Joint Stock Bank, 1, 
Law Reports, 2 Ex.. 259, where he observes 
—''In all these cases it may be said, as it was 
here, that the master had not authorised 
the act. ‘Ibis true he had not authorised the 
particular act, but he has put the agent in 
his place to do that class of acts, and he must 
be answerable for the manner in whi 
agent has conducted 
business which it was th 
Plage him fn." This doctrine has been also 
laid down by this Board in the case of Mackay 
v. The Commercial Bank of New Brunswick, 
5, Law Reports, Privy Council Appeals, 412. 
‘Their Lordships are disposed to infer from 
paragraph 14, that Shaw, instead of advancing 
the 5,800 taels, which he pretended had been 
advanced to merchants upon cargoes to be 
shipped, in reality appropriated so much of 
his master’s money to his own use, and having 
80 misappropriated it, drew a bill in the name 
of his master and in the course of business 

































upon the Plaintifis for replacing that money, 
and that the Plaintifis have repaid to Mr, 


6,0734 tela. (Shanghi 


culated, in the 






‘Francis the money of his own, which had been 

misappropriated by his agent. But oven if it 

be assumed, as perhaps it was in the Court 
haw appropriated onl) 

ill which had been 





proceeds of the irawn 





Tegal bearings of the case. ‘The bill was 
drawn by him in pursuance of a general 
authority which he liad to draw on behalf of 
Francis and Co., whose sole representative he 
‘was in the business which Francis carried on 
at Kinkiang ; it was paid by the Defendants 
to the accoant of Francis and Co. for. a 
general balance, which was improperly in 
creased by the amount of 5,800 tacls, ‘The 
proceeds of this bill belonged to Francis and 
Co,, and the case comes to this, that 5,800 
tacls paid to Francis and Co. by th 
Plaintiffs without any consideration wha 
ever, and that Shaw fraudulently misappro- 
d that money. In either aspect of the 
case it appears to their Lordships to fall 
within the authority of the case which 
been referred to of Barwick v, The English 
Joint Stock Bank, as well as within the 
authority of Mackay v. ‘The Commercial Bauk 
of New Brunswick, 

‘Their Lordebips have only further to observe 
that it would appear to them that the Court 
below was somewhat mised by the asoump- 

Ww concerning the relations of 
applies to this case, If the 
in had arisen with reapect to an actual 
mission of bullion which had heen 
rations of the Court 
it appenra to 
is governed by 
other considerations, to which they have ree 
ferred. 

Under theso circumstances their Lordehij 
humbly adi 
judgment of the Court below be 
that judgment be entered for tho Plaintiffs for 

currency) in addition 
nt entered, 






































































to the sum for which it 
together with 











Supreme Court i! 
Tho Appellants will have the costs of the 


appeal. 








GExtragts. 








‘MORE NEWS OF THE FRANKLIN EXPEDITION, 
(Nova Scotian, Nov. 12, 1877.) 
Organized earch in the Arctic 

traoes of Sir Jobn Franklin’ 
done very little towards dispelling the un 
certainty connected with the fate of that 
gallant ‘explorer and hie followers, Tho 
most important discovery was mado by Capt 
ihe 










McClintock, eighteen years ago, in 
Western part of King Wi mie tand, A 
paper recording the death of Fravklio and 


Freaty-three of bis men, and a bost with two 

bleached skeleton it, wore and evidence 
; but in what manner, 

7, romained 

conjecture. At length, how 

unexpectedly upon the m; , and there it 
iy, hailed, that 

pedition may become 


probability, already 
some details of 
known, The barque A, Houghton aniled 
from New Bedford in the summer of 1876 on 
‘a whaling cruise, and, in Bay, 
proceeded northward till early fall sho 
reached a place a few mil 

sason the ico floes began 

1, and it was determined 
to lay her up for the winter at Marble Island, 
In the course of the winter a party of 
Esquimaux, n two hundred in number, 
came from the Nochilli Settlement near 
Cape Ingleficld and made quite o vile 
lage of snow buts in the neighbourhood of 
the vessel, the second mate of which, Mr. 
Thomas Barry, was able to converse with 
them, having Iearned to speak their language 
fluently during -his previous voyages to the 
North, They were entirely harmless and 
feioudly, aud while mingling familiarly with 
the crew of the whaleship, they told Mr. 
Barry about a party of white men who had 
come among them many years before—bow 
long ago they could not tell, although two or 
three men of the tribe distinctly remembered 
and descrited the appearance of the strangers, 
particularly oue large man whom they called 
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the great chief from the obedience and respect 
paid to him by the other white men, some 
of whom they sapposed held positions of 
‘command from the fact that they wore colored 
atripes ‘on their arms and shoulders. The 
‘winter following the arrival of those white 
mon was one of unusual Game 
entirely failed. Many of the i 
inured though they were to the rigors of th 
climate and to scarcity of food. All wer 
reduced to the miserable necessity of eating 
raw sealskin which, of course, could not sus- 
tain lif in the white men, and ono by one 
‘they succumbed to cold and hunger till before 
pening of spring all had perished. The 
Eaguimaux wrapped the bodies in ekine and 
buried them beneath small heaps of ston: 
near the Settlement ; but the books, journal 
‘and some utensils of the strangers were gath- 
ered and carefully deposited in a cairn which 
had been built for that purpose, aud which 
was ever afterwards regarded with a kind of 
sacred awe, no one daring to open the mound 
‘or disturb its contents, Some articles belong- 
ing to the explorers, however, had been 
retained by the Eeguimaux, and of these Mr. 
Barry succeeded in obtaining three large 
ailver spoons, undoubtedly the property of 
tho expedition, as one of them bore the 
lin crest—a fith’s head surrounded by a 
wreath, This spoon Mr. Barry has brought 
With him to New York ; the otters, engraved 
with letters which could not be made out, he 
resented to the American Consul at St. 
jobn’s, Newfoundland, at which place he 
Tanded’ on his way home. Tho Eaquimaux 
offered to conduct the whaler’s crow tothe 
Nochilli Settlement and to show them the 
mound, but as the distance was nearly one. 
‘thousand miles, it was not possible to under- 
This ng discovery, 
, from 
confidently 
orrison and Brown of 
eats who fitted out the 
ly proposed to send out a 
vossel next spring under the charge of Mr. 
Barry, for the recovery of those buried records 
of the Franklin expedition, 































































‘TRUEORAMS, 
(Straits Times Eatra. ) 
Constantinople, 26th Januar 


ignorant of any armistice 
‘The conditions of peace 








by have been confidentially 
communicated to the Turkish Parliament, but 
otherwise they have not been revealed, 


London, 28th Ji 
An engagement has taken placo midway 
between Demoitka, about twenty miles to the 
nouth of Adrisnople and Constantinople. 
Lord Derby returns to office in cousequenco 
of the recall of the fleet from the Dardanelles 
And on the representations of his colleagues. 
An armistice has not yet been concluded. 
In the House of Commons this evening, Sir 
Stafford Northcote, in bringing forward his 
motion for a supplementary vote in the Army 
























and Navy eatimates, laid before the House 
tho conditions of peac 

which, though unoffi re, he said, 
authentic. that the whole of the 





Bulgarian Il form an autonomous 
tributary principality under a Christian ruler 
who, it is rumoured, will be appointed by 
and that tho Principalities of Rou- 
mania,’ Montenegro, and Servia shall obtain 
their ‘independence together with enlarged 
frontiers. As regards Bosnia and Herzegovina, 
they are to havo administrative autonomy, 
whilst numerous reforms aro set down for the 
other Christian provinces. It is not yet ar- 
ranged whether the indemnity is to be a 
peatiay, one or whether it will be exacted 
& cession of territory or otherwise. An 
ulterior aj to be made for the pro- 
tection of Russian interests in tho Straits of 
the Dardanelles. Sir Stafford Northcote said 
conditions would destroy the key- 
jouth-east Europe, and, moreover, 
ould affect European and British interests. A 
sparate treaty between Russia and Turkey was 


























inadmissible and s European Conference was 
required, Austria agrees with England, but 
possibly Russia would be paramount at ‘such 
‘& Conference. The extra six millions, he 
id, were required as a vote of confidence in | 
the ‘Government and as a means of giving | 


England auitable prestige at the Conference, | 









29th Jannary. 
‘Tho Russian troops have arrived before 
‘Tehorla, about fifty miles from Constantinople 
and on the lino of railway. ‘The town has 
been evacuated by the population, ‘The Ras- 
sian head-quarters have been transferred to 
Adrianople, ‘The Russians are marching 
against Komuldjina, situated near the shores 
of the Gulf of Thasos. 
30th January. 


In the House of Commons last night, the 
leaders of the Liberal party aunowaced their 
intention of bringing forward an amendment 
to Sir Stafford Northeote's motion, refusing 
togrant extra supplies. 

‘There ia great mortality at Erzeroum, in 
consequence of the prevaleuce of typhus 
fever. 

‘A coolness has arisen between Austria and 
Rassia, The Chancellor of the Exchequer 
(Sir Stafford Northcote), replying (o a ques- 
tion in the House of Commons, eaid be doubted 
if astrict alliance existed between the three 


Emperors. 
Sst January. 
A despatch from the Right Hon. A. 
Layard, the British Ambassador at Constan: 
tinople, dated 29h January, states that th 
Porte instructed its Cominissioners on the 
28rd to accept the couditions of peace, No 
reply has been received, notwithstanding 
repeated inquiries and the fact of the tele- 
graph to Kesaulik being open. 
10th Feb. 


At the approaching Conference, England 
will insist upon the passage of the Darianelles 
id access to the Black Sea free to all 
nations, 

‘The security of communication with India 

ill aleo be insisted upon, 






































Glippings. 








House property in Hongkong 
creasing in value, 
for Yokohama. ‘The Jupan Mail states that 

property known asthe International Hotel, 
in that settlement, which some three years ago 
was purchased for $36,000, has just changed 
hands, the eum paid for it being $11,000. "A 
cheerful fact for property holders,—Daily 











All who correspond with Australi 
and China, will be glad to hear 
Bombay Chamber of Commerce ly 
promptly and vigorously to secure cheap and 
rapid postal communication, after tl Tat of 
February, 1880, when the mail coutract of 
the Peninsular and Oriental Company will be 
thrown open to competition. The Chamber 
demand that the mininum speed between 
Brindisi and Alexandra shall be fifteen, and 
between Suez and Bombay thirteen knots an 
hour, the mails being carried by rail through 

They would have the Brindisi and 
Bombay service special, for it is really the 
base of all postal communication South and 
East of Egypt. Practically this would bring 
India within a fortnight of Europe, if, at t 
fame time, the French Government be moved 
to stop its stupid opposition to bigh speed on 
the Paris and Mont route, a prohibition 
designed to allure the overland traffic back to 
Marseilles and the Messageries Maritimes.— 
Blayfair. 










































‘We are shortly to have something else new 
besides the year 1878. A project talked of 
some time ago, of establishing a club for ladi 
is now practically = fait accompli. 
have been taken in Regent Street, and are 
now being fitted up in a style worthy of the 
cause to which the club is devoted. It bas 
been named “The Russell,” and whilst 















Tiry of the Clab, and a committee has | 
formed with the Bishop of Aberdeen at 
head, and numbering many uames which at 
once’ stamp tho enterprise with the cacket 
of irreproachability. ‘The club provides read- 
ing, writing, eating, drawing, work, card, 
and chess rooms. The Japanese drawi 

room is a perfect picture of beauty, and the 
whole club is furnished and decorated in a 
manner that makes it a delight to the eye. 
Amongst other special attractions is the fact 
that the club possesses its own opera-box at 



























Covent Garden, The box is available for 
every performance of the season, and ia to be 
at the free disposal of members ‘of the club. 
The tickets are to be drawn by ballot. The 
experiment of providing ladi some of 
‘the advantages which gentlemen have hitherto 
monopolised is a bold one. But it 
thoroughly well done, and will donbtl 
the precursor of many others.—Jbid. 


‘The China Sagar Refining Com; 
unlike many otter Companies o 
Atiou, is no uncertain apecalation, but simply 
the conversion of a successful private undor- 
faking into a public Company.” The Company 
seems to have been started on a thoroughly 
sound basis and under the best auspices, 
Indeed, its success would not seem a matter 
‘of conjecture, but to have been placed beyond. 
question by over three years’ experience of 
its working. ‘The Hongkong snd’ Shanghai 
Banking Corporation appear to have behaved. 
liberally in the matter, the manager and 
directors feeling, no doubt, that it was no 
part of the business of a bank to carr 

‘on such a concern, how cessful, ani 

of the works 10 doubt prove 
to the Bank and profit. 
‘The conduct of the 
has been placed in 
‘Kevery company. hitherto 
tmanaged by Aleaars, Jardine, ‘Matheron and 
Co., has proved eminontly successful, e.g., 
the’ Canton Insurance Office, the Hongkong 
Fire Insurance Company, China Coast Steam 
Navigation Company ; and last, but not 

























































not least, the China Sugar Mtefiniog Company 
ia certain to prove so likewise, aa in fact it 
bas already been under that firm's 

ment. The names on the directorat 
farther 
acter of 


manage 
a 
arantee of the unimpeachable char 
the Company, and for its futuro 
Another good feature 

the comparative small 











diffoult to obtain any adequato re- 
turn, ‘This mistake hag, we are pleased to no- 
tice, been wisely avoided by the now Company. 
‘The refining of sugar hax now become one 
of the chief industries of the Colony, and the 
business of the Company just atarted 
ble, we believe, of very great oxte 
and for refined sugar is steadily increasing, 
China, but in Europe, America, 


ing, it 























and Australia, whilst the supply of the raw 
material from and aud other cor 
tiguous places in practically unlimited. — 
Daily Press. 
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EL’S CHOICE PERFUMERY. 
-Ublang, Jockey Club, and other 
ps ‘Toilet. Vinegar of world-wide o 
brity, Toilet Water, Lavender Water, Florida 
Water, Eau de Cologne, Lime Juice and 
Glycerine for the Hair, ‘Glycerine, Honoy, 
Windsor, and other Soaps, Violet and Rico 
Powder, Aqualentine for the Teeth, &o. 
Strand,’ 128, Regent Street, and 24, Cornhill, 
London. Sold by al] Perfumers and Chemists 
Registered trade mark—an heraldic r 
—oaw— 2 




















PRICE or raz NORTH-CHINA HERALD 
and &. C. & 0. GAZETT#.—Per An- 
num, Taels 12; Six Months, Tacls 6.50. 
‘Three Months, 3.50—all payable in ad- 
vance, Credit price, ‘Tis. 13.15 per Annum ; 
Subscriptions will be considered as renewed 
unless notice to the contrary be given before 
the expiry of the current term. 

TERMS FOR ADVERTISING.—Ten Lines 
(space Bourgeois) and under, One Tael; each 
additional line One Mace. One-half of these 
charges for repetitions. Contracts may be 
made for 3 months, or longer, payable in 
advance. 

SUBSCRIPTIONS received, and Single Copies 
sold, by Gzorax SrRzEr, 
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4 SHANGHAI, 277s FEBRUARY, 1878. 


Anarvats—The MM. steamer Amazone, with the London mails of 11th January ; the 8.8, Glenroy, from London, 
and Anchises from Liverpool. : 





PIECE GOODS,—There has been what might be termed a good deal of buying, i.e., a goodly number of contracts have been arranged 
here since 20th instant, the date of our Inst Report. The aggregate, however, is not up to last mail’s guage, but the shortcoming in 
stances by & slight improvement 








this renpect is explained and atoued for by increasing strength oa the part of holders, and in several 
in value, 
Grey Shirtings.—6lhs,—No sales reported. Stocks small and firmly held, 7Ibs,—Market rather irregular. Transactions are reported 





"at former rates in some cases, while 2} cands. per piece advance bas Leen declined in others. Demand still favours the lower qualities, 
S{lbe.—There are none to be met with now under Tis, 1.30 per piece—and not very many at that—and enquiry seem» to be turning to 
good ordinary to fair medium makes, fine to finest continuing neglected. Prices during the past week have ran somewhat as follows, 
Yiz.:—Tle, 1.30 for Triple Red Dog, Stewart's Green Turkey and such like ; Tis, 1.36, Tie. 1.38, and Tis, 1.39 for Green Three Man, 
Piliar and Green Globe ; ‘ls. 1.50 for Red Pheasant (nothing done in this chop since 20th inst.) ; ‘Us. 1.68 for Red Joss ; Tis. 1.76 for 
Hand and Branch ; and Tis. 1.79 per piece for Eagle, ‘The most important sale of the week has been 10,000 pieces “'riple Red Dog at 
‘Tie, 1.30 per piece. ” In heavy Shirtings the little done shows a maintenance of former prices, 

White Shirtings.—Not much of a business recorded, but the market—for the lower kinds of 64-reeds more particularly —is decidedly up, 

©-Cloths. - Ordinary Mexicans—7-Ibs.—have continued in request, and aro 1a 2.cands, por piece dearer. Sellers demand a farther rise, 

2" bat buyers are not falling ily with the notion, — There is no life in the market for the finer counta, Stewart's 8.7. hai 

again been aold at Tis, 1.30 per piece. Heavy, or 36 inch cloth has received further uotice at from ‘Tis, 1.34 a 1,38 for ordinary—Lion 
and Flag, and Horse and Jockey 51 for Stewart's 8.T. 

Drills.—In American tho business bas been very tri In Dutch there has been absolutely nothing done, and the dealers refuse to be 
‘moved from their i 2.00 per pieco for Gelderman'a Dragon, on which basis thero aro no sellers. “But a fair quantity of English 
Drits bas agin been gtiled, and prices for thom have rangod from Tis. 1.76 @ 1.8L per pees for common to good ordinary, and 
‘De, 1.87 a 1.90 for 13} and 14-1bs, Levita’s Double Dragon. 

Teans.—Nothing further to report. 

Sheotings.— Americans ofthe Continent clave hare Deon saleable in mal prcale ob Ts, 2.50 a 2.60, and latery at Ti, 2.625 42.62) por 
piece,-and some fine 16-Ibs, Zuglish Sheetings have been taken at Tis. 2.30 per piece, ‘The only eale of American Sheotings—proper— 
Tecortted is a little lot of Massachusetés at Tis. 2.75 per piece. 

Fancy Cottons.— Turkey Red Cambrics have recovered » little of the ground lost last week. Handlerchiefa and Velvete both shew sn 

ance, “Sales of White Spots have been made a higher rates, but for Chine, Brocade, Damas, ete, ete, there it an yet earely 
a market. 

=A reaction in Camlets, and Lastings has to bo noted, but the market for Medium Cloths, Orapes, and Figures continues very 

ad Zong Els are somewiat easier. The aupply and stocks of the last article are fast increasing, Searlet Spanish Stripe, 

a vold at ‘TI. 0.58 per ya 




























































































































































































.8,—There aro rumours afloat to the effect that the first batch of northern stoamers will Jeave hero on or about the Sth proximo, 
It is eaid thoy will not take many Piece Goods, 
pane aien| Onan. | cree. | Orme. | ast, | white, | ary 
12.9.5 | 126.0 | 105.0 
64.0 | 520] 6.7.0 | 6. 
0.454! 0.5.0! 0.5.43| 0.4.5 10.5.2! 048 5.03 
‘Yorn-Foxa, Soarlet, {Dk. Blue,|Gentian. | Greon. | Orange. |Ash. [White] Purple. | Black. |Brown|Mauve,| Lt. Gt. | 22% 
Auotion, 2lat instant, — — aad sl EI me 
Camlets 8.8.6. p. peo. F 12.00/12.05)ix.er374 {11.80/85 fro.rrynay {11.271 2a i 
Sp.8 nay waa ostiists cae ast is of a. eet 
). Stripes T.T.B. p. yd 574/57 523/52) 5) .s 5 0.50 
PeeDen Salon, pot. 180 Fae me) 9 9 9 uae 
Caateiw G8. He p- pox 3)12.673/60 {12.95/73 lie oper fio.40yas (un.7500 
faralote U.P. H. p. . . x 10.80 
"y ele, 300 40 80 20 te 20 acc 800 
Long Elle ,, p. pos. | o 740 
Laatings, Lion p. pes. 3} 9.674 | ‘40 
vv -Blophant p. pes. 8.65/674} «. 40 
Ey 0504/0 605 o.50§ | By 
| oe fd osysos | 312 
CamlatsoneManps poe. 2.7780 |10.874/80 ha seyer ' 
ee 120 2% fia00 , a | i 
Pa Pe F 9.95 
Salen, pore] 30 2 3 | 
eine FD ap ves siz.1oji2  (12.274/25 {11.90 
Camlets H.D.B. e. 7 . 11.1 
Sales, p 120 80 40 “ep. oe 
Long Ells per pieco ‘) 6.42/6.49 me 





JAvorion Sates oF Corrox Goops— 
** Yuen Fong.” —21st instant— ar 
Dauts—American P.M.C.D., 376 pieces, ‘at Tis. 2.75 a 2.76 per piece. 
\ Fuh Sing.”—25th instant— 


‘Wurre Suinrixos—56-reed Red Pheasant, 500 pieces, at 
pice HANDKERCRIERS—2,000 dozei 


.89 a 1.895 per piece. 
‘T-Crorus—Double Cash, 1,650 pieces, at Tis. 1.325 a 1.33 for 8.lbs.. Tle. 1.11} for 7-Ibe. Jzaxs—B-lbs. Peacock, 500 pieces, at 
‘Tis. 1.24 per piece. Dritts—l4-lbs, Dragon, 500 pieces, at Tis, 1.768 per piece. VETEENS—18-i Bi i 
n at TI, 0.123 a 0.12.26 per yard, Le fl ads 2 S-inch Mew Stag, $0 pieces, 


2; 64-reed Flag, 450 pieces, at Tle. 1.35§ a 1.36] 
‘Saierixcs—9-ibs. Dewhurst’s Eagle, Edo pane Pat 


CF 














Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission 





) 


Fes. 28, 1878. The 2.-C. Herald and &. C. & C. Gasette. 225 


“Kin Ming.” —26th instant— 
Grey Surerinas.—8}-Ibs., 3,600 pieces, at Tis. 1.39} @ 1.39 for Green Lion, Tis. 1.43} a 1.433 for Blue Lion, Tis. 1.53 a 1-533 for 
‘Red Lion, Tis, 1.73 for Red Ram; and (with all faults), Blue Lion, 600 pieces, at ‘Tis. 1.40 per piece, and 7-lbs., 600 pieces, at 
‘Dis. 1,17 for Green Peacock, Tis, 1.274 for Green Lion, Tis. 1.30 for Blue Lion, Tis. 1.324 for Red Lion, Tis. 1.35 for Blue Ram, 
‘Tis. 1.36 for Red Ram, Waite Saietivos—6+-reed, 200 pieces, at Tis, 1.544 for Green Lion, Tls. 1.694 for Red Lion, 


MusoxLLaNEoUs— 
Grey Surerrxas—9}-lbs, Green Stag, 1,000 pieces, at Tis. 1.914 per piece. T-Crorus—7-Ibs., 1,000 pieces, at ‘Tle, 1,073 for Yellow Stag 
Merican, Tl. 074 « 0874 for Lie Haple common. ‘Tonner Reo Cansnics—Fisherman, 720 pieces, ab ls, 1.508 for 2blbe, 
‘Ts, 1.534 for 2h-lbs., Tle. 1.664 for 2f-lbs., Tis. 1.76 for 3-lbs. ; Green Joss 2.9-lbs., 50 pieces, at Tis. 1.774 per piece, and Bull 
Head and Sun (Beats), 580 pieces, at Tls. 1.19} a 1.644 por piece for sundry weights. Toxeey Rep T-Crorus—(with all faults), 48 

yacde, 71 pieces, at Tis. 4.834 per piece. 




























































































































































QUOTATIONS—Dorr Paw. Dory.* QUOTATIONS—Dorr Purp. Dorr.® 
(Gs Gury Sminrinas— | Tome, Teme] Tame 5 sic 
6-1 is » 1.0.1 1. ASTINGS, # pe. 
Tb 1t7., 136/) CnareLasrixes, S0ydacom~ 
Dewhurst's Bagio nom. |, 13.7 i Crave Losrees . i 
B Bgh ex a Tan eed Chueine igo 980" 0.2.0 por poe 
9a 9$-lbs 17.3 }) 20.0 Special Colors & Patterns ,, 
Dorauret "Samy oig |f 00.8 per poe Metals and Sundries. 
GB, Wrire Suintinos QUIOKSILYER «1. NOM. pF P.51.0.0 5, ......] 2.0.0 perpol. 
40 yde. 36 in. 56 R. nom:¥ po. 1.2.6 1.3.5 Tux Prates—14 x 10...prbox. Sales ,, 4.0.0 { 0.4.0 
Spread mo E80s LAO aoe Se seta 4.0.0 1, ORO ot 
oe LG 5, 16 x Wing—No. 
G4 jrpeik ebb Reoas, Sy LTO 183 rile. 025 
tA Haag 1 2.2.05, 2.6.0 J Srnarta Tix, Foog fling. 7, 
Deitia,Am.40yda0in Ib. 5, 2.6.8 5, 28.0 Fok Chok. 125 oy 
Miahy gy Ma Loelber.1-7-5 5, 19.01 gy 9 
. Fine to Finest 0 3.5 a Lad 5 0.2.6 
Datob, 18 a 144-lbs. nominal : 25 n 
Juans, Dh. Bost, 3094. 0in, 8) ib02.0.0 ,, 2.1.0 3 
Englis 8a Bjlbs. 25 8.5 0.0.74 . 0.6.0 » 
gexkmTieh ROLLS 226 a m 1480 aaa 
jaxeTiNas— [oor IRox . 285 ye) OLS 
a 8.0]) O08 Pio Inox. prion.17.0.0 1120.0.0] 0.6.74 
2.0|f 0.08 Nannon inox— 
8.75 any 
0.010 oo4 ren 
; : as id 
Bt Sy-tbs. | Ps 1165 2 
Bother kinds and XX 4 HU90ff O08 6} 
BANDE ERORIEWA— 5.2 cc jooety ,° 0.2.5 i 
roree || 0024 per dee. | Corson, Common, New 5. 
1£85|" 0.1.0 por pee, Medi . 035 
230| 015 °y, ‘New Bert . 
Srooanae—Whits 129] 019 Z : 
9 7: 1.05, voAR— 
Dascanxe, Dyed, 40 94s 45.0] 020 } White, Swatow, No.1 0.20 4, 
Guxriax Suinrivos 245| 015} wt , 
Omrwre—Ansorted . Hy 140 Ba | O12, 
Blue x LL Canton, 3. 1 
Brown. " 1g 0.0.7 4 ae i 0.20 4, 
carlet ., ” 6. ” 0.1.2 
Printap Twitts—24)25, 2.2.0 Krown, Swatow, Best 0.2.0 
50/52 4201/ 0.0.7 per 20 yas cee es 
: ty Canton 113 gy 
ae! 0.1.5 per poo. Parexn— Bh Mewes d 0.3.6 ” 
i), 018» cia 0.5.0 | 
r7Axs—Comnion . q 
" i]t 015 a O16 4 
.5 | 0.0.84 per 30 yas. 
Dowrrins, 12 ydi 37 i ho 2.0 { 0.0.64 per poe. 
Sarat ea i . . 
Maguns, 12 yde.42in.nom.", 0.6.0 5, 0.7.0) 0.0.34 4, 011 ono 
Gi —Corrox—Nos. 26 a 32 65.0.0 1180.0.0| 0.7.0" per pel. : pan 
‘MLETA, Bagi, BE seme . 12.4.0 | 
” .f ‘Timor ., ). 0.4.0 ” 
s 88G,, », IL . Malabar. . 
s HDB. 3. 21 0.0.5 Maxonovx Banx Hoos 
Datch...... Tis. 4, 19.0.0 5,205.0 Finer Srowes, A Pied 
Mepiom & Baoan CLorss #54 14.0 $ 
‘Spanien Srarrns 0.5.3 { oi |S 1) 
” a 
fath ae” 05.8 3 | 
Ko Bans = : 
Soarlet, 24yrd. HH ‘. ) eg | 0.0.5 per ton, 
5p OB z = | 
» UU : 2 
» V.. é J 
Assorted, 0.44 1S 
” 8 | é 
Aaa pr box. 2.9.0 0.1.5 per box. 
See Ws 24.8 100 aq. foot 
Ports * Haikwan Sycee Tis. 100=Shanghai Currency Tis. 111.40, + Cargo quotations. 














y METALS.—A very inactive market -ti found. The commoner or Belgian brands of Nail-Rud Iron are rather dearer, but there has been. 
extremely little done. Zead.—Quorations are unchanged. Small sales have transpired. Quicksilver is lower and in no request. Tin 
and Tin Plais shew a quiet trade, and nominally unaltered prices. 
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EKEROSENE,—Godown Cargo—Devoe’s—cannot be quoted higher to-day than Tis. 2.40 per case. Demand languid. 

COTTON.—The market has opened at last year’s currencies, but there has not been much done in the'articleas yet. Stocks not very heavy. 

EXCHANGE.—Sterling rates have continued to advance in sympathy with the rise of silver prices in London, and close very firm at 
quotations. Indian rates remain as last quoted. 








Statement of Imports and Deliveries of Cotton and Woollen Piece Goods for the week ending 25th February, 1878, 
compiled from the “Customs Daily Returns,” Nos. 38 to 43, both Nos. inclusive. 






































































































Re-Exports axp THEIR DxsTixaTION. ae: 
Goops, a ea 
eldldl. fl 
F)a) 31) 4 314 
z|e| 6 |e e [2 
Grey Shirtings 3,200, sc yy, 
T.Cloth 1,230) | 3 
White SI 200) .. . eee 4 
Drills, English, eet lia : = 4 SF 
Do.,’ American 90) : cen ie : seat owed 9 
Toune, English 30) ae te : om [oe : 
Do., American oo . “ . . . oe . 
a em es Baa ete (oe : Soil meet] ae fess ds 
. : Oe es Sift Seo hs eel he 
Dyed Shirtings Pa Be pes eta Ue Sh] San fts : ais 
Broostes & Sp. S' So eclee bse | aac] se ; bea : z 
Turkey Red Shirting 60) | Sige tae PO PI | “Boo} ‘ 
Velvote rea ‘ oe ney le 
ry : aie 3 e mie 
oi Pad | . : sete [a ia om es 
Tron—Nail Ri p : ) ‘ 4 3 
Ce EE eee 


























































| Daavenims, Inronts, Sroges 47 DATs Anz BASED om 
| Retonse, Dargo lar Jan, 1878, 
| | For Ye iy 
| or the Week. is ‘Tany. | For the Week, Againat 
_| aout Bob, Tr, 
a0 214,729 14,900 1,354,400 
32,830, 92,840 14,875 667,600 
= 6,237 | gat 15,656 175,600 
eilla, 45 5,400 
bby ations $308 38 173,800 
foans, English 510 1,020 | 
. H 700 73,400 
760 .t 
1 a2 43). 
3,090 2,96 
los and Spotted Shirtings, White | 194 8,500 
ww Dyail 3,349 2,100 
| 528 700 
5,917 26,700 
4,537 61,700 
197 5,800 
000 
.| 21,942 19°20 i 
200 3,300 
it Sal 100 13400 
Spanish Stripes 3,030 6,900 
fedium and Broad Cloths 1,708 16,200 
Camlets 6,433 10,700 { 
Long Ells. 6.490 9,300” 
i 2,670 5800! 
160 ? 
Uastres, Blin 1,400 6,700 
» Figured 9,040 15, 
(Orbs 150 7805 
Load in Pigs... 10,396 =i 
Tron—Nail Rod } 4,941 











* Exclanive of Import Cargoes ex Mikado, Belle Morse, Galatea, Glenorchy, Indus, Nestor, Yangtexe, Agnes Muir, Ava, Teucer, \ 
Lombardy, Caldera, Hecl, Ajax, Glenroy, Anchises, Amazone, several Coasters, and of sundry Re-exporta, é 
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COMMERCIAL POSTSCRIPT. 


‘Fasavary 28, 1878. 


AnrvAts.—(Not reported above)—February 2let, British barque Maid of Juda, from Sydney ; 27th, German barque 
Adolph, from Hamburg. 





Daranrvnrs.—(Not reported above)—February 26th, German steamer Galatea, for London and Hamburg ; British ship 
Mikado, for London. 


‘The French mail steamer Ava takes about 600 bales of Sixx. 





Exomanai 
5s. Gd. Private and Documentary, 5s. 64d. On Pai 
Bank, Ra. 305 @ 307. On Hongkong, Bank Bills, de 
1g Shanghai Tis, 181.00 per bar of 10 Tis. Shangh 
dollars, Shanghai Tis. 73 per 100. Copper Cash, 1,410 per 


On London, Telegraphic Transfers, 58. 4§d. Bank Bil 
Bank, 6. 
and, 274 
weight. 












ct. Private, 15 days’ sight, 28, Bullion. Gold Bara, 
Silver, Shanghai Tis. 111.20 per 100 Tis. Mexioan 











SHARES. 
‘Smacwas, 28th February, 1878, 


H, & 8, Bank.—A number of shares have been sold in Hongkong at 65 % premium, for 31st August, and « emall lot has been purchased 
at 68 % premium, and exchange 724, for cash, Thero are buyers at the cash rate, 
‘8.8. NV. Co.—A further roturu of 85 per share has be 
China Coast 8, N. Co.—A sale at $85, for 20th March, 
—A lot has been placed at 620. 
A few shares have changed hands at $643, and exobange 724, and $655 and 72}. ‘Thero are buyers at 












Yangtaze Insurance Associ 
Hongkong Fire insurance Oo. 
the higher ra 











. ‘harf Co.—A fair number of shares have been sold at 120. ‘The report to 3lat December last was passed at a meeting held on 
the 26th instant. “The net profit for 1877 amounted to 25,179.31, equal to 112 % on the paid-up capital. A dividend of 6 % will be paid on 
15th March, making 10 % for the year ; ‘f5,000 have been placed to oredit of depreciation account ; and 557.91 carried forward, 









































































































Postriox rar Last Rurort, | Last Diviosnp, &o. | Cast Quorartoxs, 
SHARES. No. | Value. |Paid up, las Wocking To Share. [When pd 
Reserve. |Accouat."| Da | ‘holders, | or due, be 
Bank,” 
Hongkong & Shanghai Banking! 
jorporation 40,000] $125] $125 | $1,000,000) 19 Feb. 78] 58 % prem, ex. 724 
‘Steamer Companies. 
Shanghai Stonm Navigation Co 
(in Liquidation) 22,500] 100) #25 19008, 77] 264 
China Coast Steam Navigatio 
Co. 5,000] #100} 2100 | 262,522.10) 7 Jan, 76] 85 for 20th March, 
Docks, 
Shanghai Dock Co, 440 | 500 | 2500 | 229,100.00) 18 Jan, 78} 215 
Pootung Dock Co. 950] 3100 | 2100 lei Jan. 78| 85 
Gas. 
Shanghai Gas Co. 1,500 | #100] 100 | 36,593.81| 78,917.74131 Dec. 76] 25% [23Jan, 78) 143 
‘Compagnie du Gaz Bi00 | wi00 | 4,515.76) 1,038.37]31 Dec. 77] 6 Z [ii Feb.78| 142 
Ineurance ( Marine.) 
China Traders’ Insurance Co. 
Limited 200 | $5,000 | $1,500 | $125,000.00] $85,073.06/30 Apl. 77] 12% [91 July 77/3,300 
North-China Tn [257,900.42/649,980.44)30 June77] {Meter otal) 2 Jan. 78) "350 
1,000 | 22,000 | #600 ee a 950 
Union In. Society of Canton...) 500 | $2,500 | ‘$500 | $210,500.00] $119,005.38|31 Dec. 76) 1,200 
Yangtaze Insurance Aesociation| 1,200 | — #350 | 2350 [240,000.00] [30 Sep. 76| 260 prahare|i5Jan.76} ‘620 
Chinese IusuranceCo., Limited] 1,500 | $1,000 | ‘$200 | $62,507.60] $60,969.25130 Dec. 76) 6% | 1Jap. 78] 260 nominal, 
Inaurance (Fire. ) 
Hongkong Fire Iv. Co., Limited| 2,000 | $1,000 | $200 | $632,302.00] $260, 157.58130 Dec. 77/+856.75 p.ah.|20 Feb. 78] 655 
China Fire In. Co, Limited ...) 4,000 | ” $500 | $100 | $346,896.00] $145,719.72/30 Dec. 77 +12 % [81 Dec. 77] 173 nominal, 
Miacellaneo 
Shanghai & H’kew Wharf Co...{ 2,150| 2100 | 7100 557.9130 Deo. 76) * 6% |15Mar.78| 120 
Shanghai Tug Boat Aseociation| 900 | 2100} #100 . - seeeee 110 
LOANS. ‘Am Nominal Value of s 
. jount of Loan. |poody or Debentra| Be of Interest.| When Payable, Cloning. 
Shanghai Mun. Debentures—Ienue 1872} ¥ 28,700.00 100.00 8% 30th April & Slat Oct. | 104 Nominal, 
Do. 1873) 21,000.00 100.00 » 30th June & 3let Dec. | 100 ,, 
De 1875) Z 42,800.00 Z 100.00 ” ‘3th June & 3ist Dec. | 106 » 
Lyceum Theatre Ordinary Debentures..| ¥ 17,000.00 F 25.00 ie 30th Jane. 
Do. . Preference do. ® 5,362.50 ¥ 37.50 8% 3st Dec. % 3 
Chinese Imperial GoveromentLoan 1874! £ 627,615 £ 100 8 30th June & 31st Dee. | £1014 7” 
‘Do. do. is7i|__£1,604,276 £100 8% 28th Feb. & 3st Aug. | £1094 
*Forhalf-year. + For year. J. P. BISSET & Co. 








‘Wrarnar.—The weather has been variable, heavy rain on Saturday was followed by a beautiful day on Sunday ; and a strong southerly 
4, Wind on Monday by north-east wind and rain on Taeeday. It has since been fine, ‘The thermometer has ranged from 34 to 51, 


\ 


es fa 
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TREATIES | 


THE EMPIRE OF CHINA AND FOREIGN. POWERS, 


TOGETHER WITH 


REGULATIONS FOR THE CONDUCT OF FOREIGN TRADE, 
ARE NOW ON SALE... 
‘WHE WoRK IS EDITED BY * 
W.'F! MAYERS, Esquire, - : 
CHINESE SECRETARY TO HER, MAJESTY’S LEGATION AT PEKING. 


HE ‘Publication of this Work has been, undertaken in,order to meet a requirement long expressed 
and widely recognised. ‘The present eollection brings together-and renders available for general 
urposes of reference all the TREATIES that have; been concluded betiyeen CHINA gnd FOREIGN 
PoWBRS, together with the greater portion of the various REGULATIONS which have been 
successively agreed upon“ during the last sixteen years; and ‘the TREATY ‘of Peace, :&c. 
between JAPAN and COREA (Caosey.) Several instruments, though not now ‘in foree, ‘find 
lace in the,work, as the French .Treaty of 1844, and the U.S. Tréaty of same year; also, the 
migration Convention of 1866, and the Articles of Revision negotiated 1868-1869, by 
Sir Ruruerrorp Axcock, K.C.B. The work will be in a handy form. 


PRICE—FIVE DOLLARS PER COPY: 


PUBLISHED BY J. BROADHURST TOOTAL, an ia AT THE “NORTH-OHINA HERALD” OFFIOR, 
Al E. . 
*) + PROGURABLE IN GONDON FROM MESSRS. ‘TRUBNER'& Co.;'57 & 59; LUDGATE HILL. + 


: OPINIONS OF THE PRESS. : a 

We acknowledge, with thanks, recoipt of a copy of a work entitled Treaties between the Empire of China and’ Foi 
Powers,” edited by Mr, W. F. Mayers, Chinese Secretary.to Her Britannic Majesty's Legation at Peking, and published .at 
North-China Herald office, Shanghai. Among various treaties given, it contains several which have been abrogated and others w 
have never beon ratified but which are historically interesting. ‘The volume is well printed and bound’ and reflects great, credit on 
the publishor.—Daily Press. : 

‘We have ‘received frota'the North-China Herald office of a copy of the ‘Treaties between the Empire of China and Forei 
Bowers” just published by our contemporary, The book is convenient in size, neatly and strongly bound, and cénlst of no I 

“ than 230 pages. * It contains all theTreaties that have been concluded between Cltina arid Foreigh Powers, together with the greater 
jortion of the various Regulations which have been successivdl} agreddt updn durilig the last sixteet years, and the recently concluded 
‘reaty between Japan and Corea, Several instruments, though not now in force, find place in the work, as the French Treaty of 

1844 and the United States Treaty of the same year ; also, the Emigration Corivention of 1866, and the Articles of Revision negotiated 
in 1869 by Sir Rutherford Alcock. This is, wo believe, i# only jcomplete worl’ of this kind that has been published, and it relfects 
considerable credit upon the enterprising office imqnéstion.—Ghina Mail. 

‘Many of our readers will have felt, at one time or another, the inconveniénes of not having at hand for reference a copy of 
such and stich a foreign Treaty with China. “Soveral'of ‘these had never beoh' printed. Others ‘had been separately printed after 
negotiation, for semi-private fo otters have seen the light in th columns of newspapers, and others again hare bean, recorded in 
European publications such as the British and Foreign State Papers; cémpiled in London by Mr, Edward Hertslct, or in the 
“Archives Diplomatiques, the corresponding Parisian work ; but for all general purposes they have remained virtually inabcessible, 
Under the editorship of Mr. W. F. Mayers, all the Sevekal treaties ani@agreeménts which have been from to time concluded to Chita 
with other nations, have now been collected and printed at tHe Nortl-Chita Herald ofice in a convenient volume of some 250 pages. 
‘The large number of copies which have been subscribed for beforehand proves that the work will be especially welcome at Consulates, 
Logations, and Customs Offices, and we have no doubt it willbe found a necessary book of referenco-by many privatorcaders, ‘There 
are some documents in it which will bye-and-bye. call for especial notice. In the meantime we'merely acknowledge the book, the 
subscription copies of.which will, we understand, be.distributed-next- week, as quickly as they can be prepared.—N.-O. Herald. 

‘Wo acknowledge, with thanks, the receipt of the much neoded volume, “Treaties between the Empire of China and Foreign 
Powers, &e.,” which; undér the' ellitorship of Mr. W.’ F. Mayers, Chinese Secretary of H.B.M.’s Legation xt Peking, ‘has been 
published at the North-China Herald office. Since 1860, the editor tells us, no attempt has been made to bring together the-greater 
portion of the various Treaties and Regulations which have been successively agree upon since that period. ‘The object of the 
‘present volume is to supply. in a form adapted for‘easy refererito, all‘treaties aiid emulations actually in force, from the Nanking 
‘Treaty betwetn England. and Chita sigmed in 1842; and a conjplete compendium, of all the provisoes under which the internation: 
Felations of the Chinese Governnient are conducted are naw within reach. The ‘whole are bound in a well-printed, compact yolumey 
with an elaborate index of subjécts, hich will render it most useful. AN fpreigners in the far-east must have it, if they would 
know the précise terms of:theit residence and trading in China.—Shaiighai Courier & Evening Gazette. Pats 

‘The Treaties beticcen the Empire of China and Foreign Powers. »Shanghai: The North-China Herald Office ; London :-‘Tribner 

+ and Co.—This work, to which-wo have already directed attention, will“supply a want much felt at the present time. “ It collects 
together all the treaties between China aud Foreign Powers, and thus makes it easy to refer to our actual position upon any given 
point, which it is impossible:to asceriain without consulting othor treaties as.in some cases we are entitled to more than is expressed 
in our own treaty, by virtue of the most favoured nation clause. ‘The present collection gives, in addition to the different treaties, 
the various regulations agreed-upon;fiom time to time ; and has also. Sir Rutherford Aleock’s Convention of 1869, and the Chefoo 
Agreement, now under consideration of the Government.—London and China Express. 


“NORTH-CHINA HERALD” OFFICE, - - + *& 
» SwabGutas;'17th October, 1877. -* ~ 
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